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An overview of playwright Eugene O'Neill's life and works; lists possible correlations/topics of speculation between him and the Unabomber.
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 SUBJECT: 
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MAJOR CASE 75;
00: SF 
   
  

 




Reurairtel to the Director dated 6/13/95.




Enclosed are three documents entitled "O'Neill Time Line", "Significant Dates in the Life and Times of O'Neill", and a xerox copy of the index from the book O'Neill by Arthur and Barbara Gelb (Harper and Row, 1973).




O'Neill, by the Gelb's, is considered by many to be the definitive biography of playwright EUGENE O'NEILL. The book was reviewed by SSA James A. Wright of the Investigative Support Unit (ISU), Critical Incident Response Group (CIRG), for any significant dates, events, characters (real or fictional), or symbolism which might correspond to the UNABOM subject's activities.




There are no obvious correlations between captioned investigation and EUGENE O'NEILL'S life or works. However, there are some issues which can be topics of speculation.
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O'NEILL was born in a hotel at Longacre Park in New York City. In 1904, the park was renamed Times Square in honor of the New York Times, the UNABOM subject's preferred media contact.





	

The color green is a dominant color at Tao House, O'NEILL'S California home. Also, one source is quoted as saying "... the worst thing - from James and Ella's point of view - that Eugene ever did as a child was to pour a can of green paint over a box of shiny, metal statuettes depicting James as Edmond Dantes." This statement was made in regard to a young Eugene's rebelliousness, particularly toward his father whose major role as an actor was as Edmond Dantes in The Count of Monte Cristo.





	

In the summer of 1907, O'NEILL became friends with BENJAMIN TUCKER, owner of a book shop in New York and a well-known anarchist who wrote and published several anarchist writings. At that time, most of O'NEILL'S friends and associates "dabbled" with anarchy, as did much of the literary and artistic community. By the end of World War I, O'NEILL had become indifferent about politics and social movements.





	

O'NEILL attended Princeton University for only one year. In his plays he would later express disdain for college and college life. However, it is also noted that he insisted his son go to Yale, payed for his education, and donated considerable money to Yale.










The ISU can find no obvious connection between the UNABOM subject and playwright EUGENE O'NEILL which would explain his continued use of O'NEILL postage stamps. It is possible that he feels a kinship with O'NEILL because of what he views as similar, tragic lives. It is obvious that the O'NEILL stamp, if not O'NEILL himself, has importance to the UNABOM subject. However, what that importance is may only be known and make sense to the UNABOM subject.










      

    

  
    
      

Significant Dates in the Life and Times of O’Neill




 
  
   	
 DATE 
   
   	
 EVENT 
   
  

  
   	
 08/13/57 
   
   	
 O'Neill's mother, ELLA QUINLAN (tn Mary Ellen Quinlan) was born at New Haven, Conn. 
   
  

  
   	
 09/10/78 
   
   	
 Brother JAMES O'NEILL, JR., was born. 
   
  

  
   	
 03/04/85 
   
   	
 O'Neill's brother, EDMUND, died of measles after contracting the disease from his brother, Jamie. Their mother was on tour with their father and the children were left in the care of Ell's mother in New York. Ella carried the guild for the rest of her life and also blamed Jamie. Jamie was sent (exiled) to a boarding school where he remained for the next nine years. 
   
  

  
   	
 10/16/88 
   
   	
 EUGENE GLADSTONE O'NEILL was born in room 236 of the Barrett Hou^e Hotel, at Broadway and 43rd Street in New York. 
   
  

  
   	
 10/16/00 
   
   	
 O'Neill entered De La Salle Institute in Manhattan, New York, and lived at home with his mother. 
   
  

  
   	
 09/20/06 
   
   	
 O'Neill entered Princeton University. 
   
  

  
   	
 October, 1909 
   
   	
 O'Neill married Kathleen Jenkins. 
   
