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Calamity Facts (Preview)
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This text still requires a lot more error correcting, however people can click the link in the source field to view the original photoscan.
In 1892 the People’s Party (the Populists, a real third party of the time that backed women’s suffrage, a graduated income tax, and public ownership of railroads and telegraphs) argued that Republicans and Democrats alike served the monopolists. Diggs answers a Republican Denver Times item about Polish women hauling clay in Michigan brickyards, which the Times used to jab Populist speaker Mary Lease. She turns it around: if that’s “prosperity,” Republicans should answer for it, and Populists were only called “calamity howlers” for saying so. She also recalls Sitting Bull, seeing women worn out at the Pennsylvania coke ovens, marveling that white men could abuse their women that way. She closes by saying Populist women are protectionists too, but want protection that actually protects.
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[Iowa Farmer’s Tribune.]







If Mrs. Lease, of Kansas, can spare a few moments from the cares and responsibilities of electing a president she might take a trip to Spring-wells, Mich., and inaugurate some measures looking to t lie amelioration of the condition of some of her own sex. There scores of-women work in the brick yards, digging in the pits and carrying the moulds. The upper naris of their bodies are almost nude, and the lower portions are barely covered by coarse cloth Several carry naked babies while they work. They came from Poland.—Denver Times, (Rep.).




Is it possible that in this “happy and prosperous country “ (B. Harrison) after “the magnificent services which the present administration has rendered the farmers and laborers of the country” (Chin Kep. Com. Kan.) and while the “ Republican party goes before the jieople with the declaration that there is no good reason for a change and hops there will be none” (Whitelaw Reid), that such conditions exist in this country? Women working in the brickyards, digging in the pits—almost nnkrd and carrying naked babies while they work ? Hen-a re facts which ought to raise a “calamity howl” that would rock old Columbia to her very center




Such is the condition against which Mrs. Ixmse is lifting up her voice and which nerves her to brave the scorns and slanders of monopoly lick-spittle editors and shyster politicians. And she knows where to Iwst direct her efforts. The henchmen of monopolists and beneficiaries of class legislation w hohavethriven and thrive on the ill-requited toil of such ns this paj>er descritMd. must be turned out of the national legislature and executive chairand their places filled with representatives of the toilers, not thedespoilers. Iiefore anything can Is* done for the op-pressed and robbed “slaves of poverty” who toil in Michigan brickyards. in New York and Chicago sweating dens, in the mines of Penn sylvania and Tenimssce and on the farms




Mrs. Lease is working for such as these, and it is iMfause her work is so effective that these monopoly tools pursue her with their venomous tongues.






——————




[National Economist.]







The above reminds me that in the campaign of 181)0 I said, in one of my speeches, that in the protects! State of Pennsylvania there were women working at the cokeovens— women so worn and haggard .so bent and so wretched, that even that old savage chief. Sitting Bull, marveled, when he saw them, that the white man could soabusehissquaw. This statement was sneered at by a fervid disciple of the doctrine of protection to the American laborer, who declared that it wasa calamity Ke.




It seems, however, that when a protectionist imagines he can score a point or discredit a speaker of the new school of polities, he can paint a mon* hideous picture than a calnmityite




Doubtless the barbaric story of the I ten ver Times is t rue. liven st ill more horrid hells than the brick yards of Springwells are jteonled with women, and may be found in every city in this civilized Christian land of ours. The women in the brickyards are among the lucky ones who have been able to gel work; they, at least, may breathe God s fits’, pure air. They doubtless get something of a pittance in the shape of wages, hence they are on the highway toward “prosperity.” and should they Is¹ economical, prudent, and lay by a portion of each week’s wages, they will, in time, become wealthy. At least that is the assurance we daily receive from the upholders of the present order of business “ Why, Carnegie himself was once a poor boy. He was economical, prudent, and put by a portion of each week’s wages, etc.” But. what about the thousands of women in the foul, pestilential slums of our American infernos, who have not struck a vein of prosperity such as that within the wholesome precincts of a brickyard? How about the thousands of unemployed, despairing, God-forsaken women, and the famine-pimhed. emaciated babies, swelteringand gasping in foul alleys, reeking with green slime, fetid with stench of ofiall, horrible with vermin and diabolical with oaths and obscenity ?




