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Mike Mahoney, aka Mike Ma, still in his twenties, has built up a significant following on social media for his specific brand of violent, accelerationist far-right environmentalism. (Credit: Mikemavideo/Wikimedia Commons).






“We’re the virus.” So read a popular tweet from mid-March praising reports of diminished air and water pollution in countries under lockdown due to the novel coronavirus COVID-19. By mid-April, the tweet, which also suggested that “Coronavirus is Earth’s vaccine,” was liked nearly 300,000 times.[1]




Viewed one way, the sentiment that the earth is “healing” itself in the absence of human activity, now endlessly lampooned,[2] points to hopes that the world will change for the better in the wake of the worst worldwide pandemic since the HIV/AIDS crisis. Viewed another, celebrating improvements to the natural environment at the expense of mass human death takes us down a much darker path.




The devaluing of human life—particularly of populations seen as inferior—in order to protect the environment viewed as essential to White identity is at the core of Far Right environmentalism and ecofascist thought. The ecofascist dream is a not just a White ethnostate but a “green” one too.




It was an odd coincidence that on April 5, as worldwide infections crossed[3] 1.2 million and deaths neared 70,000, the Finnish writer Pentti Linkola, long associated with ecofascism, died at age 87.[4] For decades, Linkola called for the “controlled pruning” of the human population,[5] described humanity as nature’s “very own tumour,”[6] and argued that the reduction of infant mortality should be “distressing to a biologist.”[7]




In recent years, Linkola’s ideas and image have been adopted by an emerging ecofascist strain within the Far Right, which admires him equally for his commitment to live simply, his thunderous denunciations of environmental and cultural destruction, and his proposed solution: genocide.




While this subculture congregates largely online, two massacres last year, executed by killers whose manifestos combined environmental and White supremacist grievances, underscore that it can be exceptionally deadly. The fact that those attacks in Christchurch, New Zealand and El Paso, Texas—the deadliest from the Far Right since 2011[8]—both occurred in the last calendar year also suggests that we’re witnessing something new.




Over the last several months, a steady drip of stories have added to this uncomfortable trend. In December 2019, a member of the U.S.-based neonazi terror group Atomwaffen Division was outed as a former member of the radical environmentalist group Earth First![9] In January, a VICE report uncovered evidence that an arson in Sweden that destroyed a mink farm—a traditional target for left-leaning eco-saboteurs—may have been carried out by a member of another neonazi organization known as The Base.[10] In March, a UK White supremacist group seemingly impersonated the environmental group Extinction Rebellion while promoting messages cheering on COVID-19.[11] And in May, antifascists revealed the identity of an Oregon-based leader of a now-disbanded ecofascist group named The Green Brigade.[12]




These developments, and ecofascism more generally, demonstrate that environmental activism doesn’t always align with liberatory politics, as conventional wisdom would have it. In fact, environmental advocacy has deep roots on the Right as well, which many contemporary White nationalist thinkers have sought to reclaim. Importantly, mainstream environmentalism has shown itself to be vulnerable to “fascist creep,” where far-right{1} concepts and approaches to ecological crisis have been adopted by otherwise left-leaning environmentalists.[13] (A recent Michael Moore documentary, for example, argued that environmentalists should prioritize work to forestall population growth.[14])




Today, the single most important concept to far-right organizing is the projection of majority-minority populations in the U.S. and Europe—something often framed by the movement as “the great replacement{2}.”[15] The U.S. Census estimates that the country will reach that status by 2045, the same decade the atmosphere is projected to reach the 1.5 degree Celsius warming mark that will exacerbate food shortages, flooding, droughts, and poverty.[16] As these two trends continue to converge, more acts of violence—state-sanctioned and individual—are likely to be committed in the name of environmentalism by far-right actors.




The coming climate crisis, which promises to scramble all politics, provides ecofascists an opening. So too does the generational drift of younger people of all political persuasions ditching the climate change denialism of older generations. Debates about who is responsible for, and who should bear the burden of the coming crisis, combined with an ascendant populist Right anchored in White identity, may well open the door to ever more authoritarian solutions.



[1] Shulz, Thomas, Twitter Post, March 17, 2020, 8:25 AM, https://archive.is/Cflee.



[2] Emmanuel Felton, “The Coronavirus Meme About ‘Nature Is Healing’ Is So Damn Funny,” BuzzFeed News, April 7, 2020, https://www.buzzfeednews.com/article/emmanuelfelton/coronavirus-meme-nature-is-healing-we-are-the-virus.



[3] Joshua Berlinger, “April 5 coronavirus news,” CNN, April 5, 2020, https://www.cnn.com/world/live-news/coronavirus-pandemic-04-05-20/index.html.



[4] Nina Svahn and Anniina Nirhamo, “Nature conservationist Pentti Linkola is dead,” Yle, April 4, 2020, https://yle.fi/uutiset/3-11293151.



[5] Pentti Linkola, Can Life Prevail?: A Radical Approach to the Environmental Crisis (Arktos, 2011), 152.



[6] Pentti Linkola, “Humanflood,” in Apocalypse Culture II, ed. Adam Parfrey (Port Townsend: Feral House, 2000), 436–51.



[7] Pentti Linkola, Can Life Prevail?: A Radical Approach to the Environmental Crisis (Arktos, 2011), 128.



[8] Weiyi Cai and Simone Landon, “Attacks by White Extremists Are Growing. So Are Their Connections. ” The New York Times, April 3, 2019, https://www.nytimes.com/interactive/2019/04/03/world/white-extremist-terrorism-christchurch.html.



[9] Nate Thayer, “Secret Identities of U.S. Nazi Terror Group Revealed,” nate-thayer.com, December 6, 2019, https://www.nate-thayer.com/secret-identities-of-u-s-nazi-terror-group-revealed/.



[10] Zachary Kamel, Mack Lamoureux and Ben Makuch, “‘Eco-fascist’ Arm of Neo-Nazi Terror Group, The Base, Linked to Swedish Arson,” VICE, January 29, 2020, https://www.vice.com/amp/en_ca/article/qjdvzx/eco-fascist-arm-of-neo-nazi-terror-group-the-base-linked-to-swedish-arson.



[11] Ben Makuch, “Fascists Impersonate Climate Group to Say Coronavirus is Good for Earth,” VICE, March 25, 2020, https://www.vice.com/en_us/article/n7jmmx/fascists-impersonate-climate-group-to-say-coronavirus-is-good-for-earth.



[12] “William Rehm IV: Oregon Member of “The Base” Exposed!,” Eugene Antifa, May 9, 2020, https://eugeneantifa.noblogs.org/post/2020/05/09/william-rehm-iv/



[13] Alexander Reid Ross, “Against the Fascist Creep,” (AK Press, February 2017).



