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It was a Sunday afternoon in late October ...
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I+ was \a,,SunJay afternvon in late Om‘,ober) and +the

. ,U'Aivev*SC'T\/ .OF Mi‘(;\/\\gan's ZOOfOﬁ.»/ . a!epqrft'men'h was ,nea.;v‘_l
deserted. Professor ~ Mortimer wWas. “Mk?mg advantage of the
-peace awn o cim‘ef to work on his WL N v opus}.Bm“s of
tﬂ_\_eA Giceat L akes Regions Their Anatomy Physiology and
Behavior. His concentration was. broken };—;M(hnock at his
door. o ;

"Come in’  he said. .

The door opened and a tall, lean stranger stepped into the
\o?'ﬁ'ce] Followed by a _man with «a ;skambli‘ng gait, vacant eyes,
and i;l\~{\|’1‘ﬂv,\3 clothes who cavried o 'ouv,-ge attaché case.

* Professor /"\om‘?mer," said the Strangec. His penetvating
,gaze;“ma.&e, the pvofessor  slightl uncom{ar‘t’a‘k(e.

What can I do for you T asked the latter.. ;

“"You ave one of the worid's best-known chfrop”rerqlogs‘s“fs.”

The preftessor warmed with ﬂra"fi'{:feol van?fyn._,,

“Ves ) he confessed with a self-satisfied smf’e)f\l belleve
T have @ %;evxewauy favovrable veputation —among my co”eaguesy

“1 have someﬂ'\}mﬁ to show Vou, ProFeSsor«'(.

M On? What s G178

In a Forveign iawguage w?*kuwi'\‘.dt\ ‘V’(l!\e professor  was

uvx?aw\ihaw) the stranger spoke to his Pecu?.‘ar— companion; his
tone was dull bur authovritative: :

“lgnc\cx‘,o,u?oy-\ el maletin sobre la mesa.”

The acolyTe approached the Pr‘OJFESSO,Y"S‘Aesk,‘awkwardﬂy
and Piaced the. attaché case upon it

° lgnacio. A brelo.”

The queer fellow opened the attaché case and laid iT
out flat, then stood staving at it STMP?d/y.

;“Iﬁna(‘,i\o) “ sard the stranger po/n'n‘ng 1o a covrner of the
office, “Siéntate en el vincin.” .

Ignacio shambled ovec to the corner, turned his back to

. the weall, and flopped down onto the floor. There he sat

)



gazing vacantly into space, his shoulders sagging and his
legs stretched sTraight out in front of him.
The stranger pointed with his open hand toward the
attaché case, which was Filled with thick stacks of paper.
;“Tt\e Producf O‘F TWEY\Ty ye“rs QF reSeaV“Ci'\ ! " ,’\e ahnoun(‘ed-
MOn what subject K
M Vawmpive bats.” B o
In the course of his career Professor Mortimer had
occasionally been approached by crackpots who _insisted on
expounding to him some addled theovy about bats—-usually
vampive bats--and he had an uneasy feeling that the stranger
was one of them. He was tempted +o__show him out of the
office forthwith, but there was. something oddly impressive.
about the man that made him hesitate. So he mevely said in an
iveitable “tone, e e — e
“1 veally don't _have time to vead through all this.”
M Very well, T will give you a brie} oral summary. But
fivrst <= “ -~ +he stranger . was staving. i,n'fen‘rly at. the Pro?essor
—— "Rut first -~<have you pev-l?\atps;,,s,ween#meu,,l:»e{’ore?—V.ﬁ«.w

Professor Mortimer studied the stranger's face. There was
something in it that held his attention. Yes, imaybe he had seen
the man before. But where? Then suddenly it came to him:

_“Abel Osigul 1" he exclaimed. ..
N That is _correct, professoc. I am Abel Osigul.”
S \What on earth happened to you ¢ Twenty years ago you

0

were one of the best students I ever had. I do remember that .
_you. were especially interested in vampire bats. You were about.

Te ‘oegivl\a PW.D. thesis on that Subjec'f" and then < - you
disappeared. Where have you been<”

“Ilye been in the wildest corners of Argentina and Pacaguay,.

wheve I have made discoveries. Astounding. discoveries!