While the good Denser Timesis picturing the prosperity of this country, why not show up something worth while? Pshaw, Mr. ‘Times, don’t turn your readers off with such a pale little picture as that of the Springwells’ brickyard. Get thee round behind the scenes in the locality of some of your infant industries, and don’t be a bit bashful about pain ting the picture truthfully Then, after you have done your lies! in the calamity line, l»e good enough to tell us what you pro-pose to do about it You seem to disapprove of the methods of the People’s party speakers. What better met Inal of ameliorating the condition of these brick-workers do you pnrjiose?




The people who are taking upon their shoulders the responsibility of assisting m the elect ion of General Weaver do propose some new methods of dealing with the new conditions which confront the working men and women of \merica Perhaps the people of the new political school are the bet ter abk*to“nhoul-der the responsibility ’ of elm-ting General Weaver, lieeause they are not bowed unto earth with the shame and the crime of responsibility for conditons which call to high Heaven for a change




The 8jleakers and writers who are shouldering thenwful responsibility of electing eit her Benjamin I’ Harrison or Grover Cleveland, are entirely occupied with denial that there are any wrong’s which need righting. They are too busy declaring that the nation is in n high state of proBperitv to give attention to women in brickyards unless they chance to want ft brick to cast at some woman who f striving with all her God-given powers to ameliorate the condition of her voiceless, helpless. hotieless sisters




Women of the People’s party are all protectionists. Vr ‘Times, but we want the fact andnot thetheory We want a protectiin w hich protects We are out on the march in agreat home crusade, and wecharge the political nii’hin* which have tricked and duped heir loyal follown-s with the unjust and wicked legislation which is -esponsible for ’ be homelessness. tlw wretchedness and the crime in this dear land of ours.—Mrs. Annie L. Diggs.
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; CALAMITY

FACTS.

[ Towa Furmer's Tribune.)

1f Mrs. Lease, of Kansas, canspare
a few moments from the cares and
responsibilities of electing a presi-
dentshe might takea trip toSpring-
wells, Mich., and inaugurate some
measures looking to the ameliora-
tion of the condition of some of her
own sex.  There scores of-women
work in the brick yards, digging in
the pits and carrying the moulds.
The upper parts of their bodies are
almost mu{v,nunl thelower portions
are barely covered by coarse cloth
| Several carry naked babies while
they work. They came from Po-
land.—Denver Times, (Rep.)

Is it possible that in this “happy
land prosperous country " (B. Har-
rison) after ““the magnificent servie-
| es which the present administration
| has rendered the farmers and labor-
| ers of the count ry” (Chm. Rep. Com
; Kan.) and while the ““ Republican
| party goes before the people with
| the declaration that
| ood reason for achangeand hopes
| there will benone’” (Whitelaw Reid),
i that such conditions exist in this
| country? Women working in the
| brickyards, digging in the pits—al-

most naked and earryiog naked ba-
| bies while they work ? Hereare facts
which ought to raise a “‘calamity

there is no

howl” that would rock old Colum
| bia to her very center
Such the
which Mrs, Lease is lifting up her

| voice and which nerves her to brave

18 condition against

the scorns and slanders of monopoly
| lick-spittle editors and shyster pol
iticians. And she knows where to
best direct her efforts. The hench-
men of monopolists and beneficiaries
of class legislation who have thriven
and thrive on the ill-requited toil of
such as this paper described, must
be turned out of the national legis
lature and executive chairand their
places filled with representatives of
the toilers, not thedespoilers, before
anvthing can be done for the op-
préssed and robbed *‘slaves of pov
erty” who toil in Michigan brick-
New York and Chicago
+ sweating dens, in the mines of Penn-

yards, in
ylvania and Tennessee and on the
farms

Mrs. Lease is working for such as
these, and it is because her work is

g0 effective that these monopoly
tools pursue her with their veno-
mous tongues

National Eeon

The above reminds me that in the
campaign of 1890 1 said, in one of
my speeches, that in the protected
State of Pennsylvania there were
women working at the coke ovens—
womenso worn and haggard,so bent
and so wretched, that even that old
savage chief, Sitting Bull, marveled,
when he saw them, that the white
man counld soabuse hissquaw. This
statement was sneered at by a fer
vid, disciple of the doctrine of pro
tection to the American laborer.
who declared that it wasacalamity
lie,

It seems, however, that when a
protectionist imagines he can score
a point or diseredit a speaker of
the new school of politics, he can
paint a more hideous picture than
a calamityite.

