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Formerly Feral  Faun critiques FC's Industrial Society & Its Future as ideology 

Unfortunately. the response of american anarchists to the ·unabomber' 
(hen:aficr, fC 1 ) has n1ostl) been one nf l-nce-jerk disavowal 1crgmg on 
react1on!II}' h)'Stcrta It scenlS these anarch1Sts fear for their good 
rep11tauon b 1vl1tcl1 th� plan to convert the masses to anarchism So 
there bas not yet been an actunl critical response from an onarclust 
perspccti,•e lo FC' s tract lnd11strial ,x,ciety & tis l·uture. S,ncc FC 
cla,01 to be nnnrchtsls (dcl"m1ng this rn terms of favounng sclf
detenn,nation for mdtv1duals nnd small groups o, er the dorrunauon of 
large scale systems over our 11,·es) and have ,n, ol,·ed themselves 10 
doing somctlung (,vhnte1•er problems ,ve l1avc 1\lith thc,r tac11cs). this 
110n-response Js absurd lnd11s1nal S'oc1et)' & Its l"uture is an attempt 
to deal ,v1U1 some sign1ftcanl questions often ignored or dealt ,,·1th b) 
sloganccr,ng in the anarchist press FC" s statement has many faults, 
ofien ts shallo,1 and u1adequatc to the challenge it ,s attcmpung to 
meet This stems from a lack of thorough social anal) -sis, reliance on 
concepts ,, luch seem to come from pop p� choloro and adherence to 
fi,cd ideas (a fixod idea is a thought or idea that dommates the thinker. 
causing her to channel all thinking and an:tl)·s,s through that one idea, 
�g. for the rel1g1ous. god ts a fixed ,den. for the patriot_ the count!) ). fC 
correct!�· sees that the 1ndustnal tcchnolog,cal S)-Stem ,s a system of 
domination, but miss tl1e fact that ,t is an 1otcgral pan of a more 
complex social svstem ,,b,ch needs to be attacked m tts lotalit, But 

. . 

let's examine FC's theses 

LEFTISM: A EUROTIC 

RESPONSE TO A 
PSYCHOTIC SOCIETY ( FC' 
THESES 1-32) 

FC', true! strange!) begin.,, ,,1th se,etal 
ro8•" cnucnl of lcfi1sm Streiger ,1111 
1h1:-. cnuc1sm relies compl�h;I) on 
psychology (and that al a rnthc-r crude 
'p<>p' Joua) FC USC th,s us • busis, 
l�ter on, for o n1ore gcncrul dcscnplion 
of the pS)•chal"&} of people undc'f the 
mJustna ls �1·s1c1n 

FC see Jcll1sm •• ha, 1ng u 
J)S)Chologicul basis ,n "feelings ol 
tnfenonLy'" end -o\'lThOC1altsol1on" 
Moden, amcnC11n lctusm 1s oeruunl) 
bas,,xl 1n ,vh.,t Mox . timer called 

ragomuffirusm'' ond N1et7schc callod 
··resscnllmenf· Some rCC4!111 nnurchlst 
,vrittOQ,"1 hove n!fC,,ed to II as the 
"ideology of viotin11sm' To,, 1dc'Ol"8) 
d0t-s sr:t.-m to reflect und promote 
feehng11 of inferionty, hut FC.: :;oom, to 
he. unfamihur ,, ,ti, these tdcas ond 
odop1 u1.s1ood u methodolog) 
renun1sc,,n1 Qf p<,P p!l)Ch(llog,v 111 their 
cT1L1que f'ortul\lllcly lor l'C, lcfu,ts uro 
opporentl� so ol'm,d of an) sort of 
cnuc1sn1, lhllt they oould 011ly respond 
10 l'�C '?rt 1nudcquatc cnhc1s1n w11h 
hvstencul yo1nmcnng• 

F'C nre co11cct ,n SD)�ng that 1nosl 
amcr1can Je01sL"1 come from middle or 
upp<.'f-cla•s buckgrounds But I C miss 
,,·hat may be tl,c mOKI ,1grufican1 
u..,pccts ·of th1$ IJ\ tenus of the 
poychology of lefusm namely, thot 
many lef\1s1• behcw 1ha1 1.hey ure 
pnvilcgcd, thul they hnvo an exec,, ,,r 
social po1v<r, aud the)• feel guilty ab<lUI 
lh111 ln o \'Cf) chrtsh1tn1 rncss,an,o 
manner. they "gave th�1n..'tClve,11 lo 
!hose who - nocurd,ng to their ideology 
- hove rocc,,,xt the sl1on ..:hnn from 
wc,cty 'lnis gwlt and •eoulor 
chr1st1on1sl ocl1vtsm oxplo,n tlli: ten,., 
masoch,sm, s,,11-,aontie<: ond 
dognlllt1•m <1•u10 ,voll. Rc'10!!'1•••n1.1 1hc 
nlhg1<l!l1l of loll,,m, we cun ijCU lhlll 1t 
eon Ile cumJ1Ussioru110, ,noru lly bused 
£Dul ho,tde ull ot n11c,, JWI hkc 
ehnstluruty "h1ch 0t1n1pu•s1111u1lclv und 
,noJ'1llly 1n•utu1ed l"'t!f"''''· 

tnl[WSJlJon,. ,,nr,: d1lU genocide n@uin,l 
beruncs nnd non·bche\'c.Ts 

f(.... attcn1pl.s to 1nte1p1ct e\t.."l'Y O"'lpt:Cl 
of the ldt1st ·, hfe u1 u:nns ol a pop 
ps,cbolot!,) ,nfennnt} complex sc,crcl, 
,,eak= the urgumcnl l .cftLSlS, like 
neorl, C\'Cl'\·one cl -c in lb.ts soc tel\'. lead 

. . . 

\'el) oompurtmcnu.lised h,e., I tu,,.,, 
kn<>,m loll1sts ,,•hi\ soem lo hkc the 
blltes or ,vorJd bcnst mu_qac bccuusc 
thC)' 1mug1nc such music is u \\'8� 1�1 get 

'" touch .-,th the fc.:hnss or t>lack or 
tlurd ,,orld people Thus 10 the e,tenl 
thal lcfusm affects the an preferences of 
the leftist�1I does not seem 10 be 111 the 
<tircction of emhro 1ng. dcl'eal or 
urat1ooolisn1. but of ll')'U1� to sci m 
tOllCh ,, 1th· or.her cultures This as 
absurd and merely rcmfoN<'S the 
co1nmod11icauon of these cultures. bul 
11 J<,es not. ,n ,t.,.,11' 1nd1cate 1nfcn11nl) 
feeling.< 