[14] Emily Atkin, “Really, Michael Moore?,” Heated, April 27, 2020, https://heated.world/p/really-michael-moore.



[15] Thomas Chatterton Williams, “The French Origins of ‘You Will Not Replace Us,’ ” The New Yorker, November 27, 2017 https://www.newyorker.com/magazine/2017/12/04/the-french-origins-of-you-will-not-replace-us.



[16] Coral Davenport, “Major Climate Report Describes a Strong Risk of Crisis as Early as 2040,” The New York Times, October 7, 2018, https://www.nytimes.com/2018/10/07/climate/ipcc-climate-report-2040.html.



{1} Generically used to describe factions of right-wing politics that are outside of and often critical of traditional conservatism. Learn more



{2} A conspiracy claim that Jews are using immigration policy to replace a country’s majority-White population with non-Whites. Learn more




      

    

  
    
      

A History Returned




The stereotype of tree-hugging hippies in the U.S. has long masked the fact that racist projects were embedded in the earliest days of the American conservation movement and modern ecological thought.




Historian Peter Staudenmaier’s essay “Fascist Ecology,” published in 1995, describes how 19th Century German political romantics first forged a “peculiar synthesis of naturalism and nationalism{3}.”[17] Staudenmaier highlights the 19th Century German nationalist Ernst Moritz Arndt, who argued that the essence of the German people could be found in the landscape and specifically the forest.[18] Arndt was a fanatical antisemite, and, as Staudenmaier writes, “His eloquent and prescient appeals for ecological sensitivity were couched always in terms of the well-being of the German soil and the German people.” The soil and volk were inextricable, and overexploitation of the land, Arndt argued, led directly to a weakened German race.[19]




In 1866, German zoologist Ernst Haeckel coined the term “ecology,” before going on to found the German Monist League, which “combined scientifically based ecological holism with völkisch social views,” including Haeckel’s personal belief in “nordic racial superiority,” Social Darwinism, and racial eugenics. His followers developed his thinking further, “embedding concern for the natural world in a tightly woven web of regressive social themes,” as Staudenmaier writes, so that “From its very beginnings…ecology was bound up in an intensely reactionary political framework.”[20]




The rise of German nationalism was thus deeply connected to mythical conceptions of race and nature both of which were viewed as under threat by industrial advances. By the early 20th Century, figures like the psychologist Ludwig Klages, whom Stuadenmaier notes “anticipated just about all of the themes of the contemporary ecology movement,”[21] were calling for a return to simpler modes of living more natural to the German volk. This reaction brought with it the concomitant worship of German rural and peasant life and rabid antisemitism{4}—with Jews scapegoated as the bearers of a hated and false ideology of progress—that would feed directly into Nazi Germany’s philosophy of Blut und Boden (blood and soil).




Haeckel’s eugenicist beliefs also inspired one of the United States’ most effective early environmentalists, Madison Grant, a close friend to President Theodore Roosevelt who helped found numerous conservation groups and the Bronx Zoo.[22] But in the context of rising immigration in early 20th Century industrial America, Grant saw little difference between saving bison from extinction on the Great Plains and protecting White “Nordic” stock from being subsumed by new arrivals from southern and eastern Europe.[23] A key figure in the era’s elite-driven eugenics movement, Grant’s 1916 book, The Passing of the Great Race, laid out a pseudo-scientific classification of races that proved enormously consequential. Grant would go on to advise in the creation of anti-immigration and anti-miscegenation laws that served as a template for similar policies under the Third Reich,[24] and Adolf Hitler himself would later write Grant, declaring his book “my Bible.”[25] Roosevelt, who provided a blurb for the book’s later editions, is rightfully celebrated for his expansion of national parks and monuments, but as president also lectured White women on their duty to prevent “race suicide” by having more children.[26]




The value of this history isn’t lost on contemporary White nationalists. When Grant’s book was rereleased by a far-right publisher in 2012, it included a foreward by Jared Taylor, editor of the influential White supremacist online monthly American Renaissance. After praising Grant for understanding “that heedless breeding is destructive,” Taylor added, “The Passing of the Great Race unquestionably helped make it respectable to think in terms of the demographic future of the United States.”[27]



[17] Peter Staudenmaier and Janet Biehl, Ecofascism Revisited: Lessons From the German Experience, (Porsgrunn: New Compass, 2011), 18.



[18] German political romantics in the 18th and 19th C enturies derived this connection between the German race and the wooded landscape in part from the writings of the Roman historian Tacitus, author of Germania; or, On the Origin and Situation of the Germans in 98 AD. Tacitus wrote admiringly of the German race in comparison to what he viewed as the dissolute and corrupted Romans. See Caroline Delph, “Nature and nationalism in the writings of Ernst Moritz Arndt (1769–1860),” in Nature In Literary And Cultural Studies: Transatlantic Conversation on Ecocriticism, edited by Catrin Gersdorf and Sylvia Mayer, 331–354. Amsterdam: Rodopi Editions, 2006.



[19] Ibid.



[20] Staudenmaier, Ecofascism, 19.



[21] Staudenmaier, Ecofascism, 22.



[22] Jedediah Purdy, “Environmentalism’s Racist History,” The New Yorker, August 13, 2015, https://www.newyorker.com/news/news-desk/environmentalisms-racist-history.



[23] Adam Serwer, “White Nationalism’s Deep American Roots,” The Atlantic, April 2019, https://www.theatlantic.com/magazine/archive/2019/04/adam-serwer-madison-grant-white-nationalism/583258/.



[24] Paul Lombardo, “Eugenic Laws Against Race Mixing,” Eugenics Archives, http://www.eugenicsarchive.org/html/eugenics/essay7text.html; James Q. Whitman, Hitler’s American Model: The United States and the Making of Nazi Race Law, (Princeton: Princeton University Press, 2017) 12. As Whitman notes, Hitler praised the Immigration Act of 1924 in the pages of Mein Kampf. Madison played a prominent role in shaping that law.



[25] Purdy, “Environmentalism’s Racist History.”



[26] The Eugenics Archive, Social Sciences and Humanities Research Council of Canada, http://eugenicsarchive.ca/discover/tree/535eedb87095aa0000000250



[27] Jared Taylor, introduction to The Passing of the Great Race, by Madison Grant (Indianapolis: Wermod & Wermod (The Palingenesis Project), 2012), xi.