  

  
   	
 05/05/10 
   
   	
 EUGENE O'NEILL, JR. was bom. O'Neill found out about the birth of his child from the newspaper. He did not visit mother or child and, to get him out of town, his father took him on tour. He left his father's tour in Boston to go to sea. 
   
  

  
   	
 07/05/12 
   
   	
 Divorce was granted to Kathleen by Judge Joseph Morschauser at White Plains, New York. 
   
  

  
   	
 10/11/12 
   
   	
 Final divorce decree. 
   
  

  
   	
 11/15/12 
   
   	
 He was diagnosed as having pleurisy. 
   
  

  
   	
 November, 1912 
   
   	
 The diagnosis was later changed to tuberculosis. 
   
  

  
   	
 12/09/12 
   
   	
 James took O'Neill to the Fairfield County State Tuberculosis Sanitarium in Shelton, Conn. Even though all who knew the O'Neill's assumed he was being taken to a private hospital, this was a state hospital for the indigent. 
   
  

  
   	
 12/11/12 
   
   	
 O'Neill left the sanitarium and returned to New York where he persuaded his father to put him in a private hospital, Gaylord Farm, at Wallingford, Conn. 
   
  

  
   	
 12/25/12 
   
   	
 O'Neill arrived at Gaylord Farm. 
   
  

  
   	
 06/03/13 
   
   	
 O'Neill left Gaylord Farm and returned to New London. On advice of his doctors, he relaxed the rest of the summer. 
   
  

  
   	
 03/30/14 
   
   	
 O'Neill signed a contract to publish his first book of plays - Thirst and Other One Act Plays. 
   
  

  
   	
 September, 1914 
   
   	
 O'Neill enrolled in Harvard to study drama under GEORGE PIERCE BAKER. 
   
  

  
   	
 11/03/16 
   
   	
 O'Neill's first play produced at The Playwrights' Theater was Bound East for Cardiff. 
   
  

  
   	
 04/06/17 
   
   	
 The United States entered World War I. 
   
  

  
   	
 October, 1917 
   
   	
 AGNES BOULTON, a writer of short stories for pulp magazines, was introduced by a mutual friend from The Playwrights' Theater. 
   
  

  
   	
 11/04/17 
   
   	
 O'Neill's first public attention came with a feature article about him in The Times drama section. 
   
  

  
   	
 04/12/18 
   
   	
 O'Neill married Agnes at Provincetown. 
   
  

  
   	
 10/30/19 
   
   	
 SHANE RUDRAIGHE O'NEILL was bom. He was named after an Irish king known as Shane the Proud. 
   
  

  
   	
 02/03/20 
   
   	
 O'Neill's first Broadway production opened: Beyond the Horizon at the Morosco Theater. 
   
  

  
   	
 02/10/20 
   
   	
 James suffered a stroke and was hospitalized. While in the hospital he was diagnosed with intestinal cancer. Eugene was distraught and spent as much time as possible at his bedside. 
   
  

  
   	
 06/03/20 
   
   	
 O'Neill was awarded a Pulitzer Prize for Beyond the Horizon. 
   
  

  
   	
 08/10/20 
   
   	
 James O'Neill died in a hospital at New London, Conn. His last several weeks, O'Neill was at his bed side. O'Neill expressed to friends that he was grateful he had a successful play his father could be proud of before he died. 
   
  

  
   	
 02/16/22 
   
   	
 Jamie wired from California that Ella was ill and doctors thought she had a brain tumor. 
   
  

  
   	
 02/28/22 
   
   	
 Ella died in California. Jamie started drinking again. 
   
  

  
   	
 May, 1922 
   
   	
 For the first time O'Neill met his 12 year old son, Eugene, Jr., before leaving New York. O'Neill and his son liked each other and O'Neill invited him to spend some time in Provincetown. 
   
  

  
   	
 5/21/22 
   
   	
 The Pulitzer Prize was awarded for Anna Christie. Since its inception the prize had only been awarded to four plays, two of them O'Neill's. 
   
  

  
   	
 11/8/23 
   
   	
 Jamie died in a sanitarium (probably from alcohol poisoning). 
   
