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It was a Sunday afternoon in late October ...
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JIharm as [onﬁ as the C factor s Presen'r. Less Forruvxa-fefy)
the Vivus gradua//y fmpairs +he body's capaciTy to Secrete
+he C Ffactor. Thus, afbtevr ’{vEnﬁ with the chvronic infection
fovr three or four years, +he atient Is ho fon er able +o
Produce +he C factor 1n sutbficient guantity, and the Vvivrus
begfns Slowf\/ to kill him. His [ife may drag on ‘oa}‘r\?u//y
for a few years, but jn the end he will die--- unless he
can rep’en{sf« his sup 'y_ of the C factor. from some
souvrce outside his own Boc(\/. What this means in
practice, Pro?essor, S +ka:r, in ordeec to preserve his
7W\W\or‘tali‘+\/) t+he patient wmust From Time to Time acquire
a freshk quantity of the C factor by,drfnkina the blood
of a “v?v\cj human Ee?ng," ; ; ; ; .

Professov Mortimer had been “S‘{‘enlng Spellbound +to
his former S’tqcﬁenT} his Jjaw Slack, his wmouth open, and his
eyes gfazed. Now suddenl, he seemed fo come to himself..
He s\"\tooc{ wp a,bv-upﬂy, ana{ SnaPpeo(, e

/..oa‘( l/\e\re/ osfgui! Do yvou ac'fua“y expec:'f‘ me To
believe all this preposterous vubbish 127

OSfﬂul smiled M/cm’y, o

“No/ PV‘O‘FQSSOY‘j I don't expect you to believe it.

He paused bviefly, gazing at Professor Mortimer with
Some‘l‘lr\\cr\g [tke wistful compassion . Then he barked in «

1

Peremp’fory; tTone. s - -
B i Ignacfool [ Cump/e con Ttu deber!

[ns‘favvf/\/ Ijvmct'o Pounceof on the pv—oFessor) Press;‘mﬁ
ovev his nose and mouth a handkecchief saturated with
some. Stvon ——Sme“c'ng Subs‘t‘anceg The pro'FeSSor S'frugzj/eci
Feebiy) but ovxly for a wmowent, for he gwi{‘-r/y sank Into
Uunconsciousness.

>* * *

W hen Professor Mortimer awoke, the sun had alvready
set. He found himself S]umpec? in his chair and his
papers sStrewn fn disorder over his desk.

“S-t‘\r‘mxﬁe(” he said to himself. "T've never fallen
aslee\o in My of fice belfore- And I'e had the oddest
dream, too !

He stood up, and in doing se noticed that he fel+
extracrdinavily weak, as F he had vecently lost a great
deal of blood. He put his papers in ovder, took his coat .
from the hook, s‘tePped out of +the office; and locked the
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door. Luckily he did wot live far from +the zoology building,
so he felt he would be able to wveach home safel, in
spite of his weakness. He crossed the hall, picked his
way cavefully down the stairs, and [eft the building
't‘(’\\'fougl« +he main door. As he appv#oacl«ed +he stree+ his
path was crossed by a . gvoup of I’\'}gh-sp?m"red childeren
_wearin costumes. He had ‘?O\"ﬂo”f'rev\ that it was Halloween.
A chal dressed as a vampire called out," Twrick ov treat!”
Professer Movtimer Fished a guarter From his pocket and
held i+ out toward the boye