{3} The belief in the primacy of “the nation” as the most important political allegiance, that every nation should have its own state, and that it is the primary responsibility of the state and its leaders to preserve the nation. Learn more



{4} A form of oppression targeting Jews and those perceived to be Jewish, including bigoted speech, violent acts, and discriminatory policy. Learn more




      

    

  
    
      

Population & Immigration




In the 1960s and ‘70s, neo-Malthusian fears of overpopulation came to dominate the environmental movement. Two mid-century books—William Vogt’s The Road to Survival and Henry Fairfield Osborn, Jr.’s Our Plundered Planet—helped lay the groundwork for this perspective.[28] And Paul Erhlich’s 1968 bestseller, The Population Bomb, brought those fears to the mainstream. Erhlich was joined by reactionary ecologist Garrett Hardin, who argued that the planet’s “carrying capacity” was fast approaching its limit due to population growth in poor countries in essays like “Lifeboat Ethics: the Case Against Helping the Poor.” While some environmentalists (notably biologist Barry Commoner) pushed back against Erhlich’s and Hardin’s arguments, their work nevertheless gained popular attention and was adopted by prominent environmental advocacy organizations like the Sierra Club (which published Erhlich’s book).[29]




Hardin’s work was particularly influential, helping to revive a national debate around Taylor’s concern for the country’s “demographic future” by marshaling ecological arguments in service of anti-immigration policy. Hardin’s impact over time can be measured in his popularization of the “competitive exclusion principle,” which holds that in a fight between two populations over finite resources, one will inevitably lose out, and was cited in a 1961 segregationist tract[30] and in a 2018 White nationalist defense of the South African apartheid regime.[31] Hardin’s arguments about the environmental toll of immigration and foreign aid to the Global South remain influential among White nationalists, as do his prescriptions for worldwide population control[32] including rejecting the Universal Declaration of Human Rights in order to globally regulate procreation.




Hardin found a perfect collaborator in the late White nationalist conservationist John Tanton.[33] Tanton, who died in 2019, was an immensely influential figure in the U.S. anti-immigrant{5} movement, helping to found several anti-immigrant organizations including the Federation for American Immigration Reform (FAIR), the Center for Immigration Studies (CIS), and the now-retired journal The Social Contract (which ran Hardin’s famous “The Tragedy of the Commons” in its inaugural issue). Tanton started his public activism in local environmental fights in his home state of Michigan and served on the Sierra Club’s National Population Committee in the 1970s.[34] Like Hardin, he viewed immigration-driven population growth as a central threat not just to the environment, but to U.S. culture as well. The late wealthy heiress Cordelia Scaife May shared Tanton’s fears, and used her fortune to bankroll FAIR, CIS, and like-minded organizations.[35] In the late ‘90s and early ‘00s, Tanton and his allies attempted to gain control of the Sierra Club’s board and transform the organization into another vehicle for anti-immigration policy and advocacy.[36] He failed, but the sharp White nationalist turn he labored to create in the country would eventually find its advocate in President Donald Trump.




Tanton’s groups, which have provided the Trump administration with personnel and policy, produced numerous reports and commentary framing immigration as an important environmental concern.[37] A 2016 FAIR report describes immigration as the “jet engine” of U.S. population growth and argued that reducing it “offers the best chance for achieving environmental sustainability long term,” while a 2008 CIS report argues that immigration—by moving people from low-carbon-using countries to the carbon intensive U.S.—undermines climate goals.




In February 2020, a CIS attorney testified at a White House Council on Environmental Quality event, alongside the director for a Tanton-allied group misleadingly named Progressives for Immigration Reform (PFIR).[38] The two groups have long sought to expand the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA)—the landmark 1969 law that requires federal agencies to prepare environmental impact assessments before “any major federal action” that significantly impacts the environment[39]—to encompass immigration policy. Thanks, no doubt, to Erlich and Hardin’s influence in the 1960s, NEPA’s original language prescribes accounting for “the profound influences of population growth” on the environment.[40] In their February testimony, CIS and PFIR demanded that “population,” under NEPA, be interpreted as including immigration.




Under Trump, the U.S. anti-immigrant movement has been elevated from the disreputable outskirts of Republican Party to effectively running immigration policy through allies like White House senior policy adviser Stephen Miller. While the administration has yet to fully embrace an environmentalist rationale for immigration restriction, PFIR laid out how Trump might do so in a second term. In a well-produced video that spliced footage of Central American migrant “caravans” with garbage dumps and traffic jams, the group called on Trump to create an entirely new bureau within the Environmental Protection Agency dedicated to studying the impact of population growth on the environment with “jurisdiction over immigration and naturalization programs.”[41] PFIR went on to suggest a total cessation of immigration until such studies could be carried out, and concluded with a direct appeal:






Mr. President, other administrations have failed to study population growth’s impact on our natural resources and treasures. You’re presented with an opportunity to create an environmental legacy not just for you but for generations of Americans. Remember, economic prosperity isn’t the sole measure of a president’s success. Part of making America great again, is making it green again.






[28] Purdy, “Environmentalism’s Racist History.”



[29] Scholar Betsy Hartmann has detailed the two waves of mainstream U.S. environmental groups’ embrace of overpopulation politics, first in the 1960s and ‘70s and then a post-Cold War return in the 1990s. As Hartmann writes, overpopulation politics is both “politically useful to powerful interests” and “obscures the root cause of environmental degradation,” which is the extremely wasteful consumption practices of rich countries and the mammoth extractive processes and political power of the fossil fuel industry. Researchers have recently been able to quantify that only 20 companies are responsible for one-third of all carbon emissions that are driving climate change. Betsy Hartmann, Reproductive Rights and Wrongs: The Global Politics of Population Control, (Chicago: Haymarket Books, 2016), xi.; Matthew Taylor and Jonathan Watts, “Revealed: the 20 firms behind a third of all carbon emissions,” The Guardian, October 9, 2019 https://www.theguardian.com/environment/2019/oct/09/revealed-20-firms-third-carbon-emissions.



[30] Carelton Putnam, Race and Reason: A Yankee’s View, (New York: Public Affairs Press, 1961), 51.



[31] Lara Johnston, “Apartheid as Seen by the Boers: The Population History of South Africa,” Occidental Observer, March 1, 2018, https://donotlink.it/qLPLk.



[32] Pentti Linkola, Can Life Prevail?: A Radical Approach to the Environmental Crisis (Arktos, 2011), 152.



[33] Alex Amend, “First as Tragedy, Then as Fascism,” The Baffler, September 26, 2019, https://thebaffler.com/latest/first-as-tragedy-then-as-fascism-amend.



[34] John F. Rohe, Mary Lou & John Tanton: A Journey Into American Conservation, (Washington DC: FAIR Horizon Press, 2002).



[35] Nicholas Kulish and Mike McIntire, “Why an Heiress Spent Her Fortune Trying to Keep Immigrants Out,” The New York Times, August 14, 2019, https://www.nytimes.com/2019/08/14/us/anti-immigration-cordelia-scaife-may.html.



