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Ted to August — Apr. 30th, 2001










Dear Ms. Hampton,




I hope to give you an answer eventually ...
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Ted to August — Aug. 29th, 2001










Dear Ms. Hampton,




I’m sorry that I again have to put off giving you a proper answer to your letters, but I recently learned that the Ninth Circuit had denied my petition for rehearing en banc; the next step is the Supreme Court, and legal deadlines won’t wait, so I will probably be completely absorbed in legal work for something like three months and won’t have time for anything else. But I do hope to answer your letters eventually.




I did receive the books you sent, and I thank you for them.




Sincerely yours,

Ted Kaczynski










[image: t-k-ted-kaczynski-s-letter-correspondence-with-aug-18.jpg]











      

    

  
    
      

Ted to August — Nov. 16th, 2001










TED KACZYNSKI

to

AUGUST HAMPTON

4061 E. CASTRO VALLEY BLVD #14

CASTRO VALLEY CA 94552










Dear Mrs. Hampton:




At long last I am ready to answer your letters. I sent my petition for writ of certiorari to the Supreme Court on October 30 ...




... it would have been too late for Alan Dershowitz to get involved in preparing my certiorari petition. I don’t think Dershowitz would have wanted to help me anyway ...




... I’ve found out the hard way that no lawyer is willing to represent me ...




As to your letter of August 2, I do appreciate your kindness in sending me the books by Aldous Huxley and E. Zamiatin, but, to be perfectly honest, I’ve donated them to the prison library rather than reading them. I’ve heard of Zamiatin’s We, and I read Huxley’s Brave New World and Brave New World Revisited many years ago, but I’ve long since lost interest in books that tell us how bad our society is or how bad it’s going to be. I assume that I already know enough about that, and I prefer to read material that may have some bearing on, or application to, the problem of what might be done to change the situation.




Regarding your offer to send me reading material, I would be glad to receive copies of any of the Spanish-language newspapers El Pais, La Jornada, or ABC, which are probably available in your area given the number of Spanish-speaking people in California. I need Spanish-language reading material so that I won’t lose my knowledge of Spanish through neglect. I made that mistake with German, which I studied in school and once was able to read pretty well. But through failure to use the language for thirty-odd years I forgot most of what I knew of it; though I’ve recently been studying German in an effort to re-learn it.




Now your letter of April 6. (That’s more than seven months ago! I’m embarrassed that I’ve taken so long to answer.) The letter makes it apparent that you share the common assumption that I am the author of the so-called “manifesto”. The assumption presumably is based on the fact that I pled guilty to the Unabomb charges. I have to remind you that people sometimes plead guilty without being so, simply because that may be their least undesirable alternative in a given legal situation. But I will say no more on this subject, since lawyers have advised me not to discuss anything affecting my legal position until after my legal processes have been concluded.




In your April 6 letter you say that you and your husband own a “‘nice’ house.” Would you care to explain then why you apparently live in an apartment, as the “#14” in your return address would indicate?




In response to the concerns that you ask me about in your April 6 letter, I’ll begin by pointing out that one should be cautious about applying the manifesto to the personal problems of particular individuals. Even assuming the manifesto is correct in every respect (which of course is open to argument), it only describes in broad terms the certain general trends in our society. To draw an analogy, a doctor might say that air pollution in certain localities is an important cause of respiratory problems, and he would be right. But if you live in a city with heavily polluted air and have respiratory problems, it doesn’t necessarily follow that your respiratory problems are entirely or even partly caused by air pollution. For example, you might have tuberculosis, which probably would have nothing to do with emphysema, which could be caused solely by air pollution, but on the other hand you might have a case of asthma not primarily caused by air pollution but only exacerbated by it. Similarly, the societal problems described in the manifesto are likely to be involved in some way in the personal problems of a given individual, but the personal problems often will not be simple and straightforward consequences of the societal ones.




Now let me address your concern #1. This point especially interests me because, as a male, I may not be able to see the woman’s point of view very well, and, curiously, none of the other women who have written to me have raised these issues to any great extent.




To me it looks as if your conception of the disadvantages faced by women in non-modern societies is vastly exaggerated. I wonder whether you’ve gotten a lot of your information from feminist propaganda. If you read the writings of certain anarchoprimitivists you’ll get propaganda of the opposite kind: they will tell you that before the advent of civilisation everyone had “gender equality.” Information from people who have an ideological axe to grind commonly is highly unreliable.




