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May 14, 2022







Dear [REDACTED],




I apologize for taking so long to answer your very interesting letter ...
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Tec hnolog/cal .Sla,very/ Letrer 4o Dr. Skrbﬁn,qj Nov. 273, 2004, Fery
ly. C, page | 7l in The third edition, page | F2 in +the Fouwrrh
_ed;tion. _ — , :
A Spanlard named Jos& Maria G.irone“.a, who had spent con-
siderable +ime in Japan during the l1960s, reported some expev-
_lences which May  SUppevT yowur arguwent as it applies to thar
- Countyy, f[or gxg‘va.l,e, he guoted o J,apamg,sc_ named _/_q,jjm‘l
"We like ‘{u\e/rm&&\y and we [ike to obey. Ar ,la,Qﬁom,» we feel
movre comfortable and —profected [n _obeying. "1 Read anotihenr
Ja Panese : ) Jou knew thar The Rwmericans wanTed to democratize
us. .- Do you know why they wiere p,aur‘fly successFul d Because
u__,,_mt.‘Q,u:d:e,rdw,.us_.,, to dewocvatize. ”3-_ BLCI_@'r:orxeilcg.,yzis_qixtgpgrrw__ﬂ;_
ted experiences suggesting that +he Daocistr love of wild
nNature was widespread in J afp__cu_x.g For example 1

 The route z.fggggggd, Lup fhe mountarn ] and as we gained
altitude +he Foresr gvrew more and wwore dense . Mi'kedo
[ a Young woman ] watched the foresr as hd & kypn.o"h‘zee!
v+ and there was no room for douby *har in those Moments
the aiv/ in‘fe,nse[y loved the nwature thar Surrounded wus. «--
Al thar was very beautiful. Until we saw some Tree-

cutters. o I+ was 4 profanation. -.- Mikedo Shouted a+
i 4
T\'Le(m, Y Youlre Cvazy ‘-

\/\f,e visited fhe paxk, ,clf.a.n ,'o.uft’ wild. ) ‘/QLL, well know ES‘L[‘Q(
Mikedo] That nature must be respecTed and noT dominatec. ol f

But I don't know what cultural changes J@Pa,m may heave
Undergone since the |960s.

How ever thar WLy be, ra 2018 The Economisr veporfted own
"Medical Care Sewvices LSy, Tonaute largest operator of

1)
Jemen-t[a-Cau—e \mcvwes o
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to

Dear

J a polog:‘z,e for taking So 'omj To answer your Very
InTeresting [girgr?, which I veceived on Novemher 24,2021.
As heas prebably told you, T've been moved to the
Fedeval Medical Center at Burner, North Caroltna becawse
I'm suffering — cancer, amd 1 can'r be expectad to |ive
vk e ’O"Agefv I've been so burdened with the task of pw-

't(‘ng WAy aFRfalrs tn ovder in a,n'r:“c/"pa't)on_ of oy death +har

I've haa Very litrle +time Fou w,\r?‘f:‘n? Sevious letters [ike
The present one
L think you know «bour wmy lerter of February 7 2022, to
in which I addvessed one aspect of your letterv to me. In
the present letter I will address another aspect of it, and I hope
to write one or wovre future (e_-t'fe,rs ‘n which 1 address other
aspects of your |etter. Afrer ‘fha:g howeNem, I don'+ expecr o
engage in any Fucther discuss)on oF East Aslan culture as it
_relates fo anf/-fech. The subfecr is fasc) neTlag and Vitally
-impai*fgdm* bur  whatever time wmay be lefr o me has T be
_EPBAI_AQA_MLLI‘A&_A&M as much as 1 can of the (deas T've

___,mﬂiﬁfard!f_‘df.vdupzd_,_‘ﬁag_ﬁxjuiorﬂm ofF new aiweas will have #a
~ be left fo the next generction.

. Here I Wil « _idm_s_yﬁur arg umens thar E&sf_ﬂnm avre
_more submissive or more confo !‘mAsf therefore less capable of

,.._’fgyolt.cm’on, than &Wims _and f_u.z:opma_x avre., 1 Nemedn !
Mwaviwcei by Your rea.s;:mz\.g, N