Doubtless the barbaric story of
the Denver Times is true. Evenstill
more horrid hells than the brick-
| yards of Springwells are peopled
with women, and may be found in
every city in this civilized Christian
land of ours. The women in the
brickyards are among the {ucky
ones who have been able to get
work; they, at least, may breathe
Giod’s free, pure air. They doubtless
et something of a pittance in the
shape of wages, hence they are on
th»%lizh\\u.\' toward “prosperity,”

and should they be economical, pru-

Boulder; Montana, Wodnesday,

| dent, and lay by a portion of each
; week’s wages, they will, in time, be-
| come wealthy. At least that is the
assurance we daily receive from the
upholders of the present order of
business. ““ Why, Carnegie himself
was once a poor boy. He was eco-
nomical, prudent, and put by a por-
tion of each week’s wages, etc.”” But
what about the thousands of women
in the foul, pestilential slums of our
American infernos, who have not
struck a vein of prosperity such as
that within the wholesome precincts
of a brickyard? How about the
thousands of unemployed, despair-
ing, God-forsaken women, and the

famine-pinched, emaciated babies,

sweltering and gasping in foul alleys,
reeking with green slime, fetid with
stench of offall, horrible with ver-
min and diabolical with oaths and
nity ?

While the good Denver Times is |
pieturing the y of this
country, why not show up some-
thing while? Pshaw, Mr
Times, don’t turn your readers off
with such a pale little picture as
that of the Springwells’ ’nl'irk_\‘m'd
Get thee round behind the scenes in
the locality of some of your infant
industries, and don’t be a bit bash-
ful about paintingthe picture truth- |
fully. Then, after you have done |
your best in the calamity line, be
good enough to tellus what you pro-
about it.  You seem
of the methods
People’s party speakers
better method

obs
prospert

worth

pose to do
to disapprove
of the
What of ameliora-
ting the condition of these brick-
workers do you praopose?

The people who are taking npon
their shoulders the responsibility of
assisting in the electivn of General
Weaver do propose some new meth- |
ods of dealing with the new condi- =
tions which confront the working |
Per- |
haps the people of the new political

men and women of America

school are the better ableto “shoul-{
"of electing
General Weaver they
unto earth with the
shame and the crime of responsibil

der the responsibility
because are

not bowed

ity for conditons which eall to high |
Heaven for a change

The speakers and writers who are
shouldering the awful respongibility |
of electing either Benjamin F. Har- |
rison or Grover Clereland, ire en-
tirely occupied with denial that
there are any wrongs which need |
righting. They are teo busy declar- |
ing that the nation is in a high |
state of prosperity to give atten-
tion to women in britkyards unless
they chance to want h brick to cast
at some woman who & striving with |
all her God-given pawers to ameli- |
orate the condition of her voiceless, |
helpless, hopeless sisters |

\{'nnn-n of the Pegple’s party are
all protectionists, Nr. Times, but
wewant the fact andnot thetheory
We want a protection which pro
tects.  We are out on the march in |
agreat home crusade, and wecharge |
the political machimes which have
tricked and duped their loyal fol-
lowers with the unjst and wicked
legislation which is responsible for |
the homelessness, the wretchedness |
and the crime in this dear land of
ours.—Mrs. Annie L. Diggs.

\ CHANGE IN THEIR DREAMS. !
[Omaha (Yeb,) Toosin. |

Only a few moaths ago the Demo-
cratic  Nationa Committe was
planning to throw theelectoral vote
of the northern itates to Weaverto
improve the prospects of Cleveland.
The Republican Iational Committee
to keep even, pmpose to use their |
minority in the outhern states to |
give their electoal vote to Weaver. |
The late stampele to the People’s |
party has forcel them to change |
their tactics anc they are now try- |
ing to combine their demoralized |
forces to prewnt Weaver from |
carrying evervtiing in sight

| dent.
| a candidate

| Tennessee

| their fire npon

y October 26, 1801,

iS()l'TIH-}lL\' VIEW OF WEAVER

| g
[lowa Farmers Tribune. |

| It would be amusing were politics
| not 8o serious a matter this year,
| to see the desperate efforts of the
‘ old political leaders to make their
followers believe that their ancient
| political énemy is full of hisold time
| strength and vigor and hasnot and
| will not be affected in the least by
| the independent movement. Ordi-
; narly, politicans and partisan jour-

nals are only too eager to admit any

evidences of weakness in the ranks
| of the opposition, but this year Re-
publicans are determined not to
admit any evidence of disintegra-
tion in the ranksof the Democracy’s
“solid south” and the Democrats
are equally insistent that Republi-
cans will always vote the Republi