Ceno,nly, lcll1s1.s spend fnr too much 
t1n>e uy,np. 10 prove lhc c�1uoht1 of 
opJ>rcssed I!fOUps unJ dcnmnd1ng Lhol 
11 l,c grantc-d b) the state, hut th.,, dues 
not ,o n1uch pro,c the 1nfcnunt) 
fc..,lin[l,S ,,f lcl\tst. OS their adhC'fl'nte 10 
n,\yms ''" outhonl\ II IS the left, ·t 
belief ,n o den1ocru11c ,oc,ol on.fer •• 
,,h,ch ,s to ••> o s1ru,:1un: of 
dtm'locrot1c m,1horl()1 - ,, h1ch CU\l'l\."S , 
them to cmbmoc ,iclin11s11c ,dNl•,g,y, 
nn 1doolog} 1vh1 h begs lhosc in po,,er 
lo grm,1 ·e,1uaIJ1y right. , 1u.,11cc . 
etc. Th,, procusc of coo<tanlly hcwns 
for ,vhllt one 1vBnls (p'1n1culorly ,,hen 
lltose wnnts hove been tnu1sfo111Ai 1n10 
tthstrncllon� which one can never see 
oce<,n1pl1�hed) inu\ wblv rnnk one • 

foci 1veak ond 1nC11pot>lc - •nd so 
u11i,rior l,cft1s1 ucuvtsts po,molo thts 
fonn of rod1cahsm ""'4u.•e 11 
guarunts1'S their rol� ,, 1th1n tl,e prcscnl 
,oc,nl slJ'Uclu.rcs When ,,omen, @Al•, 
blocks, CIC., •tart lllkll18 thc,r (Ives o, 
their own os individual,, 11 bnnt,l• tlk.'fTI 
u1to 001101c1 eq1111lly ,v,1h lefttst 
1doolugue,, and ,v,th S<>o1ct , pru 1sely 
hecou.,o they ure no longer b.gg/1,g and 
,,o no long<.'f not-d tl,o Jol\1s1, lo be� for 
lllc'ffi 

f'l'' Ct1noopt <>f "0\'el'SO.:IAIJHUUon" 

"'"'' pro,c, to be 1n11dc,1uu1� hc'IIOUse u 

depends uo J)S\'ChOl<>I!' ruthcr than an 
anali••s of the soc:101 role of the lef\Jsl 
Leftism ts o fom1 of l1bcr.1I democrullc I 

hwnan1s1 poliucs. -- that 1-s-, 11 1s part of 
the political �ys1<m lo \,htuh lhc rise of 
�p1tolism and the mdustnul S)·stc1n 
gu,'C birth.. So 11 l1 nu surpnsc thut 
lcfusts subscnbe to the "l1bt.'ft) . 
cqw,hty. frotc-rn1t\- ,,·tuch ore the 
,tubbolcths of ,uch pohhc• 13ut the 
totality of the ,, .. �ul S)'Slc'ffi 1s far more 
complex and uruhonol than FC. th111k 
Inc real , .. tuc,; of llus S)"Sletn. the ones 
for ,,h,ch 11 sacnficcs all othcra. can be 
"tummed up rothcr s1mphtitu:all) os 
folio"-' t. l) the e.,1,an.,1on of capltol: 
;2) eflic1en01 in producuon tJ) 
1ncrcasnl@ ,oc,ul control m lhc doily 
h,cs of 1nd,,odual• to guarantee the 
fir.;:t t,,-o (k,,-onJ these fundan,enu1ls 

• • 
tlte social S\'stcm 1-:; quite ,milionol and 

full of contrad,clious 111us. the ,, .. ;at 
!.lructurc 1s bulb unU�rnc.1�l unJ n,eL,t o� 
coch of UUs t1.."tldcnc1e, mu) under 
U1ffa-cnt CITCWllStonces better �TVC: the 
ttbove-tn1.-ntttt0ed , alut:) (and. of 
course, D5pecl!<. tJf c..trher social 
'tlruClllTCS du not dt�PJ1dlf O\'Cffll�I) 

llli.: s.:1n1e can he so,<l ubaut scXJsm I 

OTill-';iCX.IBffi. \.'llllence , non•'\'tUli."llCC. 

wttr I pcuce. etc l.eR.1-sts arc no man: or 
lc..'i ·n\·ersoci.ali1'-od" th.on 
conS\.n11t1v�. moderates ur mosl 
radicals Le01s1s bclic,·e that lho 
sopc,al svs1em can be rnuonahscd, 1hat 
1ts cootrad1ctt<M1S can l'>t! r"mo, ed 
",lhout destro)1ng the system as a 
,vhole So they Ir) to oon,,uoe the 
nulhonc1cs lll abolish sc�sn1. ractsm. 
vioh .. --nce. ,,ar - ,Y1lhoul realn,ing thnl. 
,v1th1n 1tus soc1ul system, these orc a 
necessaiy pan of lhe surne mcchan1asm 
,if control or \\ h1ch onh· extsm untl· 
racism, non-,,olenoo and peace arc a 
pon - the one s,de needs tho other, Just 
os tl,e nghl nccds the left und ,,oe 
\or,;8 

• 
I do not deov the neuroses of left, m as • 
uvidcnec<l an its g,ult, rn.osoohi:{m und 
morul stndcnc.) But ti ,vo \\ant to 
nwko an 1ntclhgent ntlBck on the so,:iol 
•ystcm - •• J'C." npJJOrcntl\ d,,.,,. - ,,c 
need to <levtlop onalv""' of liOOlUl) und 
tho !ell's mlc therein thu1 go for d""Jll,T 
than FC's pup p,vchol� 

FIXED IDEA #1 1 :  THE POWER 

PROCESS (FC'S THE E 3J. 
98) 

Inc fiNt m&JOr fixed 1Jca that 
dom1notes FC'. l11,1,11!,ht, 1• "th� pu•,er 
procos,� This idea """'"' lo fom U10 
hos1s of most uf F 's oNJl\'SI.,, und 
that', loo bad because ti'• a On,,ed 
idea •. pop psyohol"I!)' rc11un1 llC1ll of 
70'9 motlllgem,'111 Slnll"lll"" and self
hclp bo<iks FC d"'onhes the pu,,.,.. 
p1or,is ·•E,-cryono ncocls to tu,,.., goal, 
,,hose ntta1nmcn1 rcqutrcs elfort, and 
needs 10 luccced 10 Bltalnlnij Al loast 
,0010 of lhcso gools" Bui do I need 
sools'I No, I nocd or \Vnnt ,peo,ftc 
tJuns• Some olfotl 11 tnhon:ntlv 
1nvol,'t>d 1n gotnng these th1fll!S and, ,1f 
couno, I ,, II be hopp11:r ,f  I do gel 
Uicm ond ,r I cle1un11mu h11,, I gol !hum 
Bui h) lnnsform th,. nocd ftir actu.1 
thing, ,nio on ob,tra t need for B'"'' , 
ulTon ohd 01t111runtlf1I 1vhich ore simp111 
''""'" that can ho 11 cd 1,, d• nbe ho,, 
one e,ets whet one nwds. nnd then t,, 

base •n anal) ,,s of the pre.mt soc1ul 
s,•st1."f1l oo lh.1" abslr8c.t1on ,� absurd I 
have �oab s1mpl) bc'<8u,c I nO<:d "' 
\\liJlt s�ific I.rungs. hut I do not nett<I 
g�I... - w I no& nl!td u po,,cr 
prtlCe..,3" 

The "!"''''-" proccs,, ,, a psychhl,�1001 
model and. hke oil such model,. 
spr1n� from aud 1� onJ,, ti�ful ,,· 11.h1n a 
spcc1Iic :soc,ol conte,1 The 'ood1pus 
complex' ""' n model dc,olapcd ,n 
,; tonan Europe ,, bu:h ,, orkeJ ,, ell fl\r 
expla1runp. much of the ,e,ruol 

p!)'cholo!') of v�tonun Eur,,pe t,cr 
time II ha."I pn,1,ed les - and h.�!I, ti:.cful 
and 1" nowe used 1m1y b� dac�hard 
Frcud,ons It has no opph<:ab1lil) ro 
oncu,nt Rom&ns. Hop, lndum,,, Mbuu: 
p)gm,cs. meJ,e,-.J l.ngl1sh peasants. 
etc The ")>o'' '-'f procc. s.·· ds�wnm� 1n 
ho, uny apphcati,,n outside nf pt.>p 
psychol<'I!) ,,nuld ulso ha,.,, to hu 
uode�tooJ. 1n terms of a �-pec1lic 1ocial 

context l·l.: · s uttempt to uru,ersaJ1..se It 

,,tucli pro,1dcd lhcir basic need, ,s 
ubout one quart.er of the amount of umc 
spent b� the iJ\\.'lfOg.e flC.TUSUn ,n 
1ndust.rinl :,..oc1� ill \\orl. h\ othc:r 
"ords, pnn,11111' p,:oplc gol the 1hml!> 
� ,,on1cd ,,nh lcs, cffon than most 
of ll!'i expend to ser ,,1':wt ,,c ,....-ant 1n 
fOct since there "u' no tune �he.Jule 
"'h,ch the) luld 10 foUo,, to perfonn 
these 3Cll\1lJC,, SQ thOI c,,u)d he d,,nc 