By this time Professor Movtimer was intensely infecested.
Abel Osiqul was no crackpot: B
"1 +raveled to Argentina, of course, to study vampire bats

in_ preparation for wmy doctoral dissertation. I went through the
usual voutine, did all the things +that Ph.D. students in mammalogy
ave expected to do. But one thing +roubled me. In the course
of wmy studies I had heard persistent rumors of a remaote
region . on the borders of Argentina and Pav-ag,umy in which
vampire bats weve abr\orma“y abundant, large, and voracious. As

you kinow, ProFes;or, I am « PerFec-ﬁonis-r. MY research would .



have been lﬂmper{:ecf if I had not visited the vregion in )
questfon, to determine how muc]n, £ any, trath there was in the.
rumors concerning TS vampire bats- Consaquer\'r/y) 1 had to
make wmy way there at any cosT. . -
‘\Ur\f\or‘twr\aﬂ"e)\/, the vegion was not only inaccessible but
was inhabited by the Chabarani, one of the few remaining Tribes.
to have preserved ccwn,ole-fe independence From c?v;‘”za:h'on) and So
wavlike and aggressive That +to intrude upon their tecritory with.
anything less +than a well-armed regiment was sald “to be
v‘\r'fua“y suicidal. And any regiment would ha\/.e,.perfshecl, in
attempting To STrugg,e through the vast, fetid swamps that
survounded the country of +he Chabavrani.

"1 wwade extensive inquivies, studied old accounts of
explorers, travelers, and missionavies, and found +hat beyond
+heiv bloodthirstiness almost nothing was known about The
Chabarani. In 1921 -+he amﬂ/\ropo(ogl‘sf Ho[;mberg cfepaw"fec{ for their .
teccitory with three assistants, fn‘t’encfx'nﬁ to carry out an
ethno graphic study. Some ten wmonths later, alone, grotesquely
emaciated, and with his clothing in tatters, he staggeved into .
@ Prontier settlement. He was hopelessly Insane, able only To
bobble incoherent stories of human sacvifices and uvxspeaka\o)e
rites.

A Despi‘t‘e the risk) J had no alternative: In order -to
compfe-re my vesearch 1 had to frespass upon the teeritory of
the Chabarani. Accord’fncﬂy) ] set out frow Buenos Aires
with «a s.;ngfe Ivtrepid Cowxpanion. ‘ :

“You ave a scientist, Professor Mortimer. You are interested
not 1w advenfuve stories but in scientific Facts. Thevefore I .
will pass ovevr +he astonishing hardships and dangers that we
had to surmount, and will ?fmf‘t’ W\yse[‘F to ouﬂimng +he
scientific  Findings of our  twenty vyears among +he Chabarani.

“As you know, rabies is a disease That ov—i%ina'reo( in the
Old World and was +transmitted to the New, most likely
through dogs brought by Europeans at the time of the Spanish
conquest- The disease eventually infected bats, which thereafter
became important cavviers of vabies. Since bats seldom bite
humans, they vepresent but a slight  danger in most parts of
the Amevicas. On the other hand, those parts of South Awmerica
wheve vampire bats occur form an exception, for these bats
bite wmammals, including humans, in the veoular course of
business. With +theivr fine, razor-shavp teeth +they are capable
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of making a rela'rive[y paiv\less incision, S0 that a Sfeepn‘ng
mammaf may wnot be awakened and  the Vampfre can 'fck its
blood with ?mpun}'i'y. Thus the gaucho camping far out on the .
pampas does not realize that he has been bitten--—unti| he is .
stricken with vabjes.

\\Ora?fvxo\r?fy the human o animal victim of rabies passes
through a stage of er}*abi‘i‘ty during w"\iok) in some cases, he .
may  even. ‘vun wmad’ and attempt To bite every n\ivina 'H'\Inﬁ.
in  his Paﬂ\‘ The course of +he illness invariably ends in
death. The rabies transmitted by vampire bats, however, has
the pecu“mr)'fy that it takes ovdy a Pcwa/y'f?c form: The victim .
does wneot show frv-'dTa‘oi)'rty) much less rage, but merely i
succumbs to spreacﬁn‘n_g Pcwafys:‘s and sinks guietly into death. .

NAlL of  the Foregofns is  well~known scientific fact.
Remarkably, however, the Chabavani told wus that the victim
of vampive-borne vabies does wnot always die, but often

survives the lllness. We did not at First cvedit —their
asseverations to -this effeect. We wnever took at face
value any information vovided by the wnatives without

Flest Tesﬁmj\ it through observation or expeviment in
order to separate the kevnels of +vuth from the wmass of
supersTition. Iw this instance, however, the statements of +the
Chabavran{ were borne out by ouvr own observations: We
found that of persons contracting vables From -+he bite of
a  vampive (oa‘r) on[t/ some seventy pevcent died of the
disease ; ‘qpprox‘imaﬁe[y thirty percent survived. ;

" We were able to confivm that the vabies virus
carried loy vampire bats ‘oe'o‘r\ged to an abevrant strain,
which we called S+train V, olfsTa‘v\c-rly diffevent from +he

vivrus of Vorall‘ku‘y rabies.- OF cowrse, ouv {v\«JesTiSaT;‘oy\S

weve hampered’ b,y a  lack of roper |aborator equ?PW\ent
Apart from +the very little that we had been able %
cavvy _with _us, we had to work with what we could
{"W\pa"o\u\se wpon tHhe spot and ovxly +he ,e)(cepﬁona.l ;ngenui“h/.
of lSaV\dovq{ provided us with wmeans to study the vivus at
all.”