I’m not in a position to speak authoritively about women’s roles in non-industrial societies, because I’ve had no opportunity to research the subject systematically. But I have read about many different societies, and it seems clear that few valid generalizations about women’s roles are possible. The distinguished anthropologist Carlton S. Coon stated in his book The Hunting Peoples that among the Bushmen of the Kalahari Desert men and women had equal status, and this seems plausible in light of what I’ve read about those people. At the other extreme, some of the Australian tribes had religious rituals in which women were subjected to what we would call gang rape, and some of the women lived in terror of these experiences. Moreover, in some tribes, young women were forced to marry old men, primarily so that they should be servants to them, and women who resisted were beaten with clubs until they gave in. My overall impression is that men generally have tended to have more authority than women. In some societies all authority is in the hands of males — theoretically. But women have much more power in practice than they do in theory. For example, Gontran de Poncins, Kabloona, states that among the Eskimo with whom he lived during the 1930’s the husband, supposedly, was the source of all authority in the family — yet the wives always got their way anyhow. According to Thomas and Znaniecki’s classic study of Polish peasant culture, The Polish Peasant in Europe and America, all authority in that culture was theoretically vested in the paterfamilias — the old man of the family — but in practice the women’s influence over the men was such that they had almost equal power.




You write, “To allow men more freedom to act out their own will would seem to offer a disastrous consequence for my gender ....” But I don’t know of any society in which men have simply “acted out their own will” on women. As far as I am aware, their behavior toward women, in any stable society, has always been restrained by social norms. (And also, I suspect, by some biological predisposition: I doubt that women’s influence over men is a purely cultural phenomenon.) For instance, as horrifying as the practices of the Australian tribes seem to us (and apparently also to many of the women concerned), the rapes and beatings were not carried out at the random will of the men but only in particular circumstances prescribed by custom.




The situation of women under the Taliban in Afghanistan I think was an aberration of a disordered and disrupted society.




You state that “Female infanticide, genital mutilation, forced prostitution, forced marriage, and widespread economic and legal discrimination are a fact of life in most of the world.”




There have been and no doubt still are cultures that practice female infanticide, but I would be very surprised if it were a frequent and accepted practice over most of the world. Excision cultures, and it still is in some parts of the not practiced over most of the Middle East, much less over most of the world.{1} I’ve never heard of a traditional culture in which forced prostitution was an accepted practice. Maybe examples could be found, but they certainly would be the exception and not the rule. Forced marriage occurs, but it’s probably less common than you think. Arranged marriages are, or were, very widespread in traditional cultures, but one has to distinguish between arranged marriages and forced marriages. An arranged marriage is carried out under the supervision and control of the family as being a matter that affects the whole family and not just the prospective spouses. But it’s my understanding that the wishes of the prospective spouses commonly are taken into consideration and they usually are not forced to marry if either of them has a decided objection to the match. (Certainly there are exceptions, such as the Australian custom described above.) Furthermore, spirited individuals may often find ways of thwarting their families intentions with regard to marriage. TO take an example from Elizabeth Marshall Thomas’s book The Harmless People, a Bushman fell in love with a beautiful girl and arranged with her parents to make her his wife. He took her back to his hut, but she refused to enter it and slept the night outside. In the morning she got up and walked back to her parents’ camp, and that was the end of the marriage. Even among the Australian Aborigines a young woman might avoid a forced marriage to an old man by eloping with her boyfriend — though in doing so she risked death if her and her boyfriend’s totems were such as to prohibit their marriage. (Aldo Massola, *The Aborigines of Southeastern Australia.)




Economic and legal discrimination against women, in the sense in which I think you mean it, is a trait of societies in a state of transition from traditional to modern culture. In all traditional cultures, men and women had different roles. Through force of custom, the traditional differences in sex roles were carried over into the economic and legal arrangements of societies that were in the process of modernization, and the difference still persists in those societies that have not yet reached the advanced stage of modernization that exists in the West. But the economic and legal discrimination that exists in incompletely modernized countries is a very different phenomenon from the traditional differences in sex roles. You can disapprove of the traditional differences in sex roles if you like, but they still are not the same thing as the economic and legal discrimination that exists in the modern world.