B/ Our angumenT Seems STrongest. mkm a.p_pl L eci to J&fx% S 2e
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were economically periphecal areas, such as hilly areas far
from trade vouTes and nor suifed to vice, where large
land’owners weve. nearly abs ent, and wmosr fcu:m_:‘ng weas done
b/v owner—culfivaters." < IF Ebrey's view Js right 1T suggesTs
that the situation in v‘eﬂmd to “serfdom” (qapress:m« of the
rwral Panlq-ru;n) in China was _rau.sb\.l»y stmilar to whar i1
was  en Cl—uf‘ope, dLu,r)nﬁ the Middle Ages
Naa wriTe, "there had been numerous vebellions jn China

and J“’P‘“"’ But *hose vebelllons didn't end the old value .
Rebellions im C.'A)nqj Jdpam oal,y wean__the ckaw\ge of the V‘u.l,a",nj
--GQ-y_na.S_ﬁy. Lol L !
. There uwras_ plu:t,e.. of vehellion throughouT. Chinese
,‘L?_S,if_ory,,q and even when “he vebels weve meve bandits who
didn'y o\ma”mge the old values they Cferf’a)nly wewre nor sub-
mAssive ov Conﬂorwasf', And n mamy Cases "ﬁwy did challenge
the old ua,Lu&S, NE=C o NS—

Yoir say  that the mbe/l.s Somefimes Succeeded I oves~
'ﬁ/_xro_w_)vxg A .oly.na,s‘.ty., L).u-f' 't'ke,y drd et succeed i(n ,c,).m,ng,/.ng.
Hre ofld values —- the old d.yvxasfy was mp/chJ by a new.
dynasty, of the same Type -- wheveas “In the history of
the West o vebelllons / revolutlons often broughr —the Fotal
collapse of the old value and +he avvival of the new value
,(,.l‘,«, €., the ,C,,o.“q,pSe of the western Rowme " +he Reformation of
the [6th century, the Fv-e,nc,ff\ Revolution, PAmevican Revolution,
Russian ReVo‘u"Hon, e‘t‘c,>

. Bur Are collapse of the western Rew Cmp)re was not +*he
resul? of vebelliousness or nownconformity on fthe parr of irs
cttizens. | he Co“q»s,e came akout Through a gradual process
of o(e,p o,pu,fcv,tl‘@n (pe,.rha,ps caused by repeated epidewmics) with
political, economic, and cultural oclegeneration That lefr “he
wesTern empive vulnevable fo conguest by northern barbar .-
dans whe compleTed the destructlon of Roman cudfure. China,
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China and Ja_pa.v\ tuvn out to differ-- a lot No‘fab,lyj
China_ is an exaepﬁ?ona”y [ow—+rus+ Society « Bur bonds of
‘Fa.m;./.yﬁ ,.a(:.cty ave STronges Than in I apan ; Say MCS’s bosses =+~ -
When iz emteved C \m‘nal MCS ... buil+ s,i‘,ng/e- bed
vooms tTo JQPAJ\QS: STMAMJS# cf{:ef“n_g The Privacy and
calm that pensioners in Japan demand. But Chinese c:L_en‘fs
‘wanted Company and the [tyuel v din knowa as vrenao --- .

1'/11 Say no move kemz aloour Ja.pa,n, Beca,usel knaw So

(If-f[.,e alkour Fae JQP:LMCSC:

I've vead and continue veadine o ,g,reag;dea,Lmame N
abeut China than about J apan- .I'“ ,beﬁ)n wi¥th Your STaTte~

ment that in China, "Ordinary people just lived as a serf
as they had a,fwa.ys [tved.”! Bur it's deubtful whether or to
what extent ordinacy pesple did [ive as “ser £s7 even in fhe
broadest sease of that wovrd. Fredecick W- Mote, & professos
o f Chinese Hi story and Civillzatlon at Pm\_n‘ce‘fon) wyvote s

1 adopt the View tha?r most of the peop1e in Song and [ater
C"’M‘M\.Q E(—tp o 800?] were ‘y-a,rme/rs wheo owned Thelr Jand
and could Freel, ‘o_u,y_ 17 and sell it, could bequeath ¥+ %o
their children and grandchildren o~ oTher pexsons, and
could Jeave The land for other occupations o Yor ofher
,).ocali:t:‘_es move ov less as “Huzy chose. =-- Those condi tions
had developed over a very [ ong span of 'fl“_me.7

Mote concedes, however, that This view is fhe subject of "filerce
debate.”