[36] Hop Hopkins, “How the Sierra Club’s History With Immigrant Rights Is Shaping Our Future,” Sierra Club, November 2, 2018, https://www.sierraclub.org/articles/2018/11/how-sierra-club-s-history-immigrant-rights-shaping-our-future.



[37] “Where the White House Gets its Racist Immigration Policies,” Political Research Associates, March 1, 2018, https://www.politicalresearch.org/2018/03/01/where-the-white-house-gets-its-racist-immigration-policies.



[38] Julie Axelrod, “Council on Environmental Quality Holds Public Hearing on the National Environmental Policy Act,” Center for Immigration Studies, February 28, 2020, https://archive.vn/m7FKw.



[39] “Summary of the National Environmental Policy Act,” Environmental Protection Agency, https://www.epa.gov/laws-regulations/summary-national-environmental-policy-act.



[40] The National Environmental Policy Act, 42 U.S.C. § 4321 (1969).



[41] PFIRorganization, “NEPA: Let’s Make America Green Again,” YouTube Video, October 8, 2019, https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=SYe2sn8wjWA.



{5} A term used to describe organizations, movements, ideas, and policies that oppose immigrants and immigration. Learn more




      

    

  
    
      

The Intellectuals




In a February article, journalist Shane Burley described how the two most influential White nationalist publishing houses working today—U.S.-based Counter-Currents Publishing and European-based Arktos Media—have developed the “intellectual foundation for a new fascism{6}.”[42] They’re also two of the most prominent sources of ecofascist thinking and ideas, promoting work on “deep ecology”—a biocentric environmental philosophy founded by the late Norwegian philosopher Arne Næss[43] that holds, “It would be better for humans if there were fewer of them, and much better for other creatures.”[44]




[image: a-a-alex-amend-blood-and-vanishing-topsoil-2.png]
Example of a Pentti Linkola meme. (Image credit: Mlang.Finn/Wikimedia Commons).






That credo, unsurprisingly, resonates with ecofascist thinking and has led to some ugly reasoning by deep ecology advocates.[45] Finnish ecofascist Pentti Linkola arrived at this deep ecology principle with much more murderous vehemence, and Arktos Media published an English-translation collection of his essays in 2009 under the title Can Life Prevail? The book’s introduction was written by U.S. ecofascist Brett Stevens, who runs Amerika.org and the fansite PenttiLinkola.com.[46] Several personalities on the influential White nationalist podcast network The Right Stuff have recently translated Finnish documentaries featuring Linkola[47] while memes featuring his writings and image circulate across far-right communities online.




Arktos also published two collections of essays by Ludwig Klages, who denounced the “ever-increasing mechanization” of mankind that was engendering the “desecration of the natural world.”[48] Klages’ work has been celebrated on the U.S. Far Right by neonazi publisher National Vanguard[49] and writers for the now archived altright.com, for developing a “useful deep ecological perspective.”[50]




Counter-Currents has also written about Klages,[51] and regularly commemorates figures from their own established canon of ecofascists—including some rescued from obscurity—like the Hitler-worshipping Savitri Devi; the English fascist and organic farming pioneer Jorian Jenks; English author Henry Williamson; as well as Linkola and early eugenics-driven conservationists like Madison Grant.




In a 2012 interview, Counter-Currents editor Greg Johnson spoke to the key tenets of ecofascist belief, arguing that “the centrality of nature”—terminology borrowed from deep ecology and biocentrism—connects fascism and ecology, in contrast to what he described as the “very much man-centered and anti-natural” outlook of modern liberal society.[52] From the biocentric perspective, Johnson said, “follows an organic, hierarchical view of society, the rejection of egalitarianism, the rejection of modern technology and capitalism.”[53] Both deep ecologists like Næss and ecofascists like Johnson associate the anthropocentric view with the Judeo-Christian tradition.[54] Ecofascists, including original Nazi theorists like Alfred Rosenberg, often emphasize this fact by embracing paganism and extending antisemitic conspiracy theories to blame Jews for capitalism and industrial society’s destruction of the environment.




Johnson additionally describes how valuing biodiversity must extend to human biodiversity, arguing that if the former is viewed as worthy of preservation so too must the latter. With this perspective, Johnson explained, “you get the outlook of somebody like Savitri Devi…who said that her dream is of a world where you have many races and each race has its own place in the world where it can live according to its own lights.”[55]





This vision of creating preserves for “human biodiversity,” otherwise known as ethnostates, echoes the work of the European New Right (ENR),{7} which Counter-Currents and Arktos Media have strived to emulate and promote, and which Alt Right figures like Richard Spencer have heavily drawn upon.[56] The leading philosopher of the ENR, Alain de Benoist, articulated the almost identical concept of ethnopluralism, or the idea of a racial “right to difference.”[57] French political scientist Stéphane Françoise has highlighted Benoist’s interest in the environmental sustainability concept of bioregionalism—which envisions a more harmonious human adaptation to the unique natural characteristics that define a given “bioregion” and to live within its natural limits.[58] Françoise described[59] Benoist’s interest in bioregionalism as “a concept that joined the rooted regionalism” of his ethnopluralism.[60]




This April, Counter-Currents published an obituary of Linkola[61] and celebrated Earth Day by linking to old articles they’d published on ecology.[62] It also ran a new piece, proposing that right-wing environmentalism should be understood as the effort to “keep human population at manageable levels, but value preservation of distinct racial types rather than suicidal extinction.”[63] Accompanying the article was an image that has been circulated widely on 8chan by White supremacists, illustrating concepts considered essential to a new society, including “environmentalism” and “ethnic autonomy.” A year earlier, the Christchurch mass killer had used the same image on the cover of his manifesto.[64]



[42] Shane Burley, “How White Racists Dream: Metapolitics and Fascist Publishing,” Full Stop, February 24, 2020, http://www.full-stop.net/2020/02/24/features/shane-burley/how-white-racists-dream-metapolitics-and-fascist-publishing/.



[43] Deep ecology is decidedly biocentric, viewing every living thing from microbes to humans as equal in intrinsic value. Deep ecology contrasts itself to what Næss and his followers term “shallow ecology,” an anthropocentric environmentalism that is concerned with preserving the environment solely for human ends. See Alan Drengson “Some Thought on the Deep Ecology Movement,” Foundation for Deep Ecology, http://www.deepecology.org/deepecology.htm.



[44] Arne Næss “The Ecology of Wisdom: Writings by Arne Naess,” (Berkeley: Counterpoint Press, 2010), 28.