\\ht..:ne'\� ant pleased 1e,ccpt m 
cm"'l!cne,c,l. 11 con be ar@'UOd lhast 
pruruu,·e ; 1C11e<i \\t:re lCl1� of 
total ·Je,,urc 11,·,th lhc rue of 
al!"culu.ue and ClllC> abatn IO UOO 
�ea"'n ago. the ne,, tc.:c-hr..-ilc.>g1.cal 
" sh:m doohlcd the ..mount .. r u= lhnl ' 

thlhe "ho t1s«l 1t had ro �pcud m 
IDC\:tmg thcv l>b1< oo:,J, und placed 
thIS acll,11.). on a ,tnc:l �sorwl tunc
sch,-dule - this could be con 1dcred the 
ong,n of ''°'" lnJus•n•l te<:bnol,'a' 
dm,110011, 111creascd both \lie al!l<\w>I nf 
,,ark u1m� anJ the ng1d1n ar 
chl.\iulm@ neoes:;al'\· fa \\CO,. most 

IF THE UNPSOMBER PREV,A!LS 

AND WE RETURN TO WILD NATURE .. .  

CAN I STILL KAVE MY CARPHO E? 

-

le11ds 10 a ,topp · untlmtand,n 
h»lo" ond onthroplol!} 

,\f people ,n otU' .:.t ll!'t\ fiod lhcm�1,� 

FC's unthrorol"S,l ,, ab.,ut ltl '""" 
bth1nd. the tulh."" FL :;cotn t,) as Wl-W 
that I n1T11t1w i"">ple ll<lC\Jod to "JX'Ol 
'llll':;t ,,f tht.,.,r umc a.ncl C!lCf'&\ "011sf, ll)Q. 
b1olog1cul n,�s It hu, b<ton 1m,111 ,,ell 
o.<tubltshcd 1hat c,cn 1n hui,.h 
on,1R'IOJmn1 -. the omo1.mt uf tttnc 
prunlli\'O p,.-x1ple ,pent Ill 8CII\ 11, ... 

¢�USu.-J h, 11Cll\1\lC5 n�ll ,,f thctr \l\\n 

1na.L.1ng. wt ,n ,,h•t l1tl!c kt im, tun,· 
tho\ ha'" tho\ nllen oh, • to , <lat• 
!lmlU@,h J)OSSl\'t' <'nt"'1KUUll<1\I Th1, 
problem 1:, ahe11<1t1,»1 �l' UT\' n�� 
00111pletol)' una,,f\N ,,t U,,,,: ,n '"'\Ul 

,ety 1""11''• J.., 11<>1 """'l\ tho,r 
b1l1log1ot1l nc-..'1, ,\l JfllNt)MO\ISI. , 
t>ut b) l\u1c11,,n1ns. 6 f"lr!.' ,,r on 
1mn1on.'<l . •101 mnchtno " 
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.\hcrwtk\11 a nt•t nlc!'ttl\ .:1 
P,.""\ i..h<ilo�c:nl publt.m l U\1,,'tl tJ� nm,I 
ah<nato..i ('l.""1-'f'le an.· the.: 1n,•,l .t.dJu,,oo 
o lht.'"lr ltl."IW11t',n :\lumull m J.)a th'°' 

rc.sl1t\ , " 1al � �,.c:n1 1r1 ,, h1ch tlUf 
il-W th .. U 1h :s anJ our 1ntt..Y1Si;ttn1l-. 

1n: ll t)lD" l\\TI h) cn,.'ttC' b ,,c cht• � 
hut llll'-\: t.."1!11 nllldc 1 u.. 1n ,w:h a 
�, th:ll , "' 1'-c llllC the: r ["!('rt\ ol 
i..:;ti..-n he ,, a, " nl fultlll1n� •ut 01..-,>d 
nd.. 1\ n1, '"'--cumc ,:n ..-., luted and 

nJ1n.'ll:L It 1..: uhl. l u.i)dhl.� machtnc -
:,,J'\ un1a1I ,,.int lt-.J... 

,<.....,., thu� t,, g-t' c nh.: 
� :n: ., J u i.:ru put-he 
1n:-;11 ,, u1.:h ha, h..."CI irnc m 4hcr 

� 11 - , pl.1C1: ,, hclc I ,J 

\::: f!h h ur,;. nm-.!: J)F n1, J\\"'"l 

l\.i lf h�hc, pl. ,1hmi.!., ul -
m..,b< r-,.,.., lf " .:JJt� 

'L.'f'\llll_l. I ",J I 

Ims;!CJ 1t1Jni,:. 1n lr nl ,r 
"" rn.>=»1� 1:'"ll mwtl r. that 

thin� m.: I J not J.:1 these 

O.'t'f'tl'I a t11.ll1. 1!,1-: Ult\ \."S \\ }k\ 

fl\t\ii.k the l\.lnd., r, ..... n..�carcb 

lf tl(II\ tl \\ CTf.• 1hat stOll\)C hul '>\,:I��· 
I rn.11 11.� l ,I �urr,�il1C ui.:ll\ll\ ll• l1Clfl .. 
tt:\\ �'J'le rm:"·t lhetr p,,�>tl,pi;ul 
nt)..J" , · ·1� 1, ,n mt1.111.,l port n1 Uk· 
,,'ICUIJ ...;\ lClll Wllkf \\hlcll \\C h\� l:lJl 

1Jt"i.'"h1U.;11I .1.n<l prccuwl 1uc..,I I r the 
mau1tt •• .oruincc ui1d ��p.JJ\.:Jlm ,( that 
�1111 -.. .tern Jt I'- th1< el,al l\1 ,\hlcll 
ctt.."'t\cc L'i hl1ndl\ oba..-d,�1 and for lhc 

·.ul .... , .. ton. �dl1,::C � nl1t a �w�tc -
JcL1,11 001 .i th.'OC.'>"WlJ"\ }n1pooen1 ti.,r 
1L, W'\1\a] �b,at,:,,:r p:-..}t:h-.t\cl��i.l 
lult11tn-...111 s\:u .. "111.X rn.o , f'O•\idt.· 1,, JI::,. 
l"lll�UHlllCf".., 1, Imp), l1J..i: lht

l,o\,ho:� "'" I th< bnlx· "'""'�"' !O 
nu. c �,pie \\ll1If1£. Jn �e the Jk'Cd,.; 
tl ·u..;1er, in th1. ,,a, 

l AlJ.'f A, l ,,,ll ,ho,, I'<.. cull f,,r 
111.st st.lCh ...ell·\llcnfii.....: ,ho\\ tng tl\at 
the pt,,,er pn�,.. l\.tl� noth1nf!, to Jo 
\\llh ,11al1ng one 'S 1,1c ne: 3 i)\\n, but 
,, n Ii cJ ,de.a hl be ,�n-ed 