;u-un ticket and that any talk of Re

publican weakness in the north is
base falsehood intended
them. Read the following from the
Memphis (Tenn.) of
August 31:

But the idea of Weaver assuming

to deceive

Commercial

seriously to be acandidate for presi-
Weaver is not in any sense
He does not entertain
| the slightest hope of being elected.
| He is running to help the Republi-
cans, and his mission 1s to brake the
solid south. He has begun hiscam-
paign il Arkansas, and has called
all his lientenants about him. They
| will eontinue their work in Alabama,
southern
They are concentrating
the solid south
Wenver's assertion that the Re-
{ publican party has been wiped out
| and that this fight is between the
Democratic and  Populite parties
is a bald falsehood too absurd for

and other

| states

comment. There was probably not
a single fool in Weaver's audience

who believed it, and #0t a man of

| average intelligence Thedid not con-

sider it a wilful attempt td Meceive
for a very evident purpose’ It

true enough that the chances are
largely in favor of the Democratic
as against the Republican

That's why Weaver and his

party
party

| gang are here attempting to divide

the South in

order to gain electoral_yotesfor the

the Demoeracy of

Republican party. We believe there
is no hope for the Republican party
except through the help of Weaver
and his erowd in the South, and he
is doubtless now: trying to earn the
blessing bestowed upon him by a
Republican leader in his own state
for his performance as a Greenback
ecandidate for President in 1880
“He was a great help to us in that
campaign —(iod bless him for that.”

IS RIGHT

DExVER, Oct. 4
the political economist of England
and advocate of the free coinage of
silver, said here to-day that he be
lieved the United States was big
enough to shoulder the responsi-

SIR MORTON

~Morton Frewes,

| bility of free coinage gingle handed

if the European nations don’t un-
dertake at an early day to cut the

Gordian  knot He is of the

e
| opinion that the enormous export-

ing capacity of the United States
would earry the country through
financial disturbance that
might arise as a result of throwing
open the mints.  In conclusion he
said: T think the Indian mints
will be closed, only the government
being permitted to coin, and the
resilt will be a raise in the price of
silver and the price of products
from silver using nations sold in
European markets.”

any
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THE WAY TO STRIKE.

[Journal of the Knights of Labor.|

Workingmen, you have seen how
the old kind of striking turns out.
Now suppose, next November, you
try striking at the ballot-box. Or
do you think it will still be the part
of wisdom to vote as theunthinking,
unreasoning party hacks vote—for
one grand humbug or the other—
and then after it is all done return
to your old-time struggle with each
other for jobs and then, having got
the job, fight your employer for a
little bigger share of what the land
and money monopolists leave to be
divided between you? You can do
just as you like, that’s what the
ballots are for

l)lull'l‘lml PARTY PLATFCRMS.
THE NATIONAL PLATFORM

We demand a nutlonal currency. safe, sound,
lor for all debts, public o
of Lunking ¢
just, equitable means of distribution to t
eatublishe 10 exoved two purcent per
ided s set forth in the sub-treasury plan of
sers’ Allanee. or some bett
ents i1 diseharge of its obi
I provemenis
2. We demand the free and unlimited cofr
stiver at the present legal ratio of sixtees
3. Wedemund that the amount of &ir
medium be speedily increased (o not Jess tuan fifty
dollars per capita.
4. We demund & graduated incom
5. Webelieve that the money
should be ket as much us possible i the |
the peoplé, and henve demand Mat all natton
State revenues shall be limited (0 the necessary o
penses of the government economically und hon

tablished by the gove
the enrnings of the
changs.