“Here, son," he saild. ‘

I qucula! I wantT a P;m— of ‘olooo”u

The professor wmutrtered to himself, "Cheeky kid!“ and
Tossed +the coin in the boy's direction. Then Pens:\/ely he
turned his steps homew ard.
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. years_aqo, at international scienTific conferences. He was young.
Cbut QXTT‘CLOY‘c“nav‘H'y g;‘Ffec{ and had aiv#ea.dy so. c@fSiT;.n‘aui;shed
himself  with his remarkable studies in chfrop‘f’ev-o(og_y that we all
believed he was destined 1o a caveer of unexampied;br?”iance,
And ‘fL\EVI.J',"”n,O’T'h;V\ﬂk more was heared from him. No one seemed
To know what had happened to him:. He was with vou, then,
amon these Chavabani Peop‘ezu o o ;
“C_habaranr- \/GS, .Itjnacfo SandoVQ‘ was with me, ?TO?ESSN" And
1 wmust confess that our discoveries owed wmore to him “than
_ They did to wme. ; ; . e
“To continue: Like +he nor«mal fovrm of +he vabies Virus,
Steain  V  attacked +the brain. As ['ve said, only about ;
Seventy percent of persons infected with Strain. V. died of the
disea.se) but we found +hat in anothev ‘f”wevx‘f’y pevcent ot
cases, d’a.vv\a.se +o the cevebral covtex was seo seveve that the
_Victim's capacity for vational "quuah+ was almost cow\\PIeTely
annthilated and he became fovever a wmovon, hardly
distinguishable from a person who had_been mentally vetavded
from birth. This, iacidentally, explained our observation that
evsons ot subnormal t\v\.TeHi‘gence were Surpr\‘sing’y Frequen‘r
awmong +he Chabarani,
“Tke remaining ten percent o
exper}ewced a recovery that, Superﬁcia”y);aPPecurecf complete.
Fuether investigation, however, showed -that “hey too suffered

¢ persons infected with Stvain \V

cevtain aftereffects.

" Before ,Ieaving Buenos
'"H'\orouglnly Pamiliar with «ll available information concerning _
Holmberg's. ill-fated expedition of 1921. Now, in an effort to learn
what had happened to him, we asked all natives whom we
encountered whether +hey had ever heard any stovies about
Molmberg +hat wmight have been handed down by their elders.

“One W\ornfhg a young fellow whom we haed not seen before

in the village where we weve staying at the time.
with gl'\asﬂy +tatoos, he had The

A:T@S we L\ad W\&dﬁ owrse’ves

showed up
" He was covered from head to toe
bone of a human finger thrust through his nose, ar\al’lm‘s teeth
weve Filed +to Po;m"s, but for « Chabavran he was a handsome
fellow, te all appeavances wet move than thirty years old at the
outside. We asked him the usual questions, and he veplied that he
himselF had seen Holmberg. Obviously he was lying, since he wmust
have been born several decades aFter Holmberg’s visit. So we
challenged him to prove that he was —telling the truth by describing
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Hofmberg's appearance. He respono(ec@ with a description, accurate to
the last detail, of Ho[w\bergj of each of his three assistants,
ond ofF all of +their equipmen‘l" It seemed fnexplfcab!e. And we
Subsequewf{y encountered Ffour more natives —— none in appearance
older than thirty-five years —— who likewise claimed to have
Seen“ Ho[w\\oera and were able fo give accurate descriptions of him.

I+ ook ws years to unvave| the mystery, but unravel it we
did. Given our lack of proper !abora’for\/ e_quipmen'f, the blochemical
Processas;:‘nvdved n‘ece%ari“y vemained in many cespects obscure,
bu:‘t;;i\n‘;,gavxerafwfterwxs; what we found was This: : -

" The Strain V. vicus }vx?ec‘ts‘,vxo*twon\\/;,w:i'ke. _nervous. System
but every cell in the human body. In each cell, the virus
attaches _itself to the chromosomes in such a way that it
pev‘manen‘fly halts the a.ﬁ;)ns Process;‘,;ThuSJ he who becomes
infected with Strain V, and survives, will never grow old, but._
may live Forever. The seemingly ;;‘\,zoung,ﬂ.‘._,Chm:abanf who  claimed  to.
lhave seen Hoivv\\oers had actually dene so, but were older than
they looked ,;_by‘p_,,s«e_‘v«ev&a,l decades at _the least. Having survived.
infection with Strain V., they had become immune to old age;."