  

  
   	
 5/15/24 
   
   	
 All God's Chilian Got Wings opened at the Provincetown Playhouse. 
   
  

  
   	
 6/1/24 
   
   	
 The 1923 Gold Medal for Drama was awarded to O'Neill by the National Institute of Arts and Letters. 
   
  

  
   	
 5/14/25 
   
   	
 Agnes gave birth to a girl they named OONA, the Irish translation of Agnes 
   
  

  
   	
 Fall, 1925 
   
   	
 At the urging of friends, O'Neill underwent psychoanalysis under the care of Dr. Gilbert V. Hamilton, to cure himself of alcoholism. 
   
  

  
   	
 June, 1926 
   
   	
 O'Neill was awarded an honorary degree of Doctor of Letters from Yale University. 
   
  

  
   	
 07/01/26 
   
   	
 . The O'Neill's moved into a rented cabin on one of the Belgrade Lakes in Maine. 
   
  

  
   	
 November, 1927 
   
   	
 O'Neill returned to New York and would never return to Bermuda to live. 
   
  

  
   	
 January, 1928 
   
   	
 O'Neill moved to France with Carlotta Monterey. 
   
  

  
   	
 01/30/28 
   
   	
 Strange Interlude opened on Broadway and became O'Neill's biggest hit to that time. It played on Broadway for 17 months and 414 performances before going on tour. It was eventually made into a movie. O'Neill won a third Pulitzer Prize for the play. 
   
  

  
   	
 07/01/29 
   
   	
 Agnes O'Neill filed for divorce in Reno, Nevada, charging O'Neill with desertion. 
   
  

  
   	
 07/02/29 
   
   	
 The divorce was granted. 
   
  

  
   	
 07/22/29 
   
   	
 O'Neill married Carlotta Monterey in a civil ceremony at Paris, France. 
   
  

  
   	
 06/15/31 
   
   	
 Eugene, Jr. married ELIZABETH GREEN of Forest Hills, Long Island. (O'Neill did not attend.) 
   
  

  
   	
 10/27/31 
   
   	
 Mourning Becomes Electra opened on Broadway. 
   
  

  
   	
 10/02/33 
   
   	
 Ah, Wilderness, a comedy, opened. 
   
  

  
   	
 01/08/34 
   
   	
 Days Without End opened in New York. 
   
  

  
   	
 August, 1936 
   
   	
 The O'Neill's moved to the Seattle area. 
   
  

  
   	
 11/12/36 
   
   	
 O'Neill was notified he had been awarded the Nobel Prize in literature. 
   
  

  
   	
 Mid-Dec., 1936 
   
   	
 The O'Neill's left Seattle for San Francisco. 
   
  

  
   	
 12/29/36 
   
   	
 O'Neill was operated on for acute appendicitis in a San Francisco hospital. 
   
  

  
   	
 2/17/37 
   
   	
 The Swedish consul in San Francisco awarded the Nobel prize to O'Neill in a very short ceremony in his hospital room. 
   
  

  
   	
 Late October, 1937 
   
   	
 The O'Neill's moved into their new house on 158 acres in Danville, 35 miles from San Francisco. They named the house Tao House (Chinese translation: The right way to life) 
   
  

  
   	
 Summer, 1939 
   
   	
 He began work on Long Day's Journey Into Night. 
   
  

  
   	
 06/08/39 
   
   	
 O'Neill abandoned his project and began work on The Iceman Cometh. 
   
  

  
   	
 11/26/39 
   
   	
 The Iceman Cometh was completed. 
   
  

  
   	
 Summer, 1939 
   
   	
 O'Neill started writing Long Day's Journey Into Night. 
   
  

  
   	
 End of 1940 
   
   	
 Long Day's Journey Into Night was finished. 
   
  

  
   	
 Summer, 1941 
   
   	
 He completed Long Day's Journey Into Night. 
   
  

  
   	
 1943 
   
   	
 O'Neill wrote his last play, A Moon for the Misbegotten. 
   