But it is difficult to talk about women’s roles in terms of generalities. ONe gets a much better picture by reading accounts of life in particular cultures. If you’re sufficiently interested, you might want to read some of the books I’ve cited above, or such books as Angie Debe, Geronimo, Colin Turnbull, Wayward Servants and The Forest People, Louis Sarno, Song From the Forest, John D. Hunter, Manners and Customs  of the Indians ... (etc, — long title), which will give you some inkling of what life was like for women in certain premodern societies.




My readings in history and anthropology have left me with the impression that, apart from extreme examples such as the Australian customs I’ve mentioned, women in traditional societies undisturbed by Western influence have not ordinarily been dissatisfied with their position as women. But it still seems that, on average, life in traditional societies was harder for women than for men. For one thing, women faced the dangers of childbirth without modern medicine to intervene if anything went wrong. For another thing, treatment of women that we would consider unfair, or at times abusive, was common in some of those societies.




Nevertheless — and I make  this suggestion with difference since I’m not a woman, and can’t blame you if you disagree with me vehemently — I venture to propose that the unfairness to women of many traditional cultures was less important than the conditions that modern society imposes on both sexes. Take yourself as an example. You are under medication for depression. Would you have been depressed if you had lived in a male-dominated traditional society? Maybe not. Reportedly, one anthropologist went to New Guinea to study depression there, but was unable to carry out his project because he couldn’t find any depression. So it would seem that any unfairness to which women are subjected in New Guinea is not sufficient to make them depressed; whereas under modern conditions depression is very common.




But so far, for the most part, I’ve been discussing only traditional societies. Today, most of the world has been thrown into cultural disorder by the intrusion of industrial civilization. Societies outside the West may still retain many elements of their traditional cultures, but there are very few in any places left where traditional culture remains reasonably intact. In this disordered state of the world it is certain that, outside of the well-policed West, atrocities are far more common than they were at the hunting-and-gathering stage of human existence. I would guess that atrocities are more common now than they were in most of the older civilized societies too, but that is open to argument. It’s not clear to me whether women are victims of atrocities to a greater extent than men are, but it may not matter anyway, since to a woman who is forced into prostitution it can’t be much of a consolation that a man has been killed, mutilated, or enslaved.




If the existing system breaks down in thee industrialized world, it seems safe  to assume that the result will be massive social disorder. Presumably there will be atrocities. Whether women or men will suffer more is an open question, but, again, it may not matter much. However, I see no reason to assume that there would bee a “worldwide backlash against Feminism.”




You can take your choice: You can either desire a collapse of the existing system and accept  the disastrous consequences that would ensue; or for the sake of present physical safety you can desire that the system should survive as long as possible, and reconcile yourself to letting technology take us wherever it will take us. You may feel that both alternatives are unacceptable, but I believe that there are no other choices: If the technological system survives at all, there will be no way of taming it, controlling it, or making it harmless.




I’ve now addressed your concern #1 at considerable length; I can respond more briefly to your other concerns.




What you say under #2 seems inconsistent with your earlier statement that you “incur new [bills] just as quickly as the old ones disappear.” Can you clarify? In any case, in #2 and #3 you seem to be asking me to tell you how to achieve personal fulfillment. Even if I were qualified to offer that kid of advice — and I am not qualified — I would not be able to offer it without knowing you well. However I will make some relevant remarks further on in this letter.




Under #3 you say you feel guilty for not having contributed more to people outside of your extended family. But throughout the past history of the world most people have worked only for themselves and for their extended families, or for others to whom they’ve had strong personal ties, and I’m not aware of any indication that anyone ever felt guilty about it prior to modern times.




In your items #4 and #5, you seem to be arguing that the continued development of the system will lead to physical disaster for the human race. I don’t know whether it will or not. The point is much disputed. I do believe that if the development of the system does not lead to physical disaster it will at any rate prove disastrous to traditional human values such as freedom. (Though this doesn’t necessarily mean that most people will some day think they have lost their freedom. Probably they will simply redefine the word “freedom” so that it describes whatever way of life they happen to be leading. In fact, such a redefinition of “freedom” has already taken place.)




I’m not going to address your point #6. My answer would have to be long-winded and probably would not interest you much anyway. So I will only say: (i) It’s not clear to me why you think opponents of industrial society would have to seek solitude. (ii) I’ve never said it would be easy for rebels or revolutionaries to hasten the breakdown of the system, nor do I claim to know to a certainty that it would be feasible at all. (iii) Nevertheless, I think it should be tried.




