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Fact checking organizations and origin websites sometimes have information about
pages archived in the Wayback Machine. The Internet Archive has started to surface
some of these annotations for Wayback Machine users. We are attempting to preserve
our digital history but recognize the issues around providing access to false and mis-
leading information coming from different sources. By providing convenient links to
contextual information we hope that our patrons will better understand what they are
reading in the Wayback Machine.

As an example, Politifact has investigated a claim included in a webpage that we
archived. Our.news has matched this URL to the Politifact review which allowed us
to provide a yellow context banner for Wayback Machine patrons.
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https://web.archive.org/web/20190429165116/https:/money.cnn.com/2017/05/01/news/economy/obamacare-trump-pre-existing-conditions/index.html
https://our.news/
https://www.politifact.com/factchecks/2017/may/04/robert-pittenger/does-new-version-ahca-protect-coverage-pre-existin/
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In a different case, we surfaced the discovery that a webpage is part of a disinfor-
mation campaign according to the researchers at Graphika and link to their research
report.
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http://web.archive.org/web/20200418152657/https:/www.indymedia.org.uk/en/2016/06/525302.html
https://graphika.com/
https://secondaryinfektion.org/
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As a last example, the Internet Archive archived a Medium post that was subse-
quently removed based on a violation of their Covid-19 Content Policy.

As a library, our intention is to provide access to source material that might other-
wise disappear but doing so with context prominently displayed.
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https://medium.com/@agaiziunas/covid-19-had-us-all-fooled-but-now-we-might-have-finally-found-its-secret-91182386efcb
https://help.medium.com/hc/en-us/articles/360045484653-COVID-19-Content-Policy
http://web.archive.org/web/20200405061401/https:/medium.com/@agaiziunas/covid-19-had-us-all-fooled-but-now-we-might-have-finally-found-its-secret-91182386efcb
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We would like to acknowledge the hard work of the organizations we are building
upon in order to provide context for archived web pages: FactCheck.org, Check Your
Fact, Lead Stories, Politifact, Washington Post Fact-Checker, AP News Fact Check,
USA Today Fact Check, Graphika, Stanford Internet Observatory, and Our.news.

We welcome feedback and suggestions about how to make the Wayback Machine
better.

Mark Graham is the Director of the Wayback Machine.
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https://www.factcheck.org/
https://checkyourfact.com/
https://checkyourfact.com/
https://leadstories.com/
https://www.politifact.com/
https://www.washingtonpost.com/news/fact-checker/
https://apnews.com/hub/ap-fact-check
https://www.usatoday.com/news/factcheck/
https://graphika.com/
https://cyber.fsi.stanford.edu/io/io
https://our.news/


The Ted K Archive

Mark Graham
Fact Checks and Context for Wayback Machine Pages

October 30, 2020

Internet Archive Blogs.
<blog.archive.org/2020/10/30/fact-checks-and-context-for-wayback-machine-pages/>

www.thetedkarchive.com

https://blog.archive.org/2020/10/30/fact-checks-and-context-for-wayback-machine-pages/