“Sandoval 2 asked +he professor with an 3r\quiv—}n3 3'amce,,

° Ignacio Sancloval) my companion.”

Professor  Movrtimer sat wp s*h*a?gk'r and his eyes
widened.

N . .
Ignacio Sandoval ! I wet him once or twice, many
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. years_ ago, aft international scientific conferences. He was young
Cbut  extraordinarily gqifted and had already so distinguished
Chimself  with his  remarkable studies in chfropfev-o{o,g_y that we all
believed he was destined 1o a caveer of unexamp[ed brilliance.
. And. Tb\,en,,,f,vwﬂo"rh;ng more  was heared frowm him. No one seemed
fo know . what had "\appenccl to him. He was with you, then,
amon these Chavabani Peopje?‘” : e :
"Chabavani. Yes, Ignacio Sandoval was with wme, professor. And
1 wmust confess that our discoveries owed. wmore to him than
. They did to wme. » ‘ S
“To continue: Like +he normal form of the rabies virus,
Steain  V  attacked +the brain. As I've said, only abour ;
Seventy percent of persons infected with Strain_ V. _died of +the
disease, but we found +hat in another twenty pevcent of
cases, . aeavwa,se +o the cevebral covtex was so severe That the
_Victim's _capacity for vational --rhouﬂlm‘ was almost COW\\P,QT’EIV
annihilated and he became $forvever a wmoron, hardly
distinguishable from a person who had been mentally vetarded
From birth. 'Th'{s)'}nca"denTa”\/) exp)a}ned our observation “that

persons of subnormal intelligence were surprisingly frequent

awmong  the Chabarani. ,

"The vemaining ten percent of persons infected with Stvain vV
exper}ewced a recovery that, Superﬁcia”y,) aPPecured complete.
Fuether investigation, however, showed that “hey too suffered
cevtain aftereffects. B

“Before ,‘eaving Buenos Rires we had made ourselves
+thoroughly familiar with all available information concernin
Holmberg's _ill-fated expedition of 1921. Now, in awn effort to learn
what had happened to him, we asked all natives whowm we
encountered whether they had ever heard any storvies about
Holmberg +that wmight have been handed down by their elders.

“"One morning a young fellow whom we had not seen velore

in the village where we weve staying at the fime.

$howec} wp
with ghastly +tatoos, he had The

He was covered from head to toe
borne of a human finger thrust through his nose, and his teeth
weve Filed +to Po;n‘rs, but for « Chabarani he was a handsome
?e”ow) to all appeavances not move than “H/\hr'('y years old at the
outside. We asked him the usual questions, and he veplied that he
himself had seen Holmberg. Obviously he was lying, since he musT
have been boren several decades aFter Holmberg’s visit. So we
“challenged him to prove that he was +telling the truth by describing
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Hofmberg's appearance. He v’espovxofecf' with a description, accurate to
the last detail, of Holmberg, of each of his three assistants,
and of all of +heir equipment- It seemed fvxe;«ph‘cc,b[e. And we
Subsequen‘rly encountered Four more natfives-- none in appearance
older than 'Hr\ir‘h/-ﬁve years —— who likewise claimed to have
seen Ho|w&>er3 and were able to give accurate descriptions of him.
I+ ook wus years o unvavel the mystery, but unravel i+ we
did. Given our lack of proper {abora’for\/ equipment, the bilochemical
processes involved n‘ecessari‘y vemained in many respects obscure,
but. in ..3avxe.rafmterwxs what we Found was This: ;

M The Strain V. vicus infects no-rﬁ,onlyh.r[’ke.;V\,ev‘vousﬂ system
but every cell in the human body. In each cell, the virus
attaches _jtself 1o the chromosomes in such a way that it
pervv\aw\enﬂy halts the aging process.. Thus, he who becomes
infected with Strain V, and survives, will never grow old, but.
may live Forever. The seemingly ,y;ouv.xg,.,,,Chm:g.banf who  claimed  to.
have seen Holmberg had actually dene so, but were older than
they ,[,ook‘e_d..,<_,by..h,,5ev_era,f decades at the least. M.Having_.‘_ survived
infection with Strain \/, they. had become. Tmmune to old aﬁe.u

Osfgu{ pausecf for a full minute before he continued:

h Professor, imagine a man who would intentionally allow himself
to be bitten by an infected vampire bat. He would have nine
chances in ten of either dying or becom}ng a movon, and only
one chance in ten of Suv*va?na with his faculties intact.”