[45] In a rather infamous case from the 1980s, deep ecology-adhering radical environmentalist group Earth First! published pseudonymous editorials celebrating AIDS as a “welcome” process of population control that Western countries should allow to take their course. Martha F. Lee, Earth First!: Environmental Apocalypse, (Syracuse: Syracuse University Press, 1995), 101–103.



[46] Stevens’ Amerika.org banner appears at the bottom of the Linkola fansite. Stevens was also involved in an earlier fascist web forum circa 1999–2005 of the so-called Libertarian National Socialist Green Party, which adopted a Nazi Germany flag with a green background. “From the Green party we inherit extreme concepts of practical ecological value,” reads an archived version of the forum. See Libertarian National Socialist Green Party, https://web.archive.org/web/20020328181956/http://www.nazi.org/.



[47] “Pentti Linkola – Cry, Beloved… (1988),” The Right Stuff, December 7, 2019, http://archive.is/haqKI.



[48] Ludwig Klages, The Biocentric Worldview, (Budapest: Arktos, 2013), 123; Ludwig Klages, Cosmogonic Reflections, (Budapest: Arktos, 2015),



[49] A number of Klages’ essays and aphorisms are made available online via an archive managed by the American neonazi Kevin Alfred Strom, who founded National Vanguard as an offshoot of the once preeminent neonazi organization National Alliance. Strom has published several of these translations on National Vanguard’s website.



[50] Joakim Anderson, “Ludwig Klages and the Biocentric Worldview,” AltRight.com, November 6, 2015, http://archive.is/zWYRk.;, https://donotlink.it/vw3WQ.



[51] James J O’Meara, “Forward — Into the Past! Circling the Cosmos with Herr Prof. Dr. Ludwig Klages,” Counter-Currents, July 7, 2015, http://archive.is/DjxRg.



[52] Both Næss and ecofascists like Johnson, drawing on Devi, locate the source of the West’s anthropocentric orientation to nature in the Judeo-Christian tradition.



[53] Robert Stark, “Robert Stark Interviews Greg Johnson on Eco-Fascism,” Voice of Reason Radio Network, April 2, 2012, http://archive.is/5rlQX.



[54] Deep ecologists point to Genesis 1:26 which reads “And God said, Let us make man in our image, after our likeness: and let them have dominion over the fish of the sea, and over the fowl of the air, and over the cattle, and over all the earth, and over every creeping thing that creepeth upon the earth.”



[55] Ibid. In a recent article at the antisemitic journal Occidental Observer titled “Racial Ecologism,” an author stressed this aspect of ecofascist thinking writing: “We have already noted the importance of population-habitat balance. Now consider the irony of U.S. state and federal governments requiring the integration of human racial groups and promoting miscegenation while they also spend millions of dollars to preserve unique genotypes among mammals and fish.” Nelson Rosit, “Racial Ecologism: An Environmental Position Paper for the Dissident Right,” Occidental Observer, December 2, 2019.



[56] Counter-Currents’ tagline is “North American New Right”



[57] Spencer Sunshine, “Rebranding Fascism: National-Anarchists,” Political Research Associates, January 28, 2008, https://www.politicalresearch.org/2008/01/28/rebranding-fascism-national-anarchists.



[58] Blair Taylor details another connection between bioregionalism and racist movements in the figure of Kirkpatrick Sale, a longtime writer on topics of environmentalism and technology and author of Dwellers In The Land, who has made common cause with several secessionist groups including the neo-Confederate group League of the South. Blair Taylor, “Alt-right ecology: Ecofascism and far-right environmentalism in the United States,” in Far Right and the Environment: Politics, Discourse and Communication, ed. Bernhard Forchtner (Routledge, 2019).



[59] Stéphane François, “La Nouvelle Droite et l’écologie : une écologie néopaïenne?” Parlement[s], Revue d’histoire politique, no. 12 (2009): 132 -143, https://www.cairn.info/revue-parlements1-2009-2-page-132.htm#.. Translation by the author.



[60] In the U.S. context, this vision hearkens back to the concept of the “Northwest Territorial Imperative,” a call to W hite supremacists to move to the Pacific Northwest en masse, and establish a stronghold. Neonazi author Harold Covington—whose work Greg Johnson has promoted—further popularized the call and u ntil Covington’s death in 2018, sought to establish an “independent and sovereign White nation in the Pacific Northwest” which they believed to be “the only possibility for the survival of the White race on this continent.” See Blair Taylor, “Alt-right ecology: Ecofascism and far-right environmentalism in the United States,” in Far Right and the Environment: Politics, Discourse and Communication, ed. Bernhard Forchtner (Routledge, 2019) and “The Northwest Front,” The Northwest Front, http://archive.is/QGc0l. It’s also reminiscent of the efforts by White supremacists to establish “Pioneer Little Europes” in Georgia, Idaho, and Oklahoma in the late ‘90s and early ‘00s. See Mark Potok, “Closed Circuit,” The Intelligence Report, November 20, 2013, https://www.splcenter.org/fighting-hate/intelligence-report/2013/closed-circuit. In Germany, there exists a more mature movement of right-wing “Völkisch settlers” who “establish themselves as small-scale organic farmers, skilled artisans and helpful neighbors in the village community” and number in the low 1,000s. See Maik Fielitz, “Practicing The Radical Right Exit: The Case of the Volkisch Settlers,” Center for Analysis of the Radical Right, August 7, 2018, https://www.radicalrightanalysis.com/2018/08/07/practicing-the-radical-right-exit-the-case-of-the-volkisch-settlers/.



[61] Timo Hännikäinen, “Remembering Pentti Linkola December 7, 1932 — April 5, 2020,” Counter-Currents, April 7, 2020, http://archive.is/M4Eyy#selection-273.0–277.32https://archive.is/M4Eyy.



[62] John Morgan, “Earth Day Special,” Counter-Currents, April 22, 2020, http://archive.is/wip/PO8rJ.



[63] “Ecofascism Resurgent,” Counter-Currents, April 22, 2020, http://archive.is/vXSSN.



[64] In Matthew N Lyons’ analysis of the Christchurch shooter’s manifesto, he rightly locates the killer’s anti-capitalist writings in the fascist Third Position{12} tradition, which has its roots in the “left” Stasserite wing of the early Nazi Party. Importantly, this is another fascist tradition that has long embraced environmental protection. The W hite nationalist American Freedom Party, formerly known as American Third Position, has a pro-environment plank and claims to be the United State’s “only true Green party.” See Matthew N Lyons, “The Christchurch massacre and fascist revolutionary politics,” Threewayfight, April 18, 2019, http://threewayfight.blogspot.com/2019/04/the-christchurch-massacre-and-fascist.html and American Freedom Party, “Environment,” http://archive.is/JHEbc.