Osl‘gu(; pauseJ for a full minute before e continued:

¥ Professor, imagine & man who would intentionally allow himself
to be bitten by an infected vampire bat. He would have nine
chances in ten of either dying or Becom‘mg a moron, and only
one chance in ten of surviving with his faculties intact.”

Placing his hands on +the professor's desk, Osigul. leaned over
it, his evyes burning with ?ana‘te‘cal“passion.

"But he who would take such a despera‘fe gam le —- and win
1t -- would become i\vvuv,\ov"l'a/»{ Think of Z‘i‘) Prof:essarl‘ lm.mor‘(ali'fy!
The most _sought-after prize throughowt the ages ! The object of
more desire and wmove yearning than the hilosopher's stone,
which tucns lead into 3old! Move than the perpe’tua[-mo‘ﬁon
machine , the ‘nexhaustible source of enecgy! Move than the

anacea, which cures all eiseases -— with the exception only of
old age!” . — o
‘O;Siqu‘l, VS‘Traig‘hTened up and continued in a move sober tone.
MWe found, however, that there was « cateh. When a
erson has survived +the acute stage of nfection with Strain
V, the infection. nevertheless persists in low-grade, chronic
~form. ,,H‘For‘tunai’ely, theve is a factor in normal human blood -~
we called 1t  the C_factor == that [imits the acﬂv?‘h, of the
viras so that the Pa’tu‘em‘— can live w}ThouT‘Smc%,rinﬂ Pev*cep”h\ble
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have been fmper?ec-r £ I had not visited the vregion in )
question To determine  how much, 1f any, truth there was in the.
rumovrs concerning Its vampire bats- Consequently, I had to

make my way theve at any cosT.
T\

Ur\?t)r‘tur\cﬂ”e}y, the vegion was not on[y inaccessible but -
was inhabited by the Chabarani, one of the few remaining Tribes.
to have preserved COmple+e independence From c}vf‘ffza.h‘on) and So
wavlike and agqressive That <o intrude upon their teeritory with.
anything less than a well-armed regiment was said to be
Vir'fual'y suicidal. And any regiment wouM‘ha\/‘eukper:&;shed‘, in
attempting Tto STruag)e through the vast, fetid swamps That
survounded +the country of +the Chabarani. ;

"I wade extensive inquivies, studred old accounts of
efoorers) travelers, and missionavies, and fouad +hat beyond
+theiv bloodthirstiness almost noﬂ\fng was known about The
Chabarani. In 1921 +he am-r[/\ropo(ogfs*r Hol;mb‘erg departed For their .
tercitory with three assistants, ;n't'enc[:'nﬁ to carry ouwt an
e‘i‘hnographl‘c S'totaly. Some ten wonths (a't‘er, aione, 3;ro*f'e5c7ue[y;
emaciated, and with his c[o"rku‘ng in tatters, he S'raagev‘ed into
a Freontier settlement. He was hD’PequS;I‘yH Vnsam.e_,,_wable oniy 1o
babble incoherent stovies of human sacvifices and uvsteakaHe
rites.

A DesPH’e the risk) ] had no alternative: In order -to
complete  my cesearch 1 had to tvespass upon +the territory of
+he Chabarant. Accov*d’fng]\/) ] set outT from Buenos Aires
with a S,;V\g'e intrepid companion. o ‘

“You ave a scieatist, Professor Movtimer. You are interested
not in advenfuve stories but in scientific facts. Thevefore I .
will pass ovev the astonishing hardships and dangers that we
had to surmount, and will [Nmit myselvc to ou‘r“ning +he
scientific  findings of our  twenty years among the Chabarani.

