very carefully in order to prevent
from falling off the cliff,” said Stanley
Roth, a former director of Asian af-
‘ fairs at the National Security Council.

“We were faced with a very unpleas-
_ant reality. This is a country that is at
least a regional superpower and could
be a global one, We cannot make

See CHINA, A11, Col. 1

1907 Conrad Novel

May Have Inspired

Unabomb Suspect

(.. BySergeF.Kovieski

Washington Post Staff Writer

" In Joseph Conrad’s novel “The Secret
Agent,” a brilliant but mad professor aban-
dons academia in disgust for the isolation of a
tiny room, his “hermitage.” There, clad in
ragged, soiled clothes, he fashions a bomb
used in an attempt to destroy an observatory
derisively referred to as “that idol of sci-
ence.”

Federal authorities believe Theodore J.

i, the former mathematics profes-

sor who loved Conrad’s works well enough
to read them about a dozen times, may have
drawn upon the 1907 novel. Even before
identifying Kaczynski as a suspect in the
Unabomber case, FBI agents noted the par-
allels between Conrad’s theme of science as
a false icon and the Unabomber’s targeting
of scientists and technological experts and
his condemnation of technology in letters to
news organizations.
" Investigators sent “The Secret Agent” and
other Conrad works to scholars last summer,
hopingforinsightsintothemindofakiller
who eluded them for 18 years.

With Kaczynski’s April arrest, the paral-
lels fell neatly into place. Kaczynski, a bril-
liant man who has been troubled most of his
life, fled academia for a hermit’s existence in
a Montana shanty, where, grossly unkempt,
he lived for a time off turnips he grew behind
his cabin. One of the anarchists in the novel
lived on a diet of raw carrots. Further, in his
letters, Kaczynski depicted technology as

Pedro Santa Cruz, once an accou
mqmmmMu
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1907 Novel May Have Influenced K

g ception of life.” To move that along, ited
s, veoa A1 the Professor “depends on death” = m
zynski, 54, used “Conrad” or “Kon- “The Professor’s indignation cr
rad” as an alias on at least three oc-  found in itself a final cause that ab-  soc
casions while staying at a hotel in  solved him from the sin of turning to  rea
Sacramento where he allegedly went  destruction as the agent of his ambi- men
to mail bombs. By coincidence, ref- tion,” Conrad wrote. preda
. erence books list Conrad’s birth-giv- The order to blow up the observa-  rate
nmucithetTeodoreJozef tory comes from a character named . the p1
or Jozef Teo-  Viadimir, an embassy head from an  tions p
Kmmh’- name is Theo- mamedaxmn'ywhoudmdmnfuld.
anmoomebehevesmﬂnt Vladimir :
d says.“Hedoeenothlowwhy.buthe-. Bobbye |
. believes it matters somehow.”. = report
- Vladimir says he would like to
. throw a bomb at mathematics; since - FOR MOR!
* that is impossib! le,hepickmob- %
o et servatory. He describes m asa
initials “FP,” or “Future of the Prole- ' byproduct of modern society. site on the
tariat,” in their leaflets. ! The Unabomber’s manifesto pos- - hép://www,

others in a total of seven bombings,
p with Conrad’s complete’ | pemstmm—n —
works in his family’s suburban Chi-

"l‘ed said he was read-
novels for about the
" said Washington at-
" torney Anthony P. Bisceglie, counsel
to Kaczynski’s brother and mother.
Although Kaczynski has been an
avid reader of fiction and nonfiction,
his absorption with Conrad and the
uncanny similarities between the
Montana recluse, the Unabomber’s
35, 000-word manifesto and charac-

abomalienationandlonehnessand

by
m-h"l'heSecretAgent,

born author created a

day.” The Professor, a brilliant but
deranged man who ‘walks around

-Conrad’s characters in plotting
bombings, he would not be the first
killer to find inspiration in literature

the Rye." John W. Hinckley Jr., who : “
shot President Ronald Reagan, was : # “..the Nevada
consumed by the film “Taxi Driver.” b ' . warehouse was

s § populatqd.and I
. 3polluted should s

Chv alienation and dehumanization



SUdppou maves ~-,
voted to constructing “the perfect

detonator,” supplies the device,
Describing a similar character, al-
so nicknamed the Professor, in his
short story “The Informer,” Conrad
wrote: “Explosives were his faith, his
hope, his weapon and his shield.”
If Kaczynski did indeed draw from

-Conrad’s characters in plotting

bombings, he would not be the first
killer: to find inspiration in literature
or film. Mark David Chapman, who
killed musician John Lennon, was ob-
sessed. with the novel “Catcher in

the written justifications the
Unabomber gave for his deeds. Int a
letter to the New York Times last
year; the Unabomber described
“FC” as an anarchist group and said
its 18-year bombing spree, which
left three dead and 23 others in-
jured, was designed “to promote in-
stability in industrial society and give

The Unabomber continued in that
vein in his manifesto, published in
The Washington Post in September
at the urging of federal authorities.
He said since it is impossible to sepa-
rate technology’s beneficial and de-
structive parts, it must be wiped out
and man must return to nature.

The main character in Conrad’s
best-known work, “Heart of Dark-
ness,” abandons European civiliza-
tion for the jungle of the Congo.

In “The Secret Agent,” Conrad’s’

characters deride science and tech-
nology. “At every stage, science,
psendoscience and technology are
perverted forms, false idols rather
than the real thing,” Frederick R.
Karl wrote in his introduction to the
Signet Classic 1983 edition.

The novel’s setting is London in
the 1890s when England was beset
by a wave of anarchist bombings, in-
cluding an attempted attack on the
Greenwich Observatory. That inci-
dent is at the novel’s center.

The bomb carrier, Stevie, a trou-
bled boy who blows himself up when
hetripaenroutetotheobservatory,
is viscerally protective of animals
throughout the story—strikingly
similar to the youthful Kaczynski as
described by his family.

The Professor is portrayed as a sol-
itary figure. On a rare walk through
thecity,helongsforhistinyroom,
which Conrad describes as “lost in the

of poor houses, the her-
mitage of the perfect anarchist.”

“T've the grit to work alone, quite
alone, absolutely alone,” says the Pro-
fessor, who abandoned chemistry be-
cause he felt unfairly treated by the
technical institute where he worked.

Kaczynski abandoned an assistant
gaghexqaﬁg g;gffessorshige:; the
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asserts, “What’s wanted is a clean
sweep and a clear start for a new con-
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