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Probably the only hope of preserving individual liberty lies in rebellious youth. By
this I do not mean to say it would be good for individual liberty if today’s hippies and
student rebels ever got control of this country. On the contrary, they are so intoler-
ant of other people’s opinions that they would probably destroy what liberty we have
now. However, it is possible that they may shake up the country so much, without
getting control of it, that the direction in which society is developing may be changed
considerably. I would not attempt to guess what the new-direction of development
would be, but it is possible — though I think quite unlikely — that it might be such
as to increase the freedom and independence of the individual. It appears that the
rebels have already wrought some major changes. Miniskirts, sideburns, and bushy
moustaches, originally introduced by junior nonconformists, have now been more or
less accepted by what is vulgarly termed the establishment. Even family-type national
magazines have become surprisingly daring with regard to sex. In the last few years
“socialism” (that term means different things to different people) has become more
and more widely accepted as both inevitable and desirable in this country. I see no
reason for optimism in these trends. Rather the contrary. There seems to be more and
more emphasis on “togetherness” and the individuals supposed obligation to the group.
(Sensitivity training; the we-all-gotta-kiss-and-hod-hands-or-the-world-will-blow-up at-
titude; etc.) The student and minority group rebels keep asking society to do things
for them, rather than asking for a situation in which they can be independent and do
things for themselves. I see no sign of any movement asking to let each man be his own
master in a thorough sense. It should also be noted that economic socialism involving
nationalization of industries doesn’t eliminate the power that corporations exercise
over individuals — it merely constitutes all the power in the hands of the government.
Thus there is no longer even the partially effective system checks and balances that
exist in the present half-capitalist society.

The growing tendency to assume Communist countries are benign and harmless as
long as we treat them right is dangerous. It is time that neither the Russians nor the
Chinese are about to send their armies goose-stepping across Asia. Neither are they
likely to make an unprovoked atomic attack on the U.S. Nevertheless, certain facts
should be clear to any reasonably objective observer. The first is that Communist
values are strictly materialistic. Individual liberty has no place in their ideology, as is
made clear by the invasion of Czechoslovakia (despite the Czechs repeated prostrations
of loyalty to socialism and to the Soviet Union), and by the repression of intellectuals
and artists.

Secondly, it seems nearly certain that the Russians, and absolutely certain that the
Chinese, will not hesitate to use mind-control techniques as they become available.
Indeed, they have already demonstrated this by their use of propaganda, and of brain-
washing in the strict sense of the word (as described in A. Huxley’s “Brave New World
Revisited).

Third, even if expansionism were not a part of Communist ideology, we would still
expect the Communist leaders to do their best to enlarge their sphere of influence,
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simply because that is the way national leaders behave. (especially when they are
not hampered by Western examples). They would do this by economic and political
means, with military presence applied where convenient and reasonably safe. Let’s be
extremely optimistic for a moment and assume the U.S. forswears the use of mind-
control techniques and the misuse of technology. How could it then expect to compete
indefinitely with nations having no such scruples? Once sufficiently effective mind
control techniques become established in Communist countries these countries would
stay that way.
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