{6} A form of far-right populist ultra-nationalism that celebrates the nation or the race as transcending all other loyalties. Learn more



{7} A style of politics associated with ethnic nationalism, anti-immigrant bigotry, anti-LGBTQ campaigns, and national renewal. Learn more



{12} A form of neofascism that is opposed to both capitalism and communism and typically presents itself as “beyond left and right.” Learn more




      

    

  
    
      

The Killers[65]




On March 15, 2019, a 28-year-old Australian White man named Brenton Tarrant walked into the Al Noor Mosque in Christchurch, New Zealand, during Friday Prayer. With an arsenal and a camera attached to his helmet, he broadcast his own murderous rampage that would continue at another nearby mosque and ultimately leave 51 innocent people dead.




Before beginning his massacre, Tarrant posted his manifesto, “The Great Replacement,” on 8chan, an image board that, until last year, provided a playground for an assortment of White supremacist trolls and vicious online harassers. Tarrant’s title was a reference to the French author Renaud Camus, who developed the conspiracist grand remplacement theory that a global elite is orchestrating the replacement of White Europeans with non-European immigrants. The same concept inspired White supremacists in the 2017 torch-lit march in Charlottesville, Virginia, to chant, “Jews will not replace us.”




The Christchurch massacre was the latest in a rising number of White supremacist attacks worldwide.[66] But it stood out for its lethality and how Tarrant tailored the siege to become a meme for the far-right community he’d emerged from: by streaming his attack, packing his manifesto with references and ideas that have long circulated among far-right corners of the internet, and even etching phrases and names into his rifle and body armor.




It also stood out for Tarrant’s identification as an ecofascist and how closely he echoed the movement’s ideas in describing “immigration and birth rates” as a threat to both “White” nations and the environment. “The environment is being destroyed by over population,” the killer wrote. “We Europeans are one of the groups that are not over populating the world. The invaders are the ones over populating the world. Kill the invaders, kill the overpopulation and by doing so save the environment.”




Tarrant’s manifesto updated the neo-Malthusian fear of overpopulation by synthesizing “great replacement” theory with the climate crisis, and arguing, “Green nationalism is the only true nationalism.” And, like Devi’s vision of racial biodiversity and Benoist’s ethnopluralism, he also advocated for a “green” version of “ethnic autonomy”:






The Europe of the future is not one of concrete and steel smog and wires but a place of forests, lakes, mountains and meadows. Not a place where english is the defacto [sic] language but a place where every European language, belief and tradition is valued. Each nation and each ethnicity was melded by their own environment and if they are to be protected so must their own environments.







The attack in Christchurch was the deadliest White supremacist attack since 2011, when Anders Breivik, targeting Leftist youth, killed 77 in Norway. That attack, Tarrant wrote, was the “true inspiration” for his own.[67] Breivik also wrote a manifesto—an encyclopedic-scale collection of far-right conspiracism{8}, but his comments on the environment were somewhat overlooked.




While Breivik embraced some climate change denial arguments, and believed that environmentalism was a Communist plot, he also borrowed from reactionary ecology. Specifically, he blamed overpopulation as “the outcome of 2nd but especially 3rd world human behaviour” created by a “Marxist/multiculturalist/suicidal humanist/capitalist globalist{9} elite.” Like Garrett Hardin’s broadsides against international aid, Breivik attacked the United Nations Declaration of Human Rights as enabling “third world” overpopulation that was threatening to overtake Europe. Sounding not unlike Linkola or Hardin (who helped popularize the concept of Earth’s “carrying capacity”), Breivik wrote:






We should create population capacity guidelines for continents or countries… If starvation threatens the countries who have failed to follow our guidelines we should not support them by backing their corrupt leaders or send any form of aid. There is no general consensus to the carrying capacity of the planet. Our planet should not exceed 3 billion individuals so radical policies will have to be implemented.







Like a murderous daisy chain, Breivik inspired Tarrant, whose “Great Replacement” manifesto in turn inspired another killer who expressed environmental grievances as justification for shooting down 23 innocent people in an El Paso, Texas, Walmart in August 2019. In a manifesto also posted on 8chan, the El Paso shooter described how he targeted “invaders” as one way to “get rid of enough people…[so that] our way of life can become more sustainable.”




“The environment is getting worse by the year,” the killer wrote, arguing that immigration from Mexico posed a dual threat to White political power and the environment. “If you take nothing else from this document, remember this: INACTION IS A CHOICE. I can no longer bear the shame of inaction knowing that our founding fathers have endowed me with the rights needed to save our country from the brink [of] destruction.”




The significance of these manifestos, noted historian Graham Macklin, wasn’t just their value as “ideological justification” and propaganda, but the “call to arms” they issued for new killers to follow.[68]





Tarrant made that invitation clear in a concluding section of his manifesto titled “Destabilization and Accelerationism,” in which he called on others to follow his lead, sowing violence and discord in order to bring about societal collapse from which new White ethnostates can be erected.



[65] It’s worth noting two older incidents of violence that have a connection to the ecofascist subculture. In 2005, a 16-year-old user of the Libertarian National Socialist Green Party forum killed 10, including himself, starting at his home and continuing at his former high school in Red Lake, MN. See Sarah Left, “A neo-nazi ‘angel of death,’ ” The Guardian, March 22, 2005, https://www.theguardian.com/world/2005/mar/22/usa.usgunviolence1. In 2007, a school shooter in Finland named Pekka-Eric Auvinen killed seven fellow students and the principal before killing himself. Shortly before the murders, Auvinen, who expressed deep misanthropy, made a tribute video to Pentti Linkola. See Brendan O’Neill, “Rating humanity,” The Guardian, November 14, 2007, https://www.theguardian.com/commentisfree/2007/nov/14/ratinghumanity.



[66] Weiyi Cai and Simone Landon, “Attacks by White Extremists Are Growing. So Are Their Connections,” The New York Times, April 3, 2019, https://www.nytimes.com/interactive/2019/04/03/world/white-extremist-terrorism-christchurch.html.



[67] Adam Taylor, “New Zealand suspect allegedly claimed ‘brief contact’ with Norwegian mass murderer Anders Breivik,” The Washington Post, March 15, 2019, https://www.washingtonpost.com/world/2019/03/15/new-zealand-suspect-allegedly-claimed-brief-contact-with-norwegian-mass-murderer-anders-breivik/.



[68] Graham Macklin, “The El Paso Terrorist Attack: The Chain Reaction of Global Right-Wing Terror,” CTC Sentinel vol 12, no 11 (December 2019): 2. https://ctc.usma.edu/el-paso-terrorist-attack-chain-reaction-global-right-wing-terror/.