FC' OE CRI PTIO OF 

JNDU TRI AL-
TECH OLOGIC.\L OCIET\ 
( FC' THE E 99-160) 

ha,,n� hnd the en;unU,\l'lfJ... \\lc..,th Litt: 
t,,..i ,J ... "' lhc l'<'''er r== fl 
"°'' pn.-st--nl lhe1r atltll,·,is (more u 
Jo-. npuool <>I 1ndu,tnel 
lct:g}u\, J\¥1dl )CJl.1\ },( 1nln�U\oC 
UU.s Jlart ol Ull.*tr 1....;�) ,,1th lio\'c 
lJl'11li,; ipl� ol hlstu, '\-.; \\ 1th ruo,t 
raWi;:.111 for ,,,horn hrstur) ,� a ccnt!tll 
.,.,rnxr, Ul<.'\ retiam trnm dclilllllll I! I 

tmd 1h< ft,e pnn ,pk> I<> b: u,.cles. 
ab-.tnh.tton� lh1...*\ an= 4.'l.lllGCtTIL.-d ,�1th 

Ull1c..kqunle und 1.U'll:On, 1rte1og. 1n many 
''"'� ,\nJ 11 lc-nch Fl to pn,posc o 
rc,l•luuunu') strot� tht.tt 1s self· 
iocnlictal and. l�ore abstu'd 

FC's FIXED I DEA 112: THE 
RE\ OLLTIO AGAINST THE 
I DU TRIAL-TECHNO-

LOGICAL \' TEJl.1 (FC'S 

THESE 161 -232) 

I or,rnsc nol on!, u,Ju.s1rtal lcchnol"I!) 
but tt..l<C.hnol ,u,d c1,1l1.)11bon II\ thctr 
!otalll,. ,,b, do 1 coll f'("s 
re,;o)ut1on O@.Otru;:t mdustnnl 

1.'Clmoh •) u Ii ·cd idea S...,u,e my 
oppos1uun ll'l c1,1h . .';.JUon u. ba:i1..-d on a 
�u11on llw.t c:1,rih�lton a:"J J. :-.� ,;.tern 
ol ".) 1ul relat1c..ln.'ilup..,_ mu.k� m� l1fc 
t,nd, m\ u;cl1\'1l1cs ah�1 to me, '\O that 
th!'\ are noL m\ u\,n. but a.n:. me\l& tnto 
,,b1c.h I am lo lf\lJ to fil I t\oulJ never 
\\ ilhngl) sacnlice m,sclf tor lhc 

ns 
hll't' � u.,i rt tl1.:-. l.! , c m.: an, -

CJ tn - u u.. 1 the."' ire m, crahl 
t.-dk'lU.<i: liJ -l 1 thctn l, lht:Se a 

makes 

system of social 
and my 

Civi l isation as 

relationships my life 
l. ""'-.T\ c n ('IU1pl, ,� x ffl( IO(.."\ 

1,,,"I"'\ \: IC purpok! iJ tfx hi.: , lt 

�'fJl'Jr"J ion le ,,ti1ch &, � tJ.:-.k., 
nJ the.."'\ �'T\1,: Ux plU"J'II'.� of the 

·i.al , tun sn t1Ult'7 ,,,,n.l'li lh1..-1. 
:n P'lll"""" li<n h me \\ n.t I g;:t 

�'II" ,,rig up ,.. much f m, Ide k, 
:.(..-r'\ an .,11l11 .. "D U: • 1s n>f,nc."l ,o after 
" ha C f\1 J:.t lUt tl the ht'f'S \I.Ith 

ilk..· 111QOf."\ I �'"" fn.)JD \\ orkJng ro gc.1 
,_,d cl<•thl!ll! and plco.,ure •= I 

\\Wll -· ,1� 11 t." as o.,mpuJ)l11'\ a.). a 
"" lh, ,;hopr,tljl. lun,, hould ul>o be 

.:.,onlcd a• \\orl, wn., - and l 0111>, pa) 
rmt tt, a Jand-t,,ni or rnor1@Sage ,._, a 
hanl fJ,,r wJ•er In fact " 1th lhe 

activities al ien to me, so that they are 

not my own, but are molds into which 

I am to try to fit. I try to destroy the 

system for myself as a way of taking 

back my l ife. 

CXceplH.1f\ 1lf B fel\ \\hn refU5'.:, �l 
f'C<'l'I• "'""'lice ITIO$t ,,r lhru u,.:s to 
""' •IJT\J\al and a '"'' pl.,t,c tnnkelli 
I !ere then: •• a iµ,el, an ellorf ,1 the 
mo<l h<,mnJ. ,us -"'" and !he 
•nauun011 of b,u,c neccssrtie> - bw 
then: l5 no J1fi: n ow..: lbat b m, ,w.n 
lbe t.ecl11>0l"!l,eal � tern .. an a,;enual 
port ol thi> al1ena u bu no< the 
tutoh1, A cc,mplox """'" "'stem 
"""'PO"'lll'l! ,.,,n, technolc>g) capital 

;,11th Til11 hioo�, (1ochk:ilng rdtg:JOP) 
•nd >O ,,a "" ,,f ,,h,ch an: � 
"11<11" toed. !Jus IS ,. hal turru our 11\'eS 
:nr 1ne, c rnotaoes far 1en· And 11 
ruu..-._, a11acleJ m its 101al1n � those
t us \\-J .. , ""'nt to la\;e t,a our It,� 

rn\er pr�s ..ecm.s to me Lo 
ha•< a fflQlgTO palilCIJc '""' of the 
\\ ,rkl Ii u i;.,,nstant tnngB,lc for 

un1,a) n,,, ma, ,,ell 1i>wca!c the 
mc.,gn- >illll" �"'"I conlcxt fr,,m 
ufucn 11 pnnf. - fur the , ...... "DJ till 
cen,unl, 1s 1Jw1 lilll uch meag, .,_ 
"111 ne-.er g,:t u out ol tho 1ocs., lbat 
\\ ill laJ.:� � >IS<>lll,! and 11,·cl\ 
soroeth1ng so ccram ol tl5 abund.,nce 
tlial II ho no fear cf squ.s,idei ,ng. 
'Swncr "f'C'll,.s of soJch a thing c.,lh.ll$l 1t 
one • "''TI 1n1@ht the mi¢,l of ,,.h,ch 
•me ma� one l"i hlC one , o"n and �J 

CCJUIL--,.: c,, ha,e an c"CC"S..'t L>f (1e - and 1l 
•• t!us. m1 hle a: ,m """· '1lld nui ·th,, . . 
fr.x&,m tu g,, llTToujlh the pew.er 
pr lha1 I """' 

I <. • 1elwnce '"' lheir lixod ,dca the 
f.M>\.\t:f P,•JCA..�S ffid� (or '"t:f) JX>OI' -

,,oJ 1n nt\ ,,pm,,rn dont,tc:1001 •• SAx.:181 
..... 1,,1, I ha,c •lreu<h p<11ot.ed ,,ut th<: 
fullu 1es th1, ti.. ,...u...,J 111 I C • 
IJJIJc:r•tand•"!' ,,f prU111t1\c soc,cc.,. 
.and lfle ll"fU1:Sl.r11�,n tJ( OC(C'.'S!illld ll1 
11id1I>lrl.ill )( .. act1 kut l·C ta e the,,; 
!nlia<.11,, lunhc:r .... C 11 lco,e .,,Jc uch 
m100< tlhourdltu:• a• FC , •ltnhu!J,m .,( 

a Loci <>f ,nteia• •n ha,1111! c:htldl�•• lo •  

J, n.puon ,,J II>< I""""' proce,., Jhc: 
Jonte< ,,{ �C S """ ,,f the p<Mer 

Jlf• . •• 8 ba,1 fot ·w """'' l 
l,«:cn1.c:1 C'-'Jden1 "hen tt lS (l.pt\Jt.e<f to 
�i.e:fK,,c J .,, f-(. .tK:,JCllC.C Ill t"!Jt!lllttl//y if 

un,�tc u-...'11,it) �1c."11tJslt ¢. 
,,,,,�,..J ,n order to ,;r, thsouid, !I><: 
f•MCf pr< and l<JellC<' IJ 
I ,'fl ,phi,.,.,,. 1uldc,,J J 