Your point #7: Without a breakdown of the entire technological system, sympathy for wild nature would mean very little. The reason is clear: Immoderate consumption of natural resources is necessary to maintain the modern lifestyle. Apart from a minority of radicals and rebels, people just will not give up their modern luxuries in order to reduce their impact on the environment. You yourself are a case in point. It’s clear from your letter that your standard of living — and consequently your level of consumption of natural resources — is higher than that of the average person in this country, and incomparably higher than that of Third-World people. Are you going to give up all of your luxuries in order to reduce your impact on nature? Not likely! Of course, other people won’t give up their luxuries either; and Third-World people won’t stop aspiring to attain the Western level of luxury. People will continue their immoderate consumption of natural resources unless and until the breakdown of the system makes the modern lifestyle impossible, or until some other factor, such as the exhaustion of the resources, forces them to stop.




Now let me return to your concerns #2 and #3 — your search for personal fulfillment. I suggest that one of the points the author of the manifesto was trying to make was that, for most people, an activity that is carried on solely for the sake of fulfillment does not bring genuine fulfillment. In order to acheive true fulfillment, you have to have an activity with real goal — not just a goal that you cook up for yourself in order to find fulfillment. But if you had a real goal — if there were something that you really wanted — you would already know that you wanted it and you wouldn’t have to search for it. Hence, the search for fulfillment is futile.




From your letter it appears that your only goal has been to “acquire things ... on [your] long list of must-haves”, but evidently that hasn’t satisfied your need for fulfillment. Now you seem to be looking for something like a hobby, an activity that won’t interfere with your lifestyle or threaten your posession of the “things”. that you’ve acquired.




Perhaps once a week you will spend a few hours at a women’s shelter involved in other people’s tragedies, and then come back to your nice safe house full of luxuries. Maybe you’ll find fulfillment that way; but I’m inclined to doubt it. It certainly wouldn’t work for me. But I’d be willing to bet that if the system were to break down during your lifetime, and if you were one of the survivors, you would discover that you had found all the fulfillment you needed just in providing yourself with the bare necessities of life and doing whatever else you had to do in order to stay alive.






 *  *  *







In regard to information from books that I’ve cited in this letter, I should mention that I’ve relied on memory for the information since, in my present circumstances, I’m not in a position to consult the books. And, of course, I can’t guarantee that my memory is accurate in all cases.




I wish you a happy Thanksgiving.




Sincerely yours,




Ted Kaczynski

P.S. In writing to me, it would be best if you used the address and the spelling of my name, given in the return address on this envelope. --TJK
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{1} I’ve read that older, traditional people where clitoridectomy is practiced, of both sexes, fail to understand why Westerners get so upset about it. Apparently it is the younger, Wester-influenced people who raise objections. I personally am repelled by the idea of clitoridectomy, but then, I’m a westerner.




      

    

  
    
      

Ted to August — Feb. 26th, 2002










Dear Ms. Hampton,




Today I received copies of three newspapers, ABC, El Sol de Mexico and Frankfurter Allgemeine Zeitung. I assume that you are responsible for their delivery, and I thank you very much for them. I imagine that they were allowed to reach me because they were sent by a bookstore. ...




Best regards,

Ted Kaczynski
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Ted to August — Mar. 19th, 2002




Dear Ms Hampton, Of the material that you sent me ...




... to me, Colorado seems almost subtropical. ...




... You asked about my Supreme Court case. I was ...




... the book on which the information appears.




1. Description of the way in which the Plains-Indian women used to skin buffalo or other hides by chipping them with an adize, preferably with comments as to the high level of skill required for this work.




2. Any other information about the high level of skill required for some of the work done by American Indian women, or the women of other primitive societies.




3. Description of the prehistoric American Indian practice of hunting buffalo by driving a whole herd over a cliff.




4. Description of later American Indian practice of hunting buffalo by "running" them on horseback.




5. Any information as to whether the Indians ever used to kill more buffalo (or other game) than they needed and let the meat go to waste; especially, whether meat was thus wasted before animal hides became highly valuable to the Indians as a kind of currency with which to buy goods from white traders.




6. An account of the physical training that young Indian boys (and, in some tribes, girls too) underwent; e.g., long-distance running, swimming in cold water, etc.




7. Among some Plains-Indian tribes, boys were trained for courage as follows: Men surround buffalo bull. Boy, with stick in his hand, is put into circle with bull. Bull charges boy. Boy must await bull's charge, jump out of way at last moment, then jump back and touch bull's tail with stick.