{8} A mode of political explanation that assumes a vast insidious plot against the common good. Learn more



{9} A term used to demonize Jews and/or to describe a broad conspiracy of elites bent upon pursuing a “New World Order”. Learn more




      

    

  
    
      

Green Accelerationism & Uncle Ted




In the immediate aftermath of the El Paso killings, Southern Poverty Law Center analyst Cassie Miller noted that far-right channels on the encrypted messaging service Telegram broke out in celebration of the terror attack and anointed the killer a “saint.”[69] This same Telegram community, Miller wrote, represents the “largest online stronghold for accelerationist ideas.”




Within the White power movement, accelerationism is seen as “the belief that a social system’s internal contradictions should be pushed to their limits in order to encourage rather than overcome the system’s self-destructive tendencies. This is done to hasten the system’s collapse or demise as well as create space for radical social change to take root,” as the neonazi group The Base put it in a meme shared to Telegram.[70] Before a federal crackdown unraveled the group this spring, The Base held survivalist trainings—another important aspect of ecofascist groups at work today.




It’s easy to see how the accelerationist theory of change could include radical, and even murderous, action to forestall environmental destruction. For ecofascists, “the system” is not just a decadent Western civilization enabling its own destruction through immigration and egalitarianism, but also, through its capitalist and industrial economy, the primary threat to the environment. Toppling a destructive techno-industrial society that celebrates multiculturalism could simultaneously advance the White nationalist cause and help the planet.




Throughout 2019, a diffuse group of ecofascist Telegram accounts called the “Ecogram” was active—including pagan and neo-volkisch accounts, an account for a North Carolina animal shelter run by a White supremacist,[71] as well as accounts calling for revolutionary fascism. One account described itself by writing, “Yesterday we were Libertarians, today we’re any variety of EcoFash terrorwave collapse cult accelerationists. This is because the only outlet we have left to voice white self interest is a direct hands on approach.” Another account for a short-lived group called The Green Brigade described itself as “consisting of openly accelerationist, Eco-Extremist members focused on tearing down the system that exploits our land, animals, and people.” In December, this group posted photos of an alleged leafletting action in Arkansas featuring a flyer with an image of a human skull atop the crossed monkey wrench and stone hammer from the Earth First! logo.[72]




The accelerationist call to overthrow the “system” also helps explain the growing far-right adulation of Ted Kaczynski, the U.S. terrorist who killed three and injured more than 20 using mail bombs intended to spark an anti-technology revolution. After his arrest, anarchists[73] and radical environmentalists[74] first embraced Kaczynski for his writings attacking technological developments that he saw as ruining the environment and enslaving mankind. There were also less pronounced explorations of Kaczynski’s value on the Far Right, including threads on Stormfront dating back to 2002. Notably, Anders Breivik plagiarized Kaczynski in his sprawling manifesto.[75]




But in the last several years, a loose far-right community emerged on social media platforms with users who added pine tree emojis to their profile names and adopted Kaczynski as their own. Members of this pine tree community circulated memes featuring “Uncle Ted” and his Montana cabin, alongside more earnest discussions about Kaczynski’s anti-technology ideas and the desire for simpler, healthier lives more in tune with nature. While some far-right fans recognize that Kaczynski isn’t explicitly a “racialist,” they applaud his hatred of Leftism and social justice activism. (The first section of Kaczynski’s infamous manifesto, “Industrial Society and Its Future,” concerns “The Psychology of Modern Leftism.”) Some new adherents, including members of Atomwaffen, sought correspondence with Kaczynski by sending him letters in prison.[76]




One micro-celebrity to emerge from this community is Mike Mahoney, aka Mike Ma, a former member of Milo Yiannopoulos’ entourage[77] who created a brand, the “Pine Tree Party,” adopting the Revolutionary War-era “An Appeal to Heaven” flag. In 2019, Ma self-published a novel, Harassment Architecture, rife with scenes of brutal violence, racism{10}, and misogyny{11}—including fantasies of shooting up a gay nightclub and curb-stomping a Leftist woman—culminating in a fantasy of accelerationist terror the narrator describes as “cleansing fire.” In a speech near the end of the novel (sold on Amazon and as an Audible Audiobook), Ma’s hero exhorts his followers:






We’re here because we understand that today is unsustainable and cruel, that tomorrow will only be worse, unless somebody takes action…. It’s today that you have accepted that you, yourself, are an engine of chaos, an accelerationist. You architect harassment…In a week, we’ll reenter the world as our usual selves…But this time, we accelerate heavily from within.







PDFs and an audiobook version of Harassment Architecture have been circulating across accelerationist Telegram since the book’s publication. The book has also been included in a “Audio Nazi Library” on Telegram, alongside William Pierce’s infamous race-war novel The Turner Diaries, and the manifestos of White supremacist mass killers like Dylann Roof and the Christchurch shooter.




Ma, still in his twenties, has developed a steady following on social media, posting daily Instagram stories featuring fans with his novel or wearing his merchandise, including shirts reading “Kaczynski Electric.” His followers—largely young, White men, many of whom are into weight-lifting, tactical weapons training, and outdoor survival—constitute a demographic other far-right environmentalist influencers see as ripe for recruitment.



[69] Cassie Miller, “El Paso Massacre Galvanizes Accelerationists,” Hatewatch, August 5, 2019, https://www.splcenter.org/hatewatch/2019/08/05/el-paso-massacre-galvanizes-accelerationists.



[70] The post also contained a stylized image of the cover art from William Pierce’s The Turner Diaries. As Matthew N. Lyons noted in his examination of the Christchurch manifesto, Pierce’s extremely influential novel/manual for race war contained one of the earliest expressions of White power accelerationism. See Matthew N. Lyons, “The Christchurch massacre and fascist revolutionary politics,” Three Way Fight, April 18, 2019, https://threewayfight.blogspot.com/2019/04/the-christchurch-massacre-an….



[71] Tia Foster, who also co-ran accounts for Ananda Animal Refuge and Rescue and Mercy Line Transport, was active on both Telegram under the name “White Tree” and other social media throughout 2019. See Asheville Anti Racism, “TIA AZAR FOSTER, ECO-FASCIST MONSTER,” September 13, 2019, https://avlantiracism.blackblogs.org/2019/09/13/tia-azar-foster-eco-fascist-monster/.