,l>OJ,a,1 ,,,,/, lo Ilic p1y,/111/QJt,1,ul 

.....,.J; ,I the r,c:c"ll!J aud of l)u, 
;i, ,.,,.,,,.._..,\ offu;tal, •nd 

w1un:.. i.11 lc:-a l nr iodustn:81 t.ccltnoJog, 
'"'"" though Ibey ck111't make lhe 
con0tx::t1on to the .social S\-'Stem as a ' 
11h<>le), }et lhe) are ,;o !hated ,.,, their 
pop 1""1 chol<,gy coooept of the "°""' 
proces< that Ibey dt.el<'P tunnel ,,.,on 
and 1D1i..11weL C"\'eryth1ng through llus 
fault\ idea So lb.:r; end up lac a 
clear ,rru,lys15 ol 5001<1'.} 11us fll<AUOO 
1,n the J)M'er p!OCC';> causes FC to 
dr,cnhc rhmes •• un1,=l problem. 
-.Jnch ""' <IOI) problems 1111fun llus 
Jlf'csenl ;oc:18) COUle><l br<:a11,e of !he 
necesR') coo!l'8dicttODS of llu, SOCICI) 
Thus. ·uanse,ruaJ,I\ among. Amatcan 
Indian 1nbes- ,-a, oo problem. bec;,use 
<he tnbc,, ID "boch It occu,ed acccp!<>d 
11 1111bow '"""'"' If f'C """' 11, <1ud) 
•tm.1al anthropolog) thl..') ,,ould 
,1,,00\e,' thot ITtaJ!} ""'1J81 pn!CIICS< 
••htch an, OO!lS1daed P""'Cl1.Cd by our 
"°"""' are rni,1ct1oc:d b) mai,ny 
prumu, • p,ople ,.llhout lhe ,t1(l1118 of 
penei,ion and .o "'"'" no problem 
Such ac11,1ues t ecome problcmauc m 
lrus SOC!Cl) bcc:•use �hi) '-" lllOsl 
U.'ie(ul to II "1,en reprc,;,al •nd 
promou,J at the <ame ume -
tnulsfornune 11 ,nu, a l:tanl-�t 
commod•I} and 111to an 1doo11t, Thu, • 
!he prr,1>Jenoat1t rw1urc of ""'1llll1t) 
.«:ms 001 freon a dt,,rupuon of 
the ·P""'"' pro<:<.-.," "' l•C would ha,e 
11, but liom ,,. commodtficatJOO Such 
><:para!IOII of se>rual1t} from hie ,, 
rarely • problem ,n pnm,11,e cul1U1e> 

f(.' def111t frll<:d•IID- as "the 
opportun1IJ' 1,, go through the J'O"'Cf 

J><°"""" - Jlx; 0/ll) fr=om I coos1d..'f 
IO "OWi pursuing II UIIII Ill). �(c he 
dl)c .,..,, �1 dctennlll<: lhot mv 
U11eta•'UODS be my own u, coealc, that 
m; t<:lf'.enJ<J\'menl be eenual to how I 
Joie my life I C  may II) to claim !Ml 
th11 , •. ·� hnt 11,c ·pov,er pr, ...... � ... but 
their own lL\C c,f the Le1111 pro1i1..'":I 

oU......1 oe It •• • fi,ic() idea thr<iu(d1 
-.h1ch to 1nte1p,ct the ,.,,rid IJlld 
,, luch ,...., •hould ""i.nlic:c '""°""II 
J'he 11.">lR: ror .. ,,� ........ lllltllffl c'11d 
,df,et1J0)1D<11I ,..,,11 """"' me to light 
far ,n; �JC und P''"''bl} �CJ'I h1 
..,...,,rice "'"'"' t/11nx,. but I will 
.a, 11Jic,- th.em ID nry,, If and ,, 111 n�v�, 
u.nfice m),df Hut adltcr,..-«:c: lo a 
li>.cd ldeo 1,uch • the !""'"' 
Pf"""'" J mo•es inc ID li[d11 '"' th< 
C AIJSf· �> cn(ioc ,,,,,srlf w th<: 

\'BSI S<ICUll trends and e.,prcss Onl) lhc 
most banul �cncral1bes about th""c 

trends The w!J po,,uvbe 1h111g I ha,c 
Id "") "'1 II I> !hat ID<.-v \\ouJd lco.d -
anyuru, "ho dcsm,, tndt'1dual self-
<ktmrunation to coru:l)'Ude that they 
must) destroy >Ociety iucU: BUI FC USC 
11,,>;e · prw:1pleo·· a, doginu• nJ· "hich 
�· intcrr•et 1nd11<1rtJ1I SOCIO!\ 

onetheles,. tlus ,s rhc best se,;oon �f 
FC"s essay Thctr descnpllons of tlu., 
'°""'" are often accurate. !hough !heir 
mtelptelllltull.5 are fcrquenll} •ballo\l. 
and pwrly thopught ,,w hccausc of 
their dependcn,.;e <>It li,ed ideas ond 
� 

FC right!> rccognillC that the indu.1nal
techn logical system 1 11<� compoublc 
"'th <elf-d.:tenrunutton, 1'1a1 11 mu.1. 
out of tnhtrem 111:CCO•J� regulasll: 
p<ople'• Ind! and tha•t u., le,el of 
regulailOO must 111cn:a.<e as the ,,stem 
txp11ads bi,i1 FC du noc r"""f!111.;, the• 
tlus JS uuc odf the ,, slL'ffi as an 
mlCJ!llllcd \\lv1le -- mcludone ,,. 
pobl1cal. cul111ral and 1dOOIUf!.ICl!I 
1...Ututklrul Th.: 1,·ho/� 1s b..')ond 
refonn and ""·olt •1!11111.,t the totahl) ,., 
ncc•:•Sl!J') - \\luch nu:an, 1has1 allacks 
•f!llutsl ilJl} P"l1 of the liOCUll >;·stern 
can be ,,ort1t-.h1lc •• long •• lhcy ""' 
aurn:d •• i,kuig back <>n• , ltfe In lhc 
same he,bt. JU.>1 •• · @OOd and hod 
port of tecl111<>IOg} .:aruiot be ..,..,, atcd. 
neither can @ood. and hod parts or 

c1vih�uon u ,;  1,4-hole 

Thruughou1 this """''""· l'C dcscnhc 
many hr.iorl>le 4"J>l>'li or poten11ala of 
rndu,tnal ll:clutolog> but pro,·tdes no 
""'""' •a•I}•••. no r.wg,,111on that 
tho,e I> an ent11e S<>e1al COl'ltcxl ,llftwh 
cr""\ef thLS icchnology c me ,s left 10 
"onder <>I l·C !hint. "'°1111 <Otlle•I h.as 
•DY 01gn11i"8noc �"'•I lunes. th.CO)' 
briJII! up their bel1efin the 1.1mc11c ba,t, 
uf hwnan beha,,our •• 1f it -.ere proven 
lact SLf>I"'" Ja> <,uuld ha• cfl'ecu,cly 
•rgucd thal 1.b,, •• .n unpr,,w...,, 
hyp,4et11 '"'htth doc not c,pla,n 
hwnoo "'-"'""''°' ,er, ,-ell In nay 
c.,,e 1 v.under 1f l·C. 1 reltancc <111 
psycl,ol,,gical !'11<,dcl m,�hl mol otcrn 
IJt.Hn lffi:u adh&:-r1."flCe t,1 genc:t1u1sm It 
c.erta1nly tmr,,,cn tu. .. l·C'• ar(<Wlk.-nl 
I� c.JWilAJl Ol<ffll to lf!II'"" the "'"'"1 
•Y)•l<lll ,,t which u,i;tuwlr,g) •• un 
1ntegral f)llf1 ,nakmv their arirun,cnt 

deslJUClk>n of ci,1l1,au01, Rather I It\' -
10 deslr<'J lh1s system for ,,rvself os e 
,,a, of 111kmg b.'l<:I. m, ltle I or l'C. 