You may be able ot find items #6 and #7 in a book titled Wooden Leg: Chief of the Sioxe. I don't remember the other's name with any certainty, but it might be John G. Neihardt. You can probably find some of the items #1 through #5 in F. Clark Wissler, Indians of the United States, Doubleday, 1996.




If you can get this information for me, it will be much appreciated. And if you're left with an appetite for more research tasks, I can provide them.




Thanks and Best regards,

Ted Kaczynski
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inconpletel, wodernized countries iz a very diffecesr
phenomensn From The Tradiicasl diffecences in sex
voles. You can disepprove of The tradiTionad
diffecences i sex roles if you like, bur they still are
neT the Same Thing 45 The eccnemic and legel
discrimination That exists in the modern world.

But i1 is  difficdt o Talk about women's roles
in feems of genecalities. One gets a much berres
picture by reading accounts of life in pacticular
cultures. If youre sufficiently inferested , you might
want T vead some of The books I've ciTed above,
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or  such books a5 Angle Debe, Geroming , Colin Turn bull
Wayward Servests and The Forssr fecple, Louis Sacno,

Seng Frem The Forest, John D. Huater, Manners sad

Customs of the Indians ... (wte, — long Title), whick

will give you some inkling of what life was like Jor

wemen in cerfain premodera soclefies.

My readings in history and anthropolegy have lefr me
With fhe  impression Thal, apar? from extreme examples
such a5 the  Australion customs I've mentioned, Women

In traditional secieties undisturbed by

Western
inbluence have not

ordinarily bean

dissatisfied with
women: But IT . still seems that,
average, life in traditionel societies was hardan

their position a5

For women than for men. For owe Thing, women Faced
the dangees of childbirth without modern
InTervene if anything wenT wrong.
Trectment would consider unfair,
o &t | rtimes abustusy. \snsbenmmunibitn slsoiat i
those societies.

Nevertheless — and T make
diffidence  since I'm

medicine T

For ansther Thing,
of women Hat we

This Suggestion with
net @ woman, and can't blame
you (P you disagree with me vehemently — [
Venture T prepose that The wnfairness T women of
many traditional cultures was less important Than
the condifions thal medern seciety imposes on both
sexes. Take yourself as an example. You ave
under medication For depression, Wowld you have
been  depressed if you had lived

in & male-
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14,

I'm moT going T addeers youw point #6. My

answer would have T be long-winded and probably
would Aol InTevest you much anyway. S T will only
Sayt () It mot clear © me why you Fhink

opponeats of Industrial society would have & seek
solitade: (i) I've mever said 1T would be

easy for
cebels or

vevolutionaries o hasten The breakdown of
The sysTem, ner do I claim B kuw & &
certainty that 17T would be feasible ar all.

(1)) Nevertheless, T think 1t showtd be Tried:

- Your point #7: Withowt a breakdowa of he
entire  technoindusteial system, Sympethy for wild
Nature  will accomplish veey little, The reason is clear:

ImmoderaTe consumption of naTural

necessary o maintain the

modecn lifestyle. Apart
from o minerity of redicals and rebels, peaple just
will net give up Their modern luxumies

in order
reduce their impact

on the enviconment, You yourself
are & case tn points It's clemr From your
letter that your standard of lving — and
consequently your level of consumption of natured
resources — 13 higher Han That of The average
person in  this  country, and incomparebly highen
Hhan that of Third- World pecple. Are you going
To give up all of your luxuries in order B reduce
Your impact on ature 1 Not likely! OF comrse,
other pesple wen't give wp Fheic. luxumes eithens

and Thicd= World pesle wen't  stop aspiring T
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attain the Westera level of luxury. People will continue
Fheic  Immoderate Conswmption of nafural rescurces
wntid wnless and until the breakdoun of the system
makes the modern [ifestyle impossible, oc wntil
Some other factor, such e the exhaustion of The
resources, forces them T sTop.

Now let me returs To your Concecns #2 and
#3 — your search for pecsonal fulfillment- I suggesr
thal  owe of The poinfs fhat. The auther of the
manifeste  wanted To make was that, for most
pesple, an activity That is cacried on selely on

primarily for The Sake of fulfillment dees net
being  geawine Fulfillments In  srder % achieve True
Fulfillmear , you have T have an activity witha
real goal — At just & goal Thal you cook up for
yourself in order T find fulfillmesr. Bur if ye«
had & real goal — if There were Semething That
you veally wanted— you would alrcady hnow thar
you wanted it and you woulda't have To Search
for 11, Hence, the search for fulfillment is
futile.