Ebrezy, STates The oppos)ng View. A.cco\*,d%n.g ‘o M, mosT
land in Clhina was in possession of Fhe big [andowners 3

though +oere were also some swall landowners, and " there
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Dwr?na the [5th cenfury the Chinese had Sa}'/z‘mj ships thar
were wuch bigger and wuch betrer Than any European ships
of the 'IE.WLQ, and ‘ﬂae Ck_i‘n,e,Se Jovernment Sent our Seaborne
e,tp,e_dn\flons thar explomd as Yar west as e easr coast of
Africa. In Fac:t; Chinese vaerchants had le\,ed_az/w traded as far
—as the eastr coast of Africa Lcmﬁ _before The ISZh century.
But the government dd not confinuwe j+s wes fweard ,,ﬂALQta.TJEQ?\ST
Nov did 1T Support the merchants' ‘Tmaal_.ﬂ‘hﬁ, acTivities by
conqueving far - ofF tevrvitovies and fo.@n,ﬂlfzg colontes. The Govern~
men? had no moTlve for 09-0}"1-3 Sueh “t'(/\l\'\g,sv/ b_e_ca.uie China
\‘\Q‘J no exTewnal econemic Comp.e’fu‘f’ors,, ovr _at l.,e,as.T wnone theTr

- ,Pa,izd_ Ay __,.V_Sxe&iags_.v_gh,aku.eemga-fﬁz .*Chfna.fl -

" The Chinese were certainly capable of technological
progress. B, 1100 AD they weve af veady producing iron —and-
__and  steel .L)y methods and I'n qum?’f‘fﬁ@s theT were NoT
_matched Lym_\umf Mijhﬁigiéwfwyg 12 Bur Chtina
wnderwen?t no - industrial revolutlon comparable o thar of
the Wes?, bhecause iron and steel production and wmany
othesr .?ﬂof,u,sfrfes wene S"CV"‘;,CTIA/ Cau"ﬂ‘*o“e.J lo:f *the govern—
Menv’/"g so Thar in Thege ; ndustries Hhere Wwas no. cowmpetition
infernal to China. And becawse China faced no sertous exter.

nal economte Qa.mpeftifi',an7 tae governmeatT. biaat na Mmeflve o
accelerate pregress by a.do.wfn? private enter prise and free
competitlon. B , : P
The Chinese wepe Capable of rebellton Hrat ner onl,