  

  
   	
 Spring, 1943 O'Neill finished A Moon for the Misbegotten, a play about his brother, Jamie. 
   
   	
 
   
  

  
   	
 06/17/43 
   
   	
 O'Neill read that Oona (age 18) had married Charlie Chaplin (age 54) at Santa Barbara, California. O'Neill never mentioned Oona's name again. They never saw each other again though Oona tried reconciliation several times. 
   
  

  
   	
 11/16/45 
   
   	
 Shane and his wife Catherine (Givens) had a son they named Eugene O'Neill, III. O'Neill never saw his grandson. 
   
  

  
   	
 11/29/45 
   
   	
 O'Neill delivered the manuscript of Long Day's Journey Into Night to his publisher where it was sealed and an agreement signed that stipulated the play would not be published for 25 years after his death. 
   
  

  
   	
 02/10/46 
   
   	
 O'Neill's grandson died and there was evidence of child neglect. O'Neill never saw Shane again. 
   
  

  
   	
 10/09/46 
   
   	
 The Iceman Cometh opened on Broadway. It was the first original O'Neill play to be produced in 13 years. It was last of his plays to be produced in his lifetime. 
   
  

  
   	
 January, 1948 
   
   	
 Carlotta was becoming increasingly put out at O'Neill's social life. She left him and moved into a mid-town hotel. 
   
  

  
   	
 04/19/48 
   
   	
 O'Neill was discharged from the hospital. He and Carlotta agreed to move to Boston and return to a secluded life. 
   
  

  
   	
 08/20/48 
   
   	
 Shane was arrested for possession of heroin. There was no further contact between father and son. 
   
  

  
   	
 09/25/50 • 
   
   	
 Eugene, Jr. committed suicide. 
   
  

  
   	
 02/05/51 
   
   	
 O'Neill left his house after dark, fell, broke his leg, and lay in the snow for an hour. Carlotta had been on medication and was disoriented. They were both hospitalized in Salem, Mass. Carlotta's condition was caused by bromide intoxication which was not diagnosed for some time. Doctors believed she was mentally disordered and moved her to a private psychiatric hospital, McLean Hospital, in Belmont, Mass.
   
  

  
   	
 03/23/51 
   
   	
 O'Neill filed a petition in court in Salem stating that Carlotta was "an insane person and incapable of taking care of herself." 
   
  

  
   	
 03/29/51 
   
   	
 McLean Hospital released Carlotta after correctly diagnosing her problem as bromide poisoning. The same day, Carlotta filed a petition for separate maintenance charging O'Neill with cruelty.

Friends encouraged O'Neill to return to New York where they could care for him. He left Boston on the day Carlotta was released from the hospital and entered a small private hospital in the city. 
   
  

  
   	
 05/17/51 
   
   	
 The O'Neill's were reunited and moved into the Shelton Hotel in Boston. 
   
  

  
   	
 05/28/51 
   
   	
 O'Neill signed a new will giving everything to Carlotta and explicitly cutting off Oona and Shane. 
   
  

  
   	
 03/03/52 
   
   	
 O'Neill had lawyers draw up a literary trust giving Carlotta ownership and control over all of his works. 
   
  

  
   	
 10/16/53 
   
   	
 O'Neill tried to walk without help. He fell, got back into bed and never got out of it again. 
   
  

  
   	
 11/27/53 
   
   	
 O'Neill died in his hotel suite in Boston. 
   
  

  
   	
 12/02/53 
   
   	
 O'Neill was buried in Forest Hills Cemetery in Boston in a very private service. 
   
  

  
   	
 February, 1956 
   
   	
 Long Day's Journey Into Night was published by a different house on the insistence of Carlotta. 
   
  

  
   	
 1968 
   
   	
 Agnes died. 
   
  

  
   	
 11/18/70 
   
   	
 Carlotta died of arteriosclerotic coronary thrombosis. 
   
  

  
   	
 11/28/70 
   
   	
 Carlotta was buried next to O'Neill. 
   