From your letrer 1T appears that your only goal
has been o “acquire Things - on [yourd long lisr
of must—haves ), buT evideatl, that hasa'y satisfied
your need for Fulfillment. Mow you scem T be
locking o something Iike a hobby, an activi, vhat
won't  interfere with your lifestyle. on threaTen your
pessession s fothie things’,. fhat: vau've. acquired;
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Tf the existing system brecks dowa in  the
industrialized world, 1T scems safe o assume Har
the cesult will be massive social disorder
Presumably there will be atrocities. Whether women
or men will suffer moce 15 an epen guestion, but,
again, 1T may ne? matre much. Howevar, I secno
Feason T assume that there would be a “worldwide
backlash against  Femimisn.'

You can take your choice: Yow can either
desive o collapse of the existing system and
accept the disastrous consequences That would ensue;
or for the Sake of preset physical safefy you can
desice that the system shewld survive as
possible, and reconcile yourself To leTTing Technolesy
take ws  wherever 1t will Take us. You may feel
that both alfecnatives are unacceptable, bur I
believe that there are no other choices: If the
technobgical system suevives ar all , There will be
ho way of Taming iT, controlling 1T, or making it
havmless.

J've now addressed your concern #1  at
considecable lengthy 1 can respond mere briefly T
Your other concerns.

What you say under #2 scems inconsistent
with your eavlier statemen? tha you “ incur ne
Lbills] jusr as quickly as The old ones disappear.

Canyou clarify? In any case, in 42 and #3 you
Seem o be asking me T Tfell you hou T achieve
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3.

pecsenal  Fulfillment. Even if T were qualified T
offer that kind of advice — and I am not qualified
— T would net be able To of far iT withowt
knswing you well: - However, I will make some
relevant vemarks further on in this lerter
Under 3 you say you feel guilty for not
having  contributed more To pecple outside of your
extended Femily. But throughout The past history of
the world most pesple have worked oaly for
themselves and for their extended Families, or for
athers To whem they've had strony personal Ties,
and I'm net aware of any indication That
angone  even felr guilt, abour 17 prior T medecn

times-
In  your iTems # 4 and #5, you Seem To be
arquing That he continued development of The
System will | lead To physical disaster for The human
vace. [ dowt know whether iT will or not. The
peint is much disputed. J o believe that if The
development of The system does not lead To physical
disaster 17 will af any rate prove disastes
Traditionad human velues such as freedom. (Though
This deesa's necessarily mean That most pesple will
Some day think They have losr Their Freedom. Probebly
they will simply redefine Phe word “freedom” 55 thar
Ut desceibes whaTever way of life They happon T be
leading, In fact, such a vedefinition of “Freedem"
has already Taken place.)
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& Traditional culriwe in which forced prostitation was an
accepted practice. Maybe examplesscoutd be $ound , bur
they cectainly would be the exception and mor the
vule. Forced marriage occurs, but it's probably less
Commen  than you think. Arranged macrieges ave, or
were, Very widespread in Traditional cultues, bur one
has T distinguish between arranged marciages and
forced  marriiges. An arranged marciage s carried
out undec the supervision and contrel of the Family,
s being - a matrer that affects the whale family and
noT just the progpective spowses. But 15 my under-
Standing  that the wishes of The prospective spouses
commonly are fakea info Cconsidecation and the,
wsually acc ner forced T macry if either of them
has a decided objection T the match ( Certaint,
Fhere are exceptions, suck as The Australian . custom
desceibed aboves) Furthemmane, spieited individuals may
oFTen Find ways of thwarring their Families’
infetions  with regard T macriages To Take an
<example from Elizabeth. Marshall Thomas’s beook
The Havmless Pesple , a Bushmes fell in love wirh
« heautifd gicl and acranged with hem parents
T wake her his wife. He took ker back & his
hut) bt she vefused T enter iT and slepr The
night oufside. In the morning she gor up and
walked  back To her pacents’ camp, and Hat: was
the end of the imarriage- Even ameyy The
Austealian  Aborigines o young Woman might avoid
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be servans T Them, and wome who resisted weee
beaten with clubs wntil they gave ins