: The land, induding #»11 the
wealth, isthe heritage of all the
not be monopolized for apeculn ppakes
alien ownership of lands should be protibited
Inuds now held by rail
1 exoess of o
owned by & ",
ment and held for

8 T belng &« means of e
and a pub necessity | the government shoul
and operate the railroads I the interest of the peo
o

9. The telegraph and telephone, like the pustofice
sustem, being & necessity for the transmirsion of
ews. owi
et ST the SETerm,

LATFORM
acPhe Praple's Purty of the Staie of Montana, in

ol couvention assembled, congmitulale
Pebnter Somtann apon the favorabie mutlook
Feform {hrough the ageney of the People's Party

ot connty. State, and vatioual govern-
scnizing that the condition of industry,
and of soolety a8 tused upon it. s alarming, and be
Heving that neither the kepublions for Demoerniie
party s disposed to abandun the financia, industrial,
ule pe that have led to the present
entration of the wenlth of the
is of & few, we do hereby resolve w
lare that w ndorse the platfor adopted 1y
St Louis conference. held February 22, 1592

1 We demand the free and unlimited «oinage of

silver, and, declare our opposition to Ay

” ference

lection of Prosident
d Un Stajes Senntors by
o | we will present to the constlerath

people of Montana & candidate for Unite

enator, and for w we pledge the votes of al)
the People's Party legisiators who may be elecled
wt the ensuing election.

3. We favor the restriction of emigration to such
Olnsmes as will make good citizens and oan obtain
such ditizenship under and by virtue of the constitu
ton and laws,

‘ that where free competition becomes
frupe in Ilh‘,’-nh! radlronds, water and

upplicn, . sl Dusinees becihes n_proper
which should be controll and

lo peuple coneernéd,
. Swae, or

Viee-Iresi

social function
munaged by and for the wl
ugh thelr proper goverment, looal
1l we oAy
We demand that the land grant of the North-
ern Pucific Rallroad Compnny in the State of
tana be declared forfeited by reason of the failore
of the compuny to build the road within the time
wpecified in the oharter
6. We favor such changes in the laws of the
State ns will relegate all questions of loeal econcern,
and the raising of revenue for looal needs, to the
seople of ench county. and thus relieve (he Legis
[akiire of the great mans of local legislation that now
hampers its action wnd prevents due consideration
of matters of general interest
7. We favor the genernl election system now in
foree in Montans, and especinlly the form of the
ballot now provided for and the system of voting,
and we protest agninst any smendment 1o the law
in these res other (hun such ns will render stil!
more difficnlt any effort o control the votes of
Plectors by bribery, force. or other nndue influence.
We hold that the loeation of the various state
Wl not be sold to the highest bidder,
bt that the institutions should be loested with an
eve single to the presemt and future welfare of
te.

ate
Aemand thet not more than eight hours
matitute n Jegal day's work for public em-
3 wnd we further commend thas principle to
"1l employers of Iabor, thereby redueing the hours
of labor and incrensing the number of employis
10, We hold that the national governmeni should
establish and maintain reservoir- for the irrigation
of the arid lands of the west, thus providing homes
for the people free from the control of monopolies
11 That # under the present system of {axation
large volumes of money are collected unnuaily from
taxpayers, onl lie in favored banks, by whom it
is lonned at asurious rates of interest, and from
which loans the State derives no benefit and the -
izen sustaine an absclute injory, therefore we de-
mand that the present law be amended and that the
tnxes be collected semi-annually in equal payments
12 We hereby pledge our indiv
the canvass and at the polls to the
People's Party, township, county. Sate
national. that we w.ll stay with them in victory or
defeat. and in victory stand by them until they are
inducted into office g
COUNTY PLATFORM
1| We endorse and approve the platform adepted
by the People’s Party (n national convention we cm
ed in the city of Omahnon July 4, 1592, and we
forse the People’ Party platform of the

e of the Commissioners
nty in appraising rilroad lands for
er rate than similar lands hekd by

mand that t Tnc s be
e ag as other lnnds and 1 nde
in the expense «f government
B We eapecinlly endorse the plank in the
platform ealling for n restortion of selfg
ment, and we would further nrye th
the people directly be eneonraged by the
tor the people for their approval of all lnws of « gen
eral charmeter and of all appropristions other thaw
thome for the ordinary expenses of government