  

 










      

    

  
    
      

Extracts from the book O'Neill by Arthur and Barbara Gelb
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Publisher Details




The first edition of O’Neill was originally published by Harper & Row in 1962.




Part of the material on O’Neill as a young man in New London first appeared in Horizon, March i960, under the title "The Start of a Long Day’s Journey.” o'nbii.l. Copyright © i960, 1962, 1973 by Arthur and Barbara Gelb.




All rights reserved. Printed in the United States of America. No part of this book may be used or reproduced id any manner whatsoever without written permission except in the case of brief quotations embodied in critical articles and reviews. For information address Harper & Row, Publishers, Inc., 10 East 53rd Street, New York, N.Y. 10022. Published simultaneously in Canada by Fitzhenry & Whiteside Limited, Toronto.




Library of Congress Cataloging in Publication Data




Gelb, Arthur, 1924-




O’Neill.




1. O’Neill, Eugene Gladstone, 1888-1953. •




I. Gelb, Barbara, joint author.




PS3529.N5Z653 1974 812’.5’2 [B] 73-6760




ISBN 0—06-011487-8










      

    

  
    
      

Chronological Table of O'Neill's Published Plays




(See individual titles in Index for additional data)




 
  
   	
 TITLE 
   
   	
 YEAR WRITTEN 
   
   	
 DATE AND PLACE OF FIRST
NEW YORK PRODUCTION 
   
  

  
   	
 A Wife for a Life Thirst 
   
   	
 1913-1914 
   
   	
 Unproduced 
   
  

  
   	
 Thirst 
   
   	
 1913-1914 
   
   	
 (Wharf Theatre, Provincetown, summer, 1916) 
   
  

  
   	
 The Web 
   
   	
 1913-1914 
   
   	
 Unproduced  
   
  

  
   	
 Warnings 
   
   	
 1913-1914 
   
   	
 Unproduced 
   
  

  
   	
 Fog 
   
   	
 1913-1914 
   
   	
 The Playwrights’ Theatre, Jan. 5, 1917  
   
  

  
   	
 Recklessness 
   
   	
 1913-J914 
   
   	
 Unproduced 
   
  

  
   	
 Bound East for Cardiff 
   
   	
 1913-1914 
   
   	
 The Playwrights’ Theatre, Nov. 3, 1916 
   
  

  
   	
 Servitude 
   
   	
 1913-1914 
   
   	
 Unproduced 
   
  

  
   	
 Abortion 
   
   	
 1913-1914 
   
   	
 Unproduced 
   
  

  
   	
 The Sniper 
   
   	
 1915 
   
   	
 The Playwrights’ Theatre, Feb. 16, 1917 
   
  

  
   	
 Before Breakfast 
   
   	
 1916-1917 
   
   	
 The Playwrights’ Theatre, Dec. 1, 1916 
   
  

  
   	
 The Movie Man 
   
   	
 1916-1917 
   
   	
 Unproduced 
   
  

  
   	
 'Ile 
   
   	
 1916-1917 
   
   	
 The Playwrights’ Theatre, Nov. 30, 1917 
   
  

  
   	
 In the Zone 
   
   	
 1916-1917 
   
   	
 Comedy Theatre, Oct. 31, 1917 
   
  

  
   	
 The Long Voyage Home 
   
   	
 1916-1917 
   
   	
 The Playwrights’ Theatre, Nov. 2, 1917 
   
  

  
   	
 The Moon of the Caribbees 
   
   	
 1916-1917 
   
   	
 The Playwrights’ Theatre, Dec. 20, 1918  
   
  

  
   	
 The Rope 
   
   	
 1918 
   
   	
 The Playwrights’ Theatre, Nov. 22, 1918 
   
  

  
   	
 The Dreamy Kid 
   
   	
 1918 
   
   	
 The Playwrights’ Theatre, April 26, 1918  
   
  

  
   	
 Beyond the Horizon 
   
   	
 1918 
   
   	
 The Playwrights’ Theatre, Oct. 31, 1919 
   
  