My overall impression is thar men generally have
tended To have more authorit, Than women: In some
societies  all authority is in the hands of males —
theoretically. Bur  women have much moce power in
practice Than they do Iu Theory. For example,
Gontran de Pncins, Kablosna , states that among The
Eskime with whom he lived during the 1130's the
husband, supposedly, was the source of all
authority in The family — yer rhe wives alwaye
gor  their way anghow. According T Thomas and
Znaniecki s classic study of Polish peasant culture,
The Polish Peasanr in Eurcpe and Amecica; all
authority in that culture was Theoreticall, vesred
in the paterfamilias — the old man of The Family —
but In practice the women's influeace over The
men was Such Thar they had almosr equal power.

You write, “Ts' alloiuiphen’ akore Freedow o fiasr st
their own will would Seem To offer a

disestrous

consequence for my gendec wi.’ Bur 1 don't knew of
any seciety in which men have simply “acted our their
own will " on  women. As Faras T am
Their behavior foward women; in any Stable socret,,

hes always been restrained by social norms. (And

aware,

alse, 1 suspect, by some biological predisposition :
T doubr that women's

purely cultucal phenemensa.) For

influence over mea is «

insfance, as






OPS/t-k-ted-kaczynski-s-letter-correspondence-with-aug-11.png
TIK ta AVGUST WAMPTON 11/Ié/o1

horeifying s The practices of the Australian tribes
seem to us (and apparently also To many of The

women concerned), the rapes and beatings were not

cacried out ot the vandom will of the men bur oaly
in particular ciccumsrances prescribed by custom.

The siTuation of women wunder the Taliban in
Afghanistan 1 think wes an abervation of a
disordered and disrupted society:

You state thar "Female infanticide, gemtal mutilation,
Forced prostitution, forced marriage, and widespread
economic and legal disceimination are a facr of
life in  mosr of the world.”

There have been and no douwbr srill
cultures that practice female infanticide, bur I wowd|
be very sucprised iF i1 were a freguear and
accepted practice over most of The world. Excision
of the clitoris has beew practiced in some
cultures, and 17 still is in Seme parts of the
Middle East, bur it's my undecstanding that iT (s
nol  practiced over most of the Middle East, much

less over mest of The world.” I've never heard of

FT've vead thar older, traditionsl people where
clitovidectomy 15 practiced, of both sexes, Fail o under—
stand why  Westerners get 5o upset about 1t. Appacestly
Vt s the younger, Western=influenced pesple who raize
objections. 1 personally am vepelled by the idea of
clitoridectomy, but then, I'na. Westerner.
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pacticular individuals. Even asswming that the manifestc
is corcect in_every respect (which of course is open
to acqument), it only describes in broad Tterms
cectain gemecal trends in our society. To draw an
analogy, a docter might say Thet air pollation in
Cebnet | ira Dok i Bl mpbe faiticcausath of
respicatory problems, and e would be righr. Bur
1F you live in < ey with heauily polluted
aic and have respiratory problems, it doesa'r
necessavily Ffollow thet  your vespiratory problems
are enticely or even pactly caused by air
pollation.  For - example, you might Aave Tuberculosis,
which  probably would have nething To o with
ate pollation. You might have lung cancer or
emphysema, which could be caused solely by air
pellction, bur on the other hand you mighr have
a case of - asthma not  primarily caused by «r
pollution but only exacecbared by it Similach,
The societal problems described in The manifesto
are likely T be invelved in some way in he
personal problems of a given individuel, bur the
personal problems often will mot be simple and
Straight forward  conseguences of The Secietal ones.
Now let me addvess your conceen #1. This point

especially InTerests me because, s a male, 1
i Y o e

net be able T see the woman's point of view
very well) and, curiously, none of The other

women who have WwriTTen T me have raised These
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i5ues fo any great exTewn.

To me i1 looks as iF your conception of The
disedvanteges Faced by women in nen-modern societies is
vastly exaggecated. I wonder whetheo you've goTTea
lot  of yowe informaTion fram feminist propaganda. If
you vead the writings of cerTain anarchoprimiTivists
you'll get propaganda of the opposite kind i They will
tell you Thar before the advenr of civilization
everyone had " gender equality’ Information from
pecple  who have an ideclogical axe T grind
commonly s highly unveliable.