[72] This same account promoted the manifestos of a Latin American anarchist terror group called Individualists Tending Toward the Wild (ITS) with memes imploring followers to “READ BAYAQ” much the same way neonazis spread “READ SIEGE” propaganda. ITS started in Mexico as a violent, anti-technology anarchist movement that targeted university professors and researchers in fields like nanotechnology with mail bombs (while clearly seeking to emulate Kaczynski, the American condemned the group’s actions from prison in 2011. See “Ted Kaczynski on Individualists Tending Toward Savagery (ITS),” The Anarchist Library, 2017, https://theanarchistlibrary.org/library/ted-kaczynski-ted-kaczynski-on-…). Other anarchists have condemned the group. See Scott Campbell, “There’s Nothing Anarchist About Eco-Fascism: A Condemnation Of ITS,” It’s Going Down, https://itsgoingdown.org/nothing-anarchist-eco-fascism-condemnation/.



[73] Days of War, Nights of Love, (Salem: Crimethinc, 2001) 220.



[74] “Letters: Ted Kaczynski and Derrick Jensen,” AnarchistNews.org, October 2, 2019, https://anarchistnews.org/content/letters-ted-kaczynski-and-derrick-jen….



[75] Hans Rustad, “Behring Breivik kopierte Una-bomberen,” Document, July 24, 2011, https://www.document.no/2011/07/24/behring-breivik-kopierte-una-bomberen/.



[76] Alexander Epp and Roman Höfner, “The Hate Network,” Der Spiegel, September 7, 2018, http://archive.is/HwJEo#selection-509.9–512.0.



[77] Joe Bernstein, “Here’s How Breitbart And Milo Smuggled White Nationalism{13} Into The Mainstream,” BuzzFeed News, October 5, 2017, https://www.buzzfeednews.com/article/josephbernstein/heres-how-breitbart-and-milo-smuggled-white-nationalism.



{10} An ideology that assumes a hierarchy of human worth based on the social construction of racial difference. Racism as an ideology claims superiority of the socially constructed category, White, over other racialized categories based on the false idea that race is a fixed and immutable reality. Learn more



{11} An aggravated form of sexism that is a primary motivation for the Right, both as recruitment for and justification of its agenda. Learn more



{13} A social movement based on a belief in biologically determined racial hierarchies, often with the ultimate goal of establishing an all-White nation state. Learn more




      

    

  
    
      

Collapse




Another influential figure to emerge from the Pine Tree community is the obscure U.S. electronic musician Storm King,[78] who in several interviews including on racist podcasts over the past several years has detailed his vision for the Far Right to reclaim environmentalism as an “untried attack vector” that could aid their organizing.[79] In particular, Storm King advocates what he calls deceleration: an alternative apocalyptic approach to accelerationism[80] that involves going off-grid and creating self-sufficient communities organized around shared political beliefs. “Move your family into a situation preferably in a very rural area where you are anti-fragile,” Storm King advised in a 2018 interview. “It’s essentially prepping. You’re decelerating in your own life.”[81]




Ma has embraced this concept too, if only for branding purposes, in one of his catchphrases: “ACCELERATE THE WORLD, DECELERATE YOUR TRIBE!” For these two influencers of American far-right environmentalism then, collapse in the form of environmental and economic crisis is welcomed as an opportunity.




Collapse is also the subject of a French survivalist book, CBRN: Surviving Chemical, Biological, Radiological & Nuclear Events, published this March by Arktos, which includes chapters discussing pandemics in general, as well as an “Unknown Virus” and “The Flu.” The book is an example of just how savvy (and lucky) neofascist organizations can be in capitalizing on political and environmental crises.




The ongoing coronavirus crisis has made “preppers” of everyone, at least in some ways. It has also provided something of a dry run for how society will respond to disaster on the scale of the coming climate crisis. So far, it has led to increased anti-Asian vitriol and violence, due in part to President Trump’s insistence on calling COVID-19 the “Wuhan virus” and other conspiracies about the origin of the virus.[82] Meanwhile, Trump’s administration has supercharged deportations and suspended most types of immigration under the cover of a national emergency—orders influenced in part by the same anti-immigrant organizations arguing against immigration on environmental grounds.[83] Calls from Trump to “LIBERATE” Democratic-led states were answered by armed protesters while the Far Right has cheered at the prospect of economic societal collapse.[84] By early July, the death toll had surpassed 130,000.




Alongside the heroics of doctors, nurses, and everyday workers, there’s been a Far Right striving to exploit the crisis in myriad ways. The Left-leaning environmental movement must recognize that the ground will continue to shift beneath them and remain vigilant against what this threat portends for the larger crisis to come. They must recognize the insight of author and activist Daniel Denvir—that nationalism “poses a greater threat to addressing global warming than climate denialism.”[85] The rise of ethnonationalist movements and groups—inflamed by xenophobia, expressed through violence, and increasingly claiming the mantle of environmentalism—cannot be separated from the challenge of the climate crisis itself. They are—all of them—the same fight.


Endnotes









[78] Before getting banned on Twitter, Storm King used the handle @linkolawave, a reference to Pentti Linkola and the genre of music he produces, known as “Fashwave.”



[79] Borzoi, “Stormking and Borzoi Talk Kaczynski,” The People’s Square (podcast), 2018.



[80] Storm King describes decelerationism as a response to accelerationism as theorized by neoreactionary thinker Nick Land, not W hite power accelerationism.



[81] Borzoi, “Stormking and Borzoi Talk Kaczynski,” The People’s Square (podcast), 2018.



[82] Stephanie Young, “New York City Has Logged 248 Complaints of Coronavirus Discrimination{14},” The Wall Street Journal, April 19, 2020, https://www.wsj.com/articles/new-york-city-has-logged-248-complaints-of-coronavirus-discrimination-11587308400.



[83] Michael Edison Hayden and Eddie Bejarano, “Trump’s Immigration Order Was Drafted by Officials With Ties to Hate Groups, According to Report,” Hatewatch, April 24, 2020, https://www.splcenter.org/hatewatch/2020/04/24/trumps-immigration-order-was-drafted-officials-ties-hate-groups-according-report.



[84] Cassie Miller, “White Supremacists See Coronavirus as an Opportunity,” Hatewatch, March 26, 2020 https://www.splcenter.org/hatewatch/2020/03/26/white-supremacists-see-coronavirus-opportunity; Michael D. Shear and Sarah Mervosh, “Trump Encourages Protest Against Governors Who Have Imposed Virus Restrictions,” The New York Times, April 17, 2020, https://www.nytimes.com/2020/04/17/us/politics/trump-coronavirus-governors.html.



[85] Daniel Denvir, All-American Nativism{15}: How the Bipartisan War on Immigrants Explains Politics as We Know It,” (London: Verso, 2020), 274.



{14} The act of favoring members of one community/social identity over another, impacting health, prosperity, and political participation. Learn more



{15} A term widely used in both academia and media to indicate beliefs, movements, and policies that limit or discourage immigration, particularly from racially, ethnically, and religiously diverse countries of origin. Learn more
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