the de,,uucuoo of !U,c rndustnolJ 
S"\-·tem 1nw,1. be the 
,.,,.,Jut,onen"" ONL '( goal no 
other gool can be all,,,.,,d to 
oomp.u \\ llh that one 

So I am to be """"°d lo th<, !!'"''' of 
destrO)ing mdu.s1nasl tcchnol�· 
[ID"1on� • 1.<=I for "hicb ,,ne ,s 
,.iJlrng to sacnJice onc"Self chan(!llS rhe 
Mlurc of th< battle ago1as1 lhc ,ociasl 
s�slt.m F'C · s strategle< aside from 
bcmg rrequentl) absurd. are alS<> 
slrtll<.�"' on an ,mmen.sc ...,1e ()ne 
,lmost geL< the 1mpre<s1011 Iha! FC 
l.."q-CCI CU c.t',O\.CM a Jttrge nwnber of 
people "' lh<.1r cau.«: "It<, ,,,11 th"" be 
1•1lhng to pantcipate 111 • unilial 
rL"Olution Sltllle rl' male 
e<,rnpans<m.'l IO tht f,cn,;h and Russum 
rcvoluuon:,. tt ",Ct,'fflS Lhu1 thLS. 1:, thi.!tt 

model lor re, ,,lut1on. ,uffic1cilllv 
mocl1fie,J f<,r U>C against 1odu.,tn•I 
tccl,nol"I!) But both or these 
n:,·oluuons nci.ual mo\ed 10 I.he 
,,ppo,,tc ilirect11,n lo lhst ,,h,ch re 
.all• ror f111ch meated moclcm sllltes 
,,J,ich m.de 1ron,1tlon w an ,ndu•lr!lll 
,v,u.m ca>JCf I "ould argue that a 
wulied revoluti 1,m of the sort lor which 
1 ·c; call can mo•t loo:ly onl• lead to the 
creahon ,,f o wufied ,y,tcm, not to the 
Je:<lruct1on of one If the goal l!I 

1nd,11duul ,clf-dctcnninut1on. then the 
<UUgg1c mun ston from the 1nd1vidual 
l<ho un1led only •• one choooes wtth 
whom one fiJ!ht• 
·n,osc, ,�h,, have a caw;e with ,,hu,h IO 

figh1 rather then fighuil!l for !hem.selves 
-..nl convert! So re recomm.."llll • 
mClhod of propugandJsrng which 
ln\lOIVCl< mvcnt1ne an 1dcoloe,y of 
Wtld Nature w lndus1rtasl 

tc:clmol<>g) Thi• man1pullll1ve slrfllegy 
hi,rdly see111 ""'1dU<,1ve w prt)rnQl111g 
1nd1 vtdlllll (m •maU group) outon1J111> 
rC' 1 atrutcr;)' """'°" u, promole • large 
g,uuop dynamic """" • lcw would lead 
und most o.ould lollo,,. If th,, dtd not 
"""'11 mostlJ hkc FC', funta') I would 
lind llu, pert of l·C • ,dee, dett•lllble 
l!ul FC ore c,q,ltc1l rthc dt:,lnk:t1on of 
thi: ,ndu,iru,I ,,-11e1n mu.>l be 1/,c lop 
priori/}' l·or tlu• we ,IIOUld be w1lhns 
to ""PP"" dic!utor,h,I" 1f llwt will 

destabhsc the: 1ndustru1l \l stem -
support osreen1•'flt, ltke NAFTA und 
GA TI 1f lhcy can mnske the s,stcm 
tophco,) 1nJ �1 en�1er lo pu:,;h ,..,, 1,.i.r. 
and ha"• lad, and lou<l, or ch1h!rcn 
because chlldrt..'11 of revolut1onanes 
supposed!, become reV<>luuoru,no,.-. (al 
lea�, aC(..'<>rdm.g t('I the i:;t..-net1c tbt..-unes 
to ,1h1ch �L' uppm.'Tlll\' subsonbcl Fur 
1-"C tht..-N ts. no :S<'IC1al tontc�l II\ \\'htch 
these lb1ngs anse W'li.l Cor ,,·h,oh th,, 

ur - cap11ah,111 1echnoloir., 1110 
s1'te, the fllJJUI) - all arc no!hont! tor 
fl 1>111, 1ndu,,-u,ul lL'CMOIQ@' tlfld t!s 
dcslnk:Utm m&ll£J 

FC muke ao 1mportnn! poml ,,hm lh,., 
tell u... that pnm1t1,1: po,p1e ru 
tlkli\.•1d11alJ 1,.\cre actunll, much bettt..'T 
able l<l take can: ol them!\Cl,,es Uliln 
l.lldll$tnlllt.'ied peoille ,,ho ha"\-c nlk>,,·cJ 
themscl,·\K lo becom-.: uepenJcnt on n.n 
immense ,ooull "'""°' st.t?Jn 111e 
�,gmJicance ,,f th1:i for mt! 1� that ,1 
mean:,; thnt� 10 a much gJ'\,t..�ler c,._1r:n1 
than ,te can l,.no\\. thctr li\·es ,,en: lht.!lr 
o"'n But "' 11 onl\ u,Justnul 
lcchno!og, lln11 ends !hts o,,nness1 I 
haw aln:adi pointed out thot hun1,..--
1,11thcrers �ppar<'ttll) pur:.ucd Ilic 
OCUVJti.h Oecti�'Wlry f(tf :,;W"\1\lll \\.lUl1,1Ul 

\}C.nnpulsion. e."Ccepl tn c.:mcrp.e:th:-, 
situation · >eg droughts sc,vrc -s1ormi1, 
dolll!,' lh<m ,,hen 111") felt hkc ll -
more for the J<>l of ll then 011! of neeJ. 
[ndiVtduu1� '"'l.!liC consumtl_) Jigunng 
,,11�'S of makmg these act1,iucs ea�1cr 
and more enJovablc but 011.:)e \\&\.'i 
,\·e11e � 1mmen::1c s,�tcm:t. bw merel\ 
tools and methods that 1nd1VJdWlls 
could ,nake and use tor O>C111,elw, 
lbe 1isc of ngnculturc(n<>l t<i be 
mistaken for small-scale i,,.ardc'Ttoas) 
\\'OS the tntnC1'.iuct1on t1f a tcchnologicu.l 
S)�tem. It created a oompulso" 
seasonal scbt..Jule for the production ur 
rood. But agriculture dtd not nsc 1n a 
\'Bcuum. Archaeol1)S.1cul e,1deacc 
111d1cates that agncullUtc <te-'Clupo,d 1n 
conjunction \vtth the rise of enrl� cttu:s 
C1t1es ma� 1n t'Bct. he,,e oornc fll'St 
Ibae can be no doubl thal n conc..i,t of 
eM:lu.it�e (pn,'8.IC or conununnl) 
propetty mu,t ha,·e e<>111c1deJ ,, ith 1he 
dc,el"PfTl"llt or agncul1ure lbcre •• 
also 1.-:.vi.Jence of a ccmnect1on be1,vet...'1\ 
religion and 8J.UlCUIIUfl: fhe carlv CIUCS 