I'm net in a position T speak authoritatively about
women's voles in  nen-industriad societies, because
Tiue had mo oppertunitis Tai resesushiithe Ssubfacs
sysTematically. But 1 have read about many
diffecent  societies, and 1T seems clear thar few
valid generalizations aboul women's roles.  are
possible:  The distinguished anthropologist Carlton S.
Coon  stated in his book The Hunting Pecples That
amony The Bushmen of The Kalahari Desert men and
women  had equal  status, and This seems plausible
in light of whar I've cead abour those pecple. At
the ofher extreme, some of The Australien Tribes
had religious vituals in which women were subjected
to what we woud Gall gang vape, and some of

the women lived in Terror of these expericaces.

Moreover, in some Tribes, young women wece forced

o marry old men, primarily So. that they shoud
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point it ner clear that youw would be able T
do  me  much good with legel research, bur if yeu
would like o help me with other kinds of
vesearch 1 could cectainly Find plenty for you
do-

As to your letter of Augusr 2, 1 4
appeeciaTe  your kindness in sending me The books by
Aldous Huxley and E. Zamiatin, bu?, 7 be
pectectly honest, I've donaTed them o The
prisen library vather than veading them. I've
heard of Zamiatins We, and T read Huxleyts
Brave New World and Breve New World Revisited
iy |y cncaiaing By ot Tl R e o
interest in books that tell us how bad our
society is or how bad ir's going T be. I
assume  that I already

know enough chout Thet,
and T prefer To vead maTera That may have
some bearing on, or application To, The peoblem

of whar might be done T chenge The siTuation.

Regarding your offer T send me reading
mateciel, 17 would be glad
any of the

receive copies of
Spanish- language newspapers £1
Pais, La Jornada, or ABC,

probably availdble in

which are

Your area given the
number of Spanish-speaking pecple in California.
T need  Spanish-language reading matecia) so
that I won't lose my knowledge of Spanish
theough neglect: T imade That mistake with Germes)
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which I studied in school and once was <ble to
vead pretry  well: Bur through failure T wse the
language for thicty-odd years [ forger mosr of whar
T knew of iT; Though I've vecently been studying
German in en effort o velearn i

Now your lettec of April 6. (Tha?s more than
e S Lol T, ot ST yes tukien
so- long, T .answers) . The letten . makes. iT apparent
That you share +the commen assumption Thar I am
the author of The so-called “manifesto The
assumplion presumably is based on The fact Thar T
pled guilty T the Unabomb charges. So I have 7o
remind you That people Sometimes plead guilty
without being So simply because That may
vepresens  thein least undesirable alfecnative in

given legal  siTuation. Baf T will Say ne mece on

this. subject, since lawyers have advised me net

To discuss anything - affecting my legal position until
affec my legal processes have been concluded.

In your Apeil 6 letter you That  you and
yowr . hushand own_ a "' mice’ Would you
cave T explain. then why you appareatly live in
an  apartmenr, as The “¥M' in your refurn
addeess would indicate

In vesponse T The concerns .that you ask me
abour in your April 6 lerter, I'll begin by
pointing our Thar one showld be cauTiows about
applying  The manifests To The personel problems of
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AVGUST HAMPTON
4061 €. CASTRC VALLEY BLVD
CAsTRO VALLEY CA 94552

Dear Mrs. Hampton:

Ar long last I am
lerrees. T
to The
Rt

ready
SenT my petition For
Supreme Court on

o answer your
weiT of cecTioraci
Octeber 30. No sconer
my breath back from that effoct
than T discovered a pectineat case That led me

addendum T the petition. 1 pur the
addendum into The

Time

goTTen

t  weite am

mail - yesterday. Sa now iTls
for me To begin caTching wup on

neglected
correspondence.

Regarding your lerter of Seprember

17, by fhar
late for Alan
PEApELN I
rhink Dershowitz
help me anyway, because,

reasons, I've found out the hard
lawyer

date it would have been oo

DershowiTz o get involved in

certiorari peTition. Bur 1 doar
wodd have wanted T
among  other
way thaT no is willing To represeaT me.
invalidating my guilty plea
new teia) in which (the
wewld run @ very high risk
death penalty, and in the lega)
profession it appavently is regarded as secially
unacceptable to help a defendant risk the
death penalty.

In  your Sepfember 17
offered T help

IfF T Succeeded 1a
I woud have a
I yaiyiall DT
of the

lerzas yau alte

me with research. AT This