“As  yvou kwnow, rabies is a disease That originated in the
Old World and was “ransmitted to the New, most likely
through dogs brought by Europeans at the time of the Spanish
conguest- The disease eventually intected bats, which thevreafter
became imporTtant cavviers of vabies. Since bats seldom bite
t’\umans) “H\e\/ vepresent but « Shﬁh‘f danger In most Par'fs o'F
the Awmevicas. On the other ‘/\ar\o(} +hose parts oF South Awmerica
whevre Vampire bats occuvr form an exception; for these bats
bite wmammals, including humans, in the veogular course of
business. With their fine, razor~s\nav'\o teeth -they are Capable
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of makins a rela‘rive[y pa}nless incision, 50 that a Sfeepins
mammal may wnot be awakened and the vampive can lick its .
blood with EMPun}’l'y. Thus the gaucho camping far out on the .
pampas does not vealize that he has been bitten--unti/ he is .
stricken with vabijes.

“Oraﬁfnaxi‘y the human or animal victim of rabies passes
“f"krougk a stage of ‘nrr}‘fabili‘fy during wi\iok) in some cases, he .
may even. ‘vun wmad’ and attempt To bite ;every“ivinﬁ 'Hwing.
in his Paﬂm The course of +the illness invariably ends in
death. The rabies transmitted by vampire bats, however, has .
the Pecu‘fa.‘r)'fy that it takes on‘y a Para/y“h‘c form: The victim
does wnot show ?rr?‘ta‘oi)}"ty) much less rage, lbut merely
succumbs 1o spreacﬁing Pwmlysis and sinks guietly into death. .

UAIL of  Ahe foreqoing is well-known scientific fact.
Remarkwto\y); \'\owe\/er} the Chabavan? told wus that +he victim
of vampive-borne vabies does not always die, but of+ten

survives the llness. We did wnot at Fiest cvedit their
asseverations to this effect. We wnever toock at face
value any information vovided by the wnatives without

First TeS'i’fm:j\ it through observation or exPer?men‘t’ in
order to separate the kevnels of “4vuth from the wass of
supersTition. Iwn this instance, however, the statements of the .
Chabaran{ were borne out by ouv own observations: We
found that of persons con'f‘rac‘tfr\,% vabies Brom -the bite of
@ \/a.mp?v*e ba’f‘) on(t/ some SeveV\‘f'y pevcent died of the
disease a,PproX‘:‘Mc&TeI\/ thirty percent survived.

" We wevre able to confirm that the vabies virus
carvied by vampive bats ‘oelonﬁea'v to an abevrant stvain,
which we called S+train V, o(:‘S‘ta‘r\chy diffevent from -the
vivus of ,‘oraliwav*y rabies. OF couNse; ouv §nvesﬂ3a"ffons
weve ,‘rxaw\pered by a lack of proper [aborator equipment.
P\par* from the very little that we had been able
cavvy _with _us, we had te work with what we could

improvfse wpon Hre spot, and ov\ly +he ex::epﬂond Imgemi’f‘yw
ofF  Sandoval provided us Wit

means to sfmd\, +the vivus a-t
i
all.

“Sandoval 2 " asked the PraFeSScV‘) with an ihcruirinﬁ 3’ance.,

“Ignacio Sandoval, my companion.”

Professor Movrtimer sat up straight and his eyes
widened.

KN . . ‘ '
Ignacio Sandoval { ] wmet Wiw onee or twice, many
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A HALLOWEEN STORY

. For Joy R.
(with a ned to. Julile ,H~)u

_‘I‘\” was ;a,,;S\,w\a?ay afternvon in late OC’i‘ober) ane the
University  of Midnigaw's zoofoay _departunent was nearly
deserted.. Professor | Mortimer was “fakfr\.g ;acf.‘vay\"(’aﬁge of the
-peace an d c’[ui\e”f' te  wovrk ;or\k‘['\fs magnum  opus _Bm"s of
ﬂ_\_e Gieeat Lakes Region: Their Anatomy P}\ysiofogy) and
nfehavior. His concentration waﬁok;e:m knock at hi's
door.

"Come lV\')' he said.

The door opened and a tall, lean stranger stepped into the
office, followed by a man with a shambling gait, vacant eyes,
and H\;-.)ci't"r?v\:j clothes who carried a. fav.-gke attaché case.