ulready l!i"c "'idi.111:e of ,tructur«I 
luer.m:lue, and e "J)llCial1scd ,,�mar 
clas., ,vluclt Cl!JI n@hllv be called a ,1a1c 
and 11.1 amt} In other "'°'"'· the 
t<:chn<1logical ��1em o( Jgnculturc 
� as ptsrt of an Jntegrot� soc1U I 
sysicm - "'·hnsl ,,c cAII Cl\ih�uou 
-nu, •Y•t<n•. 1n ,ts !Q!iluny and lfln,u['lt 
all of 115 · 11SU<!tW•"" (tcchnol� lhc 
,iati: c:convmy rcl1g..u>n. the fiun1l) 
,,or!... el!Clus,,., � /, tool. the 
Ii••.,; of md1,idW1I• fr<>m them und 
made th<.-se 1,,..,,. rhc proper!\ .,r ,oc,ct) 
John IA'fZIJ/l ha, pres61llcd CVJdencc l!l 
a nwnb<.-r Qf ho, -.ntings lhu! !hos 
ohenast,on 1x.,.... v.ell b<:lorc the ""' of 
ci,ohsat1on but this ')•tc:n, of socwl 
ro!Jlt1onsh1f" colled c1'1l1s11lion 
ch••'l.lcd l,fc q1111htahvely ,n ,vays t1111, 
mad• alicnotum • Cc'Tllnil dcfininJ! 
qiwhty of hfo 1lu: ful81ism unJ 
religiosity that are so muclt u part of 
11gncu.lt.ural S<>eit.1.lt.:s can bl: �'fl 9!i an 
expression of this aliennlu,,n Pe.asuot� 
feel more •• Ibo� thtn happen to 
them than that they do things. 
Industrial technology cert.om!} maJe u 
furtlu..,. q11111itall>e change ,n the n:flurc 
uf ahenati,., Til<rugh f•1""'" ore 
forc,:d lo comp!) wilb a IJJllc schedule 
raU1t.-r than dorng tlungs ,n lhcu- o,vn 
toro<, they ,tul (10 l'"'"'""t c'Ultures. no\ 
in OJ!11bustnuss) arc directly produc,bn 
the ti' food In  1ndu.,111al KOCi<:ty. the 
ac11vi110, 111«1 wluch one •• forced 1n 
order I.O earn ,UtvJwl ore oot c.ven 
directly relalc<l to one • 8UfV)\1il new• 
1n any ,•ay They hll•• beoomc 
cornplexcly 01101 llu, oru;e 8l!Jl1n. llu: 
wo;hnology •• uni} ptul ol un en11re 
COJ11plc-x mlogreted ""'""' system. all 
of whic/1 �OU togetlu.-r u, guuron1ee th/It 
-.e <llln only f!iltn our ,U1V1,11l by 8'""1! 
lip our l1v .. to rhe rc')Yoducl1on ol U10 
.soctUI 1)'51""/ll lltorie .. r u• who "'•nt 
our IJve,, b•ck 11.nttol limit outllCl\c co 
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FC·s .. onl) soasr·. We hove much 
tn.<)fC to d�trov thnn lhe industrwl 
j} stl."11\ - \\'C ha,·� the whole 
c1vil.J,at1on lo hri118 do\.\'Il and \Vlll 
attack tt on usll fronts; I.he state und its 
pro\Cctors (e<>ps, the milita11·. 
bureaucrats . ); c..�onomy (capitalism. 
\ ·ork, property rights asnd '-<l on). 
tcchnoloS)', rel igios,, cducauoo. the 
fi1mily. ideology ..•. And ,,o won·t do 
thi!- as a cousc, but �elfish))·, hecause 
,vc \'t-anl our live· beck. I wanL to 
dett1111ine n1y o,,'Tl life. create my O\\'I\ 
octi,i-ues end interactions tor m)' own 
cnJ}mcnl , o any .. n.,-volution" that 
de11.a11d:-. that I sacnficc m,self for its 
cause , ... &!' much m} enemy as the 
.:iociul s,·�tetn \vhich demands Q)\? same • 

of me ( )nl, a rc\olution ,, b.Jch attack� 
ocu:l)' 1n a ,,·a}' lhat allows 

u1d1,idutt:--ls to tak� bac� their li\'es 
anlcrcst_ n1e, and such a re, olution 
,, ould SfO''' out of the re, olts of 
i.ndi,1dlwls ag&1nsl tht:ir O\\ll 
alienali<>n, nnt from u mass proe,rumme. 

FC' hatred of the technological s)·stcm 
ho5 m)' � mputh) and a@Jeet11ent But I 
, chcm�nlly re.Jcct I.heir adheretlCC to 
fixed idea�. particularl} their 
dependence on n psvchological ,nooel, 
th\! .. p<)\\ef r��s cl!) a meun.-. of 
un11l}'sing the toc:.hnologacaJ S}slem I 
\\ oncer tf this p�ycbolog1cal conception 
,,f the problem i:. '"'hy· FC \\·ho �O:) that 
tltc destruct ion off the 1ndu.stnal �, stein • 
ts the ONLY goal", has chosen to 
hl{," up techru�u1ns, rl�carthcrs and 
uthcr hlunan s\..'1'\'BOl'- <lf the n1achine 
ruther than lar�-�cale industna! 
foc1htic:t \\hlch ore more CSS(.."tlUal pnru. 
,1f th� industnal s)slCm 0on·, got inc 
\\TOl\g. cJ\'t.'l')'OTlt:r ,, ho has been 
ott.ac.ktd b, 1:c· has bet.'11 ,vork1ns 
:ictivel)' 10,,ord drnsucall) increasing 
oc1ul control and destructioo of \,i)d 

phux.-s Inc fe\\ death� arc no Joss lO 
me ·- in fact 1 smile, tghinking .. On� 
l\; s tJ..'Cl1n1cia:,n to contr<>l 111} Jife'1 But 
k1l1ng o1l

0 lt."Chn<Xinns one b) on\! seems 

lal c on t:Xk!mt:ly ·lo,\ ,,a} to destroy 
11,e indtilstrial sy<lem. 

I hu,c man · pr,>hlcms \\1th Fe·� 1dcas 
llu:ir lock of tt clear socanl onal,s1s u.nd • 

their adhc...,-\!'11� to tixed ideas pre,ent 
them from mu'kmg n (:oberent ttnd 
con, inc•n$ "-nuque oUl of tl1eir often 
accurate dc."Scr1ption:. of industrial 
soc1cl)' l .. urth�1orc, F<.:.''� li\cd ideas 
chann�I the \\'hl,lc into an autlk.,ritnrian 
nnd \et'\ clf-:sacnficial conception of 

revolution. Non.:lhclcst-1 f C ha� � 
doing sonething 10 fisht the present 
,ocial s)stem t>ne may quc�tiun their 
tactics. hut lho�t: \-,ho do so from an 
:sni1rcl1ist armchair or from the pmition 
of t\p1cal. inoflcoti\e end WlS8l1sf)'ing 
radical uclJvtsm bed bes• direct cquall) 
probmg quesuo11� al tbcn1selvt.-s 

AITERWORD: 

THOlJGHTS O -
SOME 

IOLENCE 

While there hale bet.'n little r�ponsc :it 
all to F( � e�say, the rn·actiobn to thl-ir 
\uiolencc bus come from nearlv all , 
sid� E,cn 'fad KcplC) 's mostl) 
s ·1npathctic article ir1 ,l11orch)•: .4 
Jo11mal of De.,ire Jlm,ec.l #J 2 ,vas 
tainted \\'ith momti�m regardmg 
\iolencc, in spite of Tad'-. claim to the 
contra') Tad sa) s. 