Ll(\,q,,lle,aﬁ,ﬁd old values bu+ Successtully veplaced them with
New ones. This Vs whar laq,ppene,ap when new (deas and, more
h .W\.Por"['a,n"f[y/ over whel MJ‘@ pol?‘.ﬁ“ca,l, econom e ,and m),/,..‘z‘cuy
Competition avvived from +he Wex:f c&.u—i‘ny ~+he 194k cenTury
and wp Tto l900. A+ that +'me +he (’U-cm.;‘f,t\a:f:h? nterventrion
ng +he Western pPowers and JCLPM on the occasiton of #he
Boxer vebellion led to vejection ’oy *the Chinese of +he old
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too was conqueved 'by norThesrn ba.rlmm‘ans, bur these bar-
barians invaded a countvy Tthatr was densely Pop,ula‘)‘ed) and
was culturally and economically far wore ..‘t\mzltky. Tthan the
western Roman Ei;n.p?rg was in its Flnal Pl_w.se,_ Consee{u,enfly 2
the barbarions . wers alasorbed at Chimese culture and j#
~ Sysfem of values. S e e ek,
_ The vresult was that Western £ wrop= became Faﬁfaﬁc,g,ll_y and
= e,Ccmo.mLca,.I.Ly, fmﬁ_men_fed., whereas China ( *t*b.ou.sh SomeTimes
divided .f:o.b‘,h\ cal ’y) vemajlned X‘.ela‘f’}\/e/)r unified 5 4t weves ,
Suffeved CUﬂyﬂu"\ﬂ. like the ‘Fra,g,meufa:f/\on “thar Western é}.wa‘oe
did. And 1 Suggest thet Tthis was ~fhe mosTr ,;M,Por"l'a,n_‘f‘ of #he
_ factors ther Qave (Cise to the dd&&ﬁgmbﬁme&meIML S
"kf{s‘l‘a_ry and thar of Euwrope. : |
" The veal roor of the changes in values S},ganeJ b y *he
Western cevolutions was not any intrinsic vebelllousness o nen-
;Canffo_tmtﬁ%, among Euwropeans s [T \was nalural Selection operating
on the Numerous _po/‘: I.Tcai, cultuwral ; and economic enfities inta
which \Western _Ecw-ope, was divided.- Dur:"n.s the |5th century,
infense economic and wm T_!}'fowy Compet/Tion among Western.
Ewopeam, staftes led the :Pr.Par‘tuguese and the ,Spam‘sh gqovern -
wmrents to Sponsor overseas expl.o.m'l‘n‘om and colonization for
the purpose of gaining cowtrel sver gold and silvec mines , L,
and in order to cvreafe -tvade wonopolies in Valiable commodfres. |
. Other Western £ wropean nations soon Followed suit. The(r
ex plo rations exposed Ew,ope.gfns To new ideas From othe.,
civillzations ,and these (deas, combined wifh infense com-
petifion, led to +the ,qu}fd decay of old values and to tech-
ﬂo(og,ﬁcal progress and econowur growth that eventually
made the Wesr dominant througheur fhe world The grear
Westfern vevelurilons wwere mere incidents in this process
of econo mic, T eazxwfogfca«/ ; ce] Pusral , and Apﬁalfffgdl *ransForma—
Tien of the West.
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£ its true thatr Chinese haye more self-discipline or betrer
pore,sl'gk‘f’ mo\ mosT Amex}cans 40, then C‘u‘.nese Shou,la[ be wmowre
SvLCceSS‘FuJ s re/bels _oN~ V‘ezva[ufl\onwt\e,s TL\AA AW\e,v-:Ca,ng are,

becaute o \C“euo'u’t')cnwv-y movement needs to be well OLISC.I—PlI'\ﬁol and
well ornged’ 7

4 *L;g.m, Bagh; i I#tvﬂ’eJ _out eaxlier, L\j)’for‘y has demon-.
Strated the Chinege Capacit, For ,rzfo,e/l/\.on.), ,Lac.[(u.c,(,f‘nﬁ rebelldon
+hat c.lz\,q,ll.ea.\ﬁ.e,_g 'f‘dﬂ value,s of the Chivese pPower ~STtructure.Se
I don¥ think we should feel dﬁs..caw,v:a.ged abour —he icmgu-'term
pvrospects. for _anti-tech. vevoluflon_ in_ China-
I wmay be wreng. Whesr I know abour China is only whar
_ Ie vead in a few books and articles, so I'wm prepared to
E‘n.am%e gy mind i £ vou can show wme evidence Fhar I Find

CoywwLu ng.

T ook forward o ‘\eaw:nﬁ move me you ia relatlon o
j\&& ,paistbke_d.eyefapmen't_of_m anfi—Tech wavemeat in East
Asia

Corﬁl:‘_a,[[,y, yv.ours For WA .Nﬂ.‘fu.l_“%

NOTES

1. José Maria Giironella, £ Japén y su duende, Ediforial
Plcmefta. ) ercelona, 1970 PP 35-36. 1 _V‘Jemij v-ece/vea/a-m «
lettesr ﬁ.v#o*mh an anonymeous  (rexrman sathe, Gidates . We Glermant

Feel wmore comfortable with Lais g Q.V‘_d&t, dis::LPUng and
[social] distance, cbedience and ,pr.eal.i’cff@bﬂ Py . “ RAre the
Grermans less conforming Fhan Hae J&pmesz-?