" Professor Marﬁmer)“ said the strangec. His Penetvating.
gqaze “mche. the pro?essom“s“g{i;\-r[ . ;,\uncom‘for-ravkle.;

‘ What can I do For you ? " asked. the latter. )

"You ave one of the world's best-known chfrcpferologs‘sfsv'i

The prefessor wavrmed with ﬂra'ff{:f‘eo{;vanﬁ‘ o

“‘/eS‘/' he confessed with « self-satisfied. smile);“l belteve
1 have a genevrally faverable veputation among my colleagues’

“1 have Somefk?nﬁ to show vou, ProF&SSorﬂ

“Oh? Whart is it 73" |

In a Foreign language with _which the professor was
un?am”'\‘aw) the stranger Spoke to his Pecw)far companion; his
tone . WAS dull bur authovitative: S

“"Ignacio. Pon el maletin sobre la mesa.”

The aco)y’re approached the professor's desk awkwardl,
and Piaced the. ’o\“i"raci'\e' case upon it

A lgham‘"o. Abre[o.” k

The queer fellow opened the attaché case and [aid iT
out ?\a'f} then stood S‘t‘aurfvxj‘y at it S*mP‘c‘d/y.

;\\Ic‘jnaci‘o)" sald the Sfravxﬂer
C,?Fi‘ce) “Sréntate en el rincin." ‘

Tanacio shambled over to the corner, turned his back to

)
+he wa.“, and HoPped? down onto =the Ffloor. There he sat

, Pofn'n‘nﬂ 1o a covrner of the
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[egs stretched straight out in front of him.
The stranger pointed with his open hand toward the.
attaché case, which was filled with thick stacks of paper.
M The Prooﬂuc’r ot twenty years of vesearch!” he announced.
MOn what subject e
“Vawmpive  bats.” ; e
In the course of his career Professor Mortimer had
occasionally been approached by crackpots. who insisted on
expounding to him some addled ﬂr\_eory,abou:t__;ba‘fs--—usua”y
vampive bats--and he had an uneasy Ffeeling that the stranger
was one of them. He was tempted +o__show him out of the
office forthwith, but theve was. something oddly impressive
about the man that made him hesitate. So ;‘ke,;mﬁﬁe‘!‘ywasaid.ftf\wan
iveiTable tone, T —
Y1 veally don't _have time to read theough all this.”
™ Very well, T will give you a brie} oral sumwmary. But
Fivst eox "
—= “"RBut first ---have you perhaps seen _me befored”

Professor Mortimer studied the stranger's face. There was
something in it that held his attention. Yes, wmaybe he had seen
the man befove. But where? Then suddenly it came to him:

_“Abel Osigul 1" he exclaimed. B
“That is corvect, professor. I am Abel Osigul.”.
M What on earth happened to you ¢ Twenty years ago you

‘ —~ +he stranger was Staving. intently at _the Pro?essor “

weve one of the best students I ever had. I do remember that .
_you. were especiaH\/ interested in vawmpive bats. You wewre about.

te ‘oegivya Pw.D. thesis on that Su‘ojevc‘f', and then « - you
di‘sappeared- iWhere have you been<"

“Tlye been in the wildest corners of Argentina and Pa‘ragua_y,ﬂh

wheve I have made discoveries. Astounding discoveries!

By this time Protessor Movtimer was intensely interested.
Abel Osigul was no crackpot. o
"1 traveled to Argentina, of course, to. study vampire bats

in preparafffovx for wmy doctoral dissertation. I went through the
usual voutine, did all the things that Ph.D. students in mammalogy
ave expected +to do. But one thing +roubled me. In the course
of wmy studies I had heard persistent rumors of a remote
vegion.  on the borders of Argentina and Pmragw\y in which
Vavv\p%re bats wevre abv\orma“y a.bur\cian’f‘) lav‘gel and \/Dracetou‘ﬁ./qs

you know, professor, I am a perfectionist. My resecarch would .