1"he wuj.authcmt.anan v.bo nlllk� 
\L""e of \i<>len� . must be O\\'arc 

of ch� contraJlct1ons m dtsln>� ing 
lo creat�, lD using violence in the 
hope� of creating a \\Orld ,,1U1<,ut 
\iolencc. 

lhc.-re are no contr&di¢uon� tn 
d�troying to create -· E,cry ucl of 
creation m•.ol, t:s destrucuon. \1.11cn 
oni: make� a meal, lmc din-ctl · or 
tndirc.ct.l · kills or mutilutes other Irving 
Uungs makmg a shelter will involve 
tkstruction of on1: fonn of thLng h> 

mak1: another But it i ... Tad'� st:i00nd 
phrase that 1s moru rclc,1tnl Lo this 
tJUCSllon ·Ther� certain!) \\ould he 

contradiction, ir1 u.-.iJlg ,1olencc 1/ \\hot 
<'n� \\1tnteJ \\'lts u ,, orld ,, 1th<,ut 
,iolence, but FC nc,t.,. cluims to ,,.int u 
,vorld " ichout v1olenec. JiC \Vunt a 
,vorld ,, ithout ,a huge globul �)'slem 

that dc!<ill\>ys the artonon\) of 
1ndi\idu111ls �nd �n,all @J"OUps. I als(, du 
no, \, ant a ,vorh.1 ,,.1th<>ut ,,olcncdc, I 
\\"Unl a \\Orld in \\.ruCh indi\idunls can 
create! �"tr o\vtl li\'cs und interactions 
1n ace<>rJan� \\ 1th th.:tr U«=Slrt.-s -- unJ, 
tn uch a \\orld conllict and lh�reforc:, 
,·1olence 1 in�, 11.al,lc ll 1, the tatc • s 
monoPQI}' , iulcn<:4.! lhut l ttpposc. 
and "hen individuals u..� ,1olcnce 
agttinst the �tale (or an)' otl1c1 1tspcot of 
lhc s slem of social oontn,l) and its 
tools, th� · un: breaking that mC\llUJl()l\ 

'l'ad l<eplC)' and th� cnttcs of \. lolt.'t'lCC 

are ,,rong. Ta.k,ng a hfc 1s not ll'k.• 
ulurnate ucl <.lf domi1lllt1on Fon.ang 
"omoon� - or hundred�. thousand.;, 
n1i llaons. b1 Ilion� -- into <lcpendcnc}' on 

AGAINST IDEOLOGY 
a St�inl s, stem lhut bleeds lhctr li,·es r 
u,vay to reproduce ilsclf und 1n 

exchange for sun. 1,-al <in the ,, orst 
cuscs, not c,·1.'11 that) and po,sibl)' ul:'1<> a 

I>om1Jl8tion eons1s1s of forcing people 
tu g,1.� o,vaJ· lheir hfe energy whtle tile}' 
arc li\i.ng Ccruiinly, dorrunators (or 
donunaling 1.1\Slltutions) �omeiline, kill 
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fl..,., tnnkct:) anc.J @ID$.S llc!ad.s -· that 1:s 
lh" ultimate act of dt,mu1auon. The 
k11lt..'T la,•s no cluun to the life of the 
, tciun Wllil lhC\ kill the.:m. an<l c, "'"11 • 
tit�� the) ln} n1> clain1 to Uu: life but 
ant, "' the �n<ling of that l i fe 

tl) enforce lhe1r ro,,cr. but a."i the cl1chc 
:ia � "'U,e li,ing \;n,y thc dca-d" 

l·C':, largcl� a!'l.· preca cl; ('.--Opie \\ho 
'hoosc h\ ll\Clf rcsenrch or oth r \\-Ork • • 
oct1,1t1es, to uphold and 1ncrca,c 
dununatit,n lh� .. absolute 1rre, �ble 

removal" of �uch a person 11.tles 
noth1ns s"a) from me trust I would 
\\:ant to '-c:q, I kcause I nm sclfi�h, I 
\\:'ill ne\'.'-"f ,villingl} SBcnfice 111. -ll, 
but l \\ lit g1adl,>• .sacnlmce o1nythms or 
DO}PTIC th.al mterJer-=s \\1th J'Tl}' abiJ11} 10 

cr.;atc Ill}' oY,n life ond 1ntcract1on as J 
choose •f Iunwn oommurun·· 1s an 
ab!llract1nn Rea) int'--rncuons and 
us ,>eiat1ons arc those c periencod b) 
1nd1, iduuls - either as sell:&:tca 1111ned 
c:rcallon� or a. 1mpo!;atrons - not the 
m �tacal connections \\iucb spnng fiom 
such abstnct1ons a. � hwnnn1t} · or 
·.�tes b!ing• Mr interactions i.:1th 

cop,, high-tech rescarcben m social 
control. swte bureaucrats, capu.al1sts, 
relt@JOU." le&lcts or an oth,..-r authunl} 
11@ure, no maUer ho,� indirL'CI the 
,ntera�uon. 1s one m \\htch I nm 
unpose<l upon. one 01med ot making 
m, lifu ahl!t'l from me 't1eh an 
1ntt:ract1on can only 1n1poven h me 
fhe d�th of nn such u figwc of 
uulllonn, . t.hc:reforc, d not -
1mpt,,\.-r1 h me and ma) ,\ell ennch 
me Indeed 1l can add a little 
hnghtncss to m, life, ._'llO\\'Jtl(l th3t [ 
ha\'C ,� full) munagcd to attac m 
ho,\\."\� small u \\'a}". the ,lru"'na of 
uuthorit'\ -- e\'Cll 1f that ,n'r 1,-es killing 
someomc ,vho ha ,,1ll1ngl ch,)SC'll to 

a bull ··h<>) lbr aulhont,.· Ccrt.eully, 
1t makes more scn;s.c: t.ucticallv tll ottack • 
lafllcl.S uf more s1gruti'-'WlCC: than enr,. 
1nd1,1duul can '-"er be in 111..11nl.Bm1.ng 
authunt. -hut -.uch uttacks on J1J'OPl,=rt) 
nlso e,ct oondenmed h} those m po\\CF 
n� .. mindless le11onmi'· ,\nd the· are 
equall}· conti.,nncd b · those \\ ho prefer 
t.o do nothing hut con11nuall) beg lhe 

)tole to. pl�se. ubolish It If and, in the 
mcon1inc. be n,,cr h poor, S\\ a..� 
h:!m1lc.ss little anarch1s� 

I am not meaning lo be o,erl} harsh to 
lad Hi:- arl1ch; al }Q l :-.hO\\ some 
�1np.ath for FC" haLTCd of the 
u.-chnoh,gicol s� �tc:m and 8\'l11ds he 

rcactaona�· tn�tenn tbund m Sl1ngsl101 
and nwne1c\U! other narchi�t 
rie1 ,o,.hcals Bu, ,n hi a sesSJncnt ,,f 
vtlilcnce. l'ad t."\fflS ro be kissing o bJt 
1, much pac:1l'ist n Destru�tion of u 
global ; "'1al ) ten1 ,\ill tn\"O},e 

\ ioh.."nce, and tiuit ,1olencc ,,'OUld not 
be 1ron1c or contrad1clal) \\1th 1\S ool. 
11 "ould be the Wlc istrumcd 
�i,ress100 of th\; pas ;,on I.hat tho c 
, 'ho nre taktn8 th .. tr 11, · feel 
as.nm� the S) tern lhat kec.."J) then1 
nlimated. 