2. 1 ‘m‘d"-}, P- 4. ,

3. Ibid., Pp l44-45, |66, | 73.

4. Ihd . L€6.

5. Ibi J., ,p,l,¥3.
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values and a detfermination to veplace +he traditional Sys—
Tem wWitlhh new forms of social Qf‘ga,n/nZAT;on and new Techno -
103 les that would enable China o defend itself agatns+
furfher k.m?ha’f?éns-’?' ,

Lo gsuces of only twe important pleces of evidence +hor
~ Chinese people are more submissive or move conformist Than
Westerners: —
T Tla _sus vive The communal and f,nfefgdgpenvdeﬂf ife of &

crowded Chinese family n o crowded Chinese village was possi—

ble o.nly T\/\woug?\ the observation of an elaborare code of social

norms- The Pv*em;wm was on conformit, ; noT bold independence
u 1S ‘

= - F}SSJAMA\'\g thhis Vs accuwrate 41T should In ne wasy lower owr
estimatfte of the Chinese capacity foc revolutlon on for ofher
large,.— Scale social vebellton. Chinese loyd‘ﬁy~~ and therefore
ChlnﬁdL Subkmlsslon amnd con ,Patmlify_ -~ Frad? ‘_tz‘,p_na‘[/_y___ were To
the exTended 'Fafww'l.y or fhe V.?J.I.aﬁe and not fo any fﬂrgcr
ew,'fi‘fyg”'é If %yﬂa)r\g) Fhe Salt"dam"fy of local communities
shouwld Fﬂea}/fﬁzfe vebellton agatn st I,awge~ scale social entities.
1) Chinese (and other Easr AS?M> rmmigrants and thelr
tramediafe descendants are remarka/bly Succegsful here fn Amen-
—lea; They work havd and do what s neces sary Ta geT ahead;
_and ’Ik&y pu—oktdolzy have « Very dow rare of dvug abuse and
crime. But +the Facr thar Chinese. Americans Tend *o conform Jn

these Vespects may mean o.vxl‘y Hhat ﬂ\,-e/y have more self-.
discipline o betrrer fores ight Tthan most ofher Awmericans deo. Very
litrle crime in Awmerica is a vesulr of rational, Hhoughr—owr
_ vrebellion. Alwosr alf Awmericans whe covmir cimes, o abuse
G.Qrua;, or {ail Stu.dy In school and work hard , do so only
because they care deficiear fn self-controf, ov else lack proper
.aP,predmf?on of e Tuture Consequences of their crimes or Fhein
.cfruﬁ abuse ov Tfheir Failure € study and work.
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6. The Eccnom\\ST, Nov. 10, 20) 8, p-& 6.

F Mote (as inh the List of Works CiTed For Antl —Tec)
Revolu't'7on) p-365. See also p.366.

3 - Ebrey [qs dinthe [ist of Works Cited For Teol,ng[ogmq/ 1
Slawery thivd o Fouv--t—h eafrt)on), pP-155. |
9. E«g.: Mote, pp. 207, 301 Sll&p_sszm_["hcjm.d D:[LQQTQ
~ A Modexrn Hjstc\ryj Pﬂ/Pﬁ.Tb_QCA& Edition, J.B. Tuux;s Londen, 2017.?
\reypr/vﬂ'ed 2017, pp- €5, B34—-85 200& passim. M_QA[‘)« chkus R%k)n

e T REVOlu‘fronmy Movement in C\'\ektmg A Study in the Tenacity,

of Tradition,” 'n Mary Cla.'oa_u,ah ngk'f' (ed) China in Revolations
The First Phase, 1900~1913, Yale University Press, New Haven,
COMgg:Lgh:,t,_ﬁgmnd .prl)CLTl___g_)_L-?’_,L.P_P 221-22. —

2 1O. 5-3 Mo’fe) Pp-9502,526-533. Ebre»yj pp7'3 240. D///orx}
PP.24 25, 6e.

11. Mote, pp- 613~-17.

12. Mo‘f§+ p-363. E bv*exrppi,jﬂ:i: 44.

M» See In‘f.wduc*hon in. Wright, pp.1-63, eSPeclaHy ep -3,
l6—~17 27-29.

15. Ibid., pp.53-54.

le. JJMJ;, pp-9,37- Ebvey, p.59. Funﬁz Yu-lan, A Sl'\.ov-r Hls‘f'ory
of Chinese Philosophy, edited by Derck Bodde, The Free Press,
division of Slwmon& Schuster, New York (appaw‘enfly a. reprint o‘F
the Macmillan editlon of 1948), pp- 21, 25-26., Hoffer, 831, citing
Hu,bbaxd) p- 170 (Hoffer & Hubbard as in the L)sr of Works Cited
Fov T&thDLog&_a/, Slwu,&

17. See Anti- Tech Rﬁvolu’f‘/on, qup’fe,r Fow Sectlon I18. ) |