  
   	
 Where the Cross is Made 
   
   	
 1918 
   
   	
 Morosco Theatre, Feb. 2, 1920  
   
  

  
   	
 Chris Christopherson 
   
   	
 1919 
   
   	
 (Atlantic City, March 8, 1920) 
   
  

  
   	
 The Straw 
   
   	
 1918-1919 
   
   	
 Greenwich Village Theatre, Nov. 10, 1921 
   
  

  
   	
 Gold 
   
   	
 1920 
   
   	
 Frazee Theatre, June 1, 1921 
   
  

  
   	
 Anna Christie 
   
   	
 1920 
   
   	
 Vanderbilt Theatre, Nov. 10, 1921 
   
  

  
   	
 The Emperor Jones 
   
   	
 1920 
   
   	
 The Playwrights’ Theatre, Nov. 3, 1920 
   
  

  
   	
 Diff'rent 
   
   	
 1920 
   
   	
 The Playwrights’ Theatre, Dec. 27, 1919 
   
  

  
   	
 The First Man 
   
   	
 1921 
   
   	
 Neighborhood Playhouse, March, 4, 1922 
   
  

  
   	
 The Hairy Ape 
   
   	
 1921 
   
   	
 The Playwrights’ Theatre, March 9, 1922 
   
  

  
   	
 The Fountain 
   
   	
 1921-1922 
   
   	
 Greenwich Village Theatre, Dec. 10, 1925 
   
  

  
   	
 Welded 
   
   	
 1922-1923 
   
   	
 39th Street Theatre, March 17, 1924  
   
  

  
   	
 All God's Chillun Got Wings  
   
   	
 1923 
   
   	
 Provincetown Playhouse, May 15, 1924 
   
  

  
   	
 Desire Under the Elms 
   
   	
 1924 
   
   	
 Greenwich Village Theatre, Nov. n, 1925 
   
  

  
   	
 Marco Millions 
   
   	
 1923-1925 
   
   	
 Guild Theatre, Jan. 9, 1928 
   
  

  
   	
 The Great God Brown 
   
   	
 1925 
   
   	
 Greenwich Village Theatre, Jan. 23, I91 
   
  

  
   	
 Lazarus Laughed 
   
   	
 1925-1926 
   
   	
 (Pasadena, Cal., April 9, 1928) 
   
  

  
   	
 Strange Interlude 
   
   	
 1926-1927 
   
   	
 John Golden Theatre, Jan. 30, 1928 
   
  

  
   	
 Dynamo 
   
   	
 1928 
   
   	
 Martin Beck Theatre, Feb. 11, 1929 
   
  

  
   	
 Mourning Becomes Electra  
   
   	
 1929-1931 
   
   	
 Guild Theatre, Oct. 26, 1931 
   
  

  
   	
 Ah, Wilderness! 
   
   	
 1932 
   
   	
 Guild Theatre, Oct. 2, 1933 
   
  

  
   	
 Days Without End  
   
   	
 1932-1933 
   
   	
 Guild Theatre, Jan. 8, 1934 
   
  

  
   	
 A Touch of the Poet  
   
   	
 1935-1942 
   
   	
 Helen Hayes Theatre, Oct. 2, 1958  
   
  

  
   	
 The Iceman Cometh 
   
   	
 1939 
   
   	
 Martin Beck Theatre, Sept. 2, 1946  
   
  

  
   	
 Long Day's Journey Into Night 
   
   	
 1939-1941 
   
   	
 Helen Hayes Theatre, Nov. 7, 1956  
   
  

  
   	
 Hughie 
   
   	
 1941-1942 
   
   	
 Royale Theatre, Dec. 22, 1964 
   
  

  
   	
 A Moon for the Misbegotten 
   
   	
 1943 
   
   	
 Bijou Theatre, May 2, 1957  
   
  

  
   	
  More Stately Mansions 
   
   	
 Unfinished 
   
   	
 Broadhurst Theatre, Oct. 31, 1967 
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