Placing his hands on the Professm“s desk, Osigul leaned over
it, his eyes burning  with Fana‘h‘cal_pa.ssion., R

"But he who would take such a desperate gamble—,— and win
1t -- would become :‘\W\mor‘fa,/," Think of it Pro‘Fess«:r" ,Im,mor‘ta[ify!
The most sought-after prize throughout the agesf The object of
more desire and wmovre yearning than Tthe Fk?‘osapker's stone,
which  tuens lead into go{d! Move than the P,erpe'tua[vmcn”?on
machine , the inexhaustible source of kev_\eray! Move than the

anacea, which cuves all diseases —— with the exception only of
old mﬂe{" ; ; ‘ , - ;

‘O;Sigu‘l S.Trm‘gh‘rened up and continued in a _ move sober tone.

“We found, however,  that there was « cateh. alhen _a
erson has survived +the acute stage. of infection with Strain
Moy

_foerm.. For‘,tu.v\odrely, theve is a factor in normal human blood ==
_we_called it +he ,C,.ﬂ;,actac._:-::,,_’f“ka'r limits the ac'f\n\/)“hf of the
virus so that the patient can live without suffering perceptible

+he infection. V\everﬂ\eiess Persis*l’s i low—grqde} chronic
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havrm as [ovxg as the C factor is resent. Less ¥or1‘uvxa‘f‘e[yJ
the Vivus 6rac[ua”\/ ;mpairs +he {oody's capaciTy to Secrete
the C factor. Thus, after “v?na with the chronic Tnfection
for three or four years, +he atient s ho longer able +o
Produce the C factor in sufficienT gquantity, and the virus
begins sfowf\/ to kill him. His [ife may drag on painfully
for a few vyears, but in the end he will die--- unless he
can rep'en{sf«w his SuPP!y,,“o*F the C Ffactor. from soeme
souvrce outside his own (oody. What This means In
practice, professor, is that, in order to preserve his
?wxmor‘tali"h/, t+he patient wmust from Time to Time acquire
a fresh quantity  of the C factor by  drinking the blood
of a “vinrj human Be?ng.",; o ; } )

Professov Mortimer had been “Sfen?na spe”bound *to
his Fformer sTuJemT} his Jaw Slack, his mouth open and his
eyes gfazed' Now suddenl, he seemed fo come to himself.
He stood wup abruptly an! SAAPPRaly. . s i o e

“[Look here, Osi Wl ! Do actuall, expect me To

9] iy you Y. P
believe all this preposterous vubbish 127

OSF%L{I smiled M/cuf\!y. o ‘

“No, professor, I don't expect you to believe it.”

He paused briefly,. gazh’\g at FProfessor Mortimer with
SO\’Y\e'H/\\IV\S like wistful compassion. Then he barked in «
Peremp‘tioery‘ ‘f’oy\e,: .- s

) Ignacio - {Cump/e con tu deber!

Ins-‘['a_n-f/\/. Isnac?o Poumced’ on The pv-mcessor) Pressi‘ng
ovevr his nose and mouth a handkecchief saturated with
some. Stvon —SW\e”«'na substance- The proFessor S'I’rugcj/ed
Feelgiy) but ov\ly for a wmowent, for he gwiF-r/y sank into
U coOnSCious ness.

* * ¥
W hen Professor Mortimer awoke, the sun had alvready
set. He found himself S}umped’ in his chair and his
papers stvrewn in disorder over his desk.

“S-t'\rcw\ge(” he said to himself. “"I've never fallen
as[ee\o in my office before- And I've had the oddest
dreawm, foo | ¥

He stood up, and in doing So wnoticed thar he felt
extraordinavily weak, as F he had vecently lost a grear
deal of blood. He put his papers in ovder, took his coat |
from the kook) S‘tepped out of +the office; and locked the'
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door. Luckily he did not live far from the zoolgy building
so he Felt he would be able to vreach home Sa?efy in
spite of his weakness. He cvossed +he hall, picked his
way cavefully down the stairs, and [eft the building
-t-('\v*ou\g]q +he main door. As he appv#oac'«ed the street his
path was crossed l:y a  group of l’\?g/f\—spiri'z"ed children
wearin costumes. He had ?o@o‘ﬁen that it was Halloween.

&

. . /
A chal dressed as a vampire called out," Trick o treat!”

Professor Movrtimer Fished « querter from his Packef and
held it out toward the boy.

(X} (4 N

Here Son (f\e said. .

& o7 4 4 | « [ ¢

“I'wai Deracula:r. I want a PmT of [olooc{,

) . \ «

The professor wmuttered to himself, "Cheeky kid!“ and
Tossed the coln in the boy's direction. Then Pensive[y he
turned his steps ho mew ard